L essons from the Great Basin
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Great Basin

BLM 73 million




Sagebrush In
the Great Basin

57 million acres of
sagebrush in the
Great Basin

Over 54% of the
remaining
western USA
sagebrush stands
are within the
Great Basin




“ The Nature Conservancy recently ranked the
Great Basin as the third most imperiled
ecosystem in the US due In large part to the
ecological threat that invasive species pose

“ Invasives include native plants as well as exotic
Species:
e Native conifer encroachment
e Flammable exotic annual grasses
e Exotic annual or perennial forbs
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1. Invasion by undesi rable ontics




Fighting wildfires
and treating the
cheatgrass and
other weeds that
follow won't
reverse the
downward spiral of
| degradation in the
o Great Basin.......




BURLALYEF LAMT saArAEwdrT

AFRL . JOD







Goal 1
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Great Basin
Restoration Priorities:
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Then-Restore

GBRI defines restoration as, “a set
of actions that promotes plant
community diversity and structure
that allows plant communities to be
more resilient to disturbance and

invasive species over the long-
term.”
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National Environmental Policy Act
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Record of Decision

Vegetation Treatment on BLM Lands
in Thirtean Western States




Land Use and Fire Planning

e Guidanceisneeded to
Incor por ate landscape

veoce (SN context into appropriate
M - sections of new Land Use
REGORD OF DECISION - and Fire Plansto address
= cheatgrass expansion and
Impacts.

 Avoid “postage stamp”
approachesto restoration




Cheatgrass

Risk
Assessment
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L essions Learned—Great Basin

 Three universities
* Five federal agencies
« USDA grant for $2.9 M
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Science-based Restoration Strategies

Improve treatment effectiveness and reduce
costs to maximize restoration success and

acres treated

Stay out of court!

Encourage development of new treatments
and restoration strategies to address
“new’Invasive species/resource problems
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“The use of native species Is recommended dependent on
seed availability, cost and chance for success.”




\ ati on a| - | re P |an - GREAT BASIN NATIVE PLANT SELECTION
“Inte rage ncy Native and INCREASE PROJECT

Plant Conservation
Initiative”

Western Yamow Secd Increase Field

Bureau of Land Management (Nevada, Utah and Idaho)
USFS Shrub Sciences Laboratory
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources

Agricultural Research Service- Logan, UT

Utah Crop Improvement Association

Natural Resources Conservation Service- Boise, 1D
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Coordination Among BLM Initiatives
Relevant BLM initiatives/programs:

Great Basin Restoration Initiative
Healthy Rangelands & Proposed Grazing Reg. Changes
Healthy Forest and Woodlands

Sagebrush/Sage Grouse Habitat Conservation Strategy
National Fire Plan

Invasive Species Program

Reduce confusion internally and externally.....
..... Promote efficiency in use of BLM staff and

funding to accomplish restoration priorities
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Restoration Is expensive...

Cost to restore one acre Is estimated
at $100

The cost to repeatedly react to and fix
problems is even more expensive:

Wildland fire management- $71/acre
Fire rehabilitation- $64/acre
Weed control- $70/acre
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