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Fire Planning in Southwest Colorado

A multi-faceted,
collaborative
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- risk analysis.

%

Seamless risk mapping and

. - Improved
A Biomass =
greater multi- jurisdictional

.~ _coordination of
economic Foe -.
responses

1

rdination. e
coordinatio fuels redu ”:emergencyi‘;



Assistance in Developing CWPP’s

The Office of
Community
Services has
assisted the
participating
partners of five
southwestern
Colorado
counties in
developing
Community Wild-

-

A Community Fire Plan

La Plata County

CWPPs Have been prepared for;

La Plata, Archuleta, Montezuma,
Dolores and San Juan Counties



Initial ldentification of Fire Hazard Areas

ITY Wi C ~ | MONTEZUMA COUNTY, COLORADO
Appendix 4: MONTEZUMA COUNTY WILDFIRE HAZARD AREAS MAP A Particlpeting Community in the

Natignal Fire Plan

First, local fire
authorities, the
state forester,
and county
government
representatives
helped identify

Legesa

Prediminary as of Septernber 20, 2001

Fifteen areas of concern
were initially identified
in Montezuma County.



GIS Analysis of Initial Fire Hazard Areas

. AenialPhotography;

Next, a more
detailed Terrain Mode TR
analysis (using Sl
existing GIS
base layers)
helped refine
the location of

Vegetation
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Community Risk Assessment
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Regional Community Risk Assessment Work

The Community
Risk Assessment
IS an ongoing
process
regionally.
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be joined with the existing database.



Community Risk Assessment

Additional factors
were considered in
the selection and
ranking of the
communities-at-
risk including:
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Community Risk Assessment

After careful
analysis, a CAR
map emerged.

The CAR
polygons identify
High and Medium

Risk areas.

Remaining areas
are considered
Lower Risk.

I A High
[ ]B Medium
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Wildland-Urban Interfiace Boundary.

ldentifying and
forecasting
county growth
patterns is an
essential element
in defining a
county’s wildland-
urban interface or
WUI.

1.5 Mile Buffer from
Federal Land
| Boundaries

Miich GAIR @ odggahglmndhmodlentaalyna County is
oodtinrmg. bhnmuesl af éaderkldandflibeooandy’s

subdivisions lie within 1.5 miles of federal lands.
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Wildland-Urban Interface Boundary.

In accordance

with HFRA, all A o
five southwest 2 .7y
Colorado 4%
counties have 2
A T 7
CWPPs, and - i’ _ 3:
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therefore have

(WUI) Zone [ ]
(CAR) High I
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Reflecting current and forecasted growth
patterns, the Montezuma County CWPP defines
the County’s WUI as the area within 1 ¥2 miles of
the boundaries of the high and medium CAR.
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Cross-Boundary (WUI) Fuels Treatments
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Community Hazard Reduction Priorities

Montezuma County Community Fire Plan
Cedar Mesa

In Montezuma County,
a more detailed
analysis of the 118
CAR polygons
identified occurred.

Left The aerial map indicates that the
Cedar Mesa Polygon is a patchwork of
forested areas, shrub cover, and open
meadows. Vegetation is dominated by
Pinion and Juniper stands , Sagebrush,
and grasses. Pinion trees have been ex-
periencing a high mortality rate in the area
due to Ips Beetle infestations.
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-“ Below; The topographic map shows the
AN

central portion of the polygon to be an
area of high ground with numerous
"chimney"” canyons (indicated by black
arrows) converging near the middle, The
Cedar Mesa Subdivision lies directly
across the area where these chimneys
converge, Fuels treatments on public
land to the west have been done using a
Hydro-ax. Additional mechanical treat-
ments are planned on the east side,

The analysis:

south by Highway 160, public lands to the
north and east and west, and including CR 34
to the west, The polygon contains Montezuma
County's largest subdivision. The Cedar Mesa Sub-
division consists of 138 |ots with one main access
road. There is an approved emergency exit on the
west side of the subdivision which crosses BLM
lands and links with CR 34, Access into the subdivi-
sion is from Highway 160 via the Mesa Verde exit.
Subdivision Roads are adequate for emergency ve-
hicles. Some private drives may need additional
work to ensure emergency access. The Cedar
Mesa Subdivision has fire hydrants and there are
hydrants across Highway 180 at the Mesa Verde
entry. Other possible alternative water sources in-

T he Cedar Mesa Polygon is bounded on the

clude Mud Creek to the east and a small pond te Mitigation Methods include
the north west of the polygan. hand thinning in areas adjacent
Mitigation Measures may include a strong cam- to structures, and limited hydro
paign to educate residents and property owners mowing. Concurrent hydro-

about defensible space, thinning, and the develop-
ment of an evacuation plan. (Work is already under-
way by the Homeowners association)

mowing on adjacent lands is
also recommended.



Community Outreach; & Capacity Building

Cedar Mesa Fire Plan (Fuclq Rcductmn Prmnty Areas Phases 1 & 2) _—

Roadway Fire BulTer Zone

| |Consists of approximately 45 acres.

In response to
landowner
concerns over . i —
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Fuels Reduction Priority Area 4

Consists ol 13 lots,
acres

, covering appraximately

A Fuels Reduction Priority Area 5
|

Consists of 14 lots, covering approximately 185
acres.

Fuels Reduction Priority Area 6

Consists of 29 lots, covering approximately 436
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individual basis but were also interested in a plan that would
address the subdivision as a whole.
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Community Outreach & Awareness

As a corollary to the CWPPs, a number of outreach
activities designed to raise community awareness and
preparedness have been organized.
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FIRE

Learning to live safely in the aftermath of the Missionary
Ridge and Valley fires of southwest Colorado, Summer 2002
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Ongoing Outreach and Community. Education

Educational media produced by CWPP partners include:

In April, Wildfire
Prevention and
Education Month
will continue to
bring the message
of defensible
space and healthy
forests to the
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Ongoing Work

FY 06 - Oct.12005- Sept. 30 2006

Community Risk Assessments and Registries
(Based on the analysis templates established through

Because the five the work completed in Montezuma and La Plata
. .. Counties)
existing county
plans were
developed prior to Base Mapping
the passing of the
Healthy Forest
Restoration Act,
Risk Assessment
updates to these e e
plans are currently
underway.

Archuleta County

[DEIGESHECOUI

San Juan County.

Required CWPP Update
Mapping Conforms to
HFRA standards
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Ongoing Work

FY 06 - Oct.12005- Sept. 30 2006

Update Community Wildfire Protection Plans

Input from Stakeholders

Updates will be ocal FPD
completed for
Archuleta County

Archuleta and
Montezuma
Counties.

VieRLEZUIn CoUIRLY,

La Plata County
Dolores County

San Juan County

CWPP Updates

Conform to
HFRA standards
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Ongoing Work

Progress will be
analyzed on
planned and

completed WUI

treatments in an
effort to
facilitate the
collaborative
support for
expedited
mitigation.

FY 06 - Oct.12005- Sept. 30 2006

Assess progress on cross- boundary WUI treatments

Inventory of treatments

Private Land
WUI Treatments

Federal WUI
Treatments

Planned Federal
WUI Treatments

Assessment integrated
into seamless
maps and CWPPS



Ongoing Work

FY 06 - Oct.12005- Sept. 30 2006

Biomass Utilization Research and Testing

Opportunities
fOI‘ b|0maSS Five County area audits Private lands small-
- . . for cost-effective i W Unbli
utilization will be heating, cppoeKtunities R OOdS P
explored as a Federal'lands small-
diameter wood li
means to create IHeme Institutional N
demand for heatingropporttnities heati iti
small-diameter
WOOd prOdUCtS Whole Tree Chip
and associated
waste from Monitoring electric,
mltlga'[lon Pellet Heating natural gas,

. and propane costs
projects.

. . Assessment of
Biomass heating system for .
the MSI building in Silverton cost effectlvgness
installed and operationally for replacing
tested conventional heating

systems




An Ongoing Story of Success

A Community Fire Plan

Montezuma

Fire planning in

southwest
COIOradO IS a | Commnit;lllg'lviidfire Community ,
i Protection Plans awareness and =
multi-faceted and preparedness Expediting collaborative
Communities at Risk cross-boundary fuels
successful o SR S treatments

i ¥
L
i

collaborative
effort to create
safer
communities,

Strategic mapping and

Stronger analysis Monitoring progress
. on cross-boundary
economies, and WUI fuels treatments

healthier forests.

Seamless risk mapping and

greater multi-jurisdictional

coordination Biomass utilization and
economic incentive for
fuels reduction.



