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Mission Statement

The mission of the Fire Use Module Program is to develop and provide national self-sufficient, multi-skilled fire professionals with a primary commitment to fire use operations and planning.

Primary priority and purpose of the Fire Use Module (FUMs) is to assist interagency programs (BLM, FS, NPS, FWS, BIA) with fire use (wildland fire use and prescribed fire) in the areas of planning, fire behavior monitoring, ignition, and holding.  In addition; project preparation and execution with narrow prescription windows will also be equally considered.

Secondary priority is BLM fire effects, mechanized hazard fuels reduction, and assistance to other agencies, for fire use and fuels treatment projects.
Specialty Tools and Equipment

General Equipment: Each module member is equipped with programmable portable radio.  Module is equipped with a variety of hand tools for operation in various fuel types; 8 chainsaws; 1 ATV power torch; 2 ATV’s  (1 convertible to Torch use and 1 convertible to portable tank use); 2 4x4 F-350 pickup trucks with programmable mobile radios (1 equipped with 35 gallons diesel fuel & 35 gallons gasoline); 1 12’ enclosed cargo trailer for associated support gear transport; 1 12’ trailer for ATV transport. 
Firing Equipment: Module is equipped with 2 Fire Quick flare pistols with rounds; 10 drip torches; 10 gallons of premixed torch fuel; 10 gallon ATV mounted Torch; Hand thrown Stubby Fire Quick flares.

Technological Equipment:
Module is equipped with 2 laptop computers which contain general office, fire behavior prediction, monitoring data analysis, hobo weather station collection/ interpretation, and GIS software; 1 color portable printers; 7 Garmin GPS’s (Vista and 76s), 2 HP Digital cameras w/multi media capability; 1 Sony Handycam Video Recorder; 4 cellular phones, 1 Global Star satellite phone, and a potable Honda generator.

Monitoring Equipment: Each module member is equipped with belt weather kit & monitoring forms.  Additionally module has 2 kits with the necessary office and reference materials to initiate monitoring plots per the 2005 NPS Fire Monitoring Handbook, and perform hand calculations of fire behavior predictions.  Requesting unit will need to provide area specific reference materials (e.g. local plant identification keys, photo series, monitoring protocols not covered by 2005 FMH, etc.  Other equipment include; 4 Hobo Temp/RH Dataloggers, and 1 Shuttle, 1 Stand up Hobo Weather Station capable of monitoring (Wind direction/speed, RH, Temp, and Precipitation), 1 Fuels oven with canisters, 1 digital scale, and 10 hr fuel moisture sticks.
Backcountry Equipment: The module when traveling with module vehicles Unaweep is self-supporting (e.g. cooking gear, water filters, coolers, food boxes …) for up to, but not limited to 7 days.  Self-sufficiency is dependant on proximity to trailers, and logistical transportation needs. When travel is by aircraft, module members will arrive with tent, sleeping gear, 2 week bag, and IA Gear.  Food, water, tools, and firefighting equipment will need to be either procured en route or supplied by requesting unit.

Past Experiences

· Working with and managing interagency resources in various regions and fuel types on wildfire, WFURB, and prescribed fire projects

· Planning, writing, and reviewing prescribed fire burn plans

· Work directly with Operations, Planning, and/or Fire Behavior Analyst; by providing a feedback loop and/or suggesting tactics or options for fire control

· Use of personnel and ATV’s for prepping, igniting, and holding firing operations

· Daily updating of perimeter and fire progression maps

· Divide into monitoring teams so as to observe weather, fire effects and behavior, and smoke characteristics; and to provide photo documentation and lookouts

· Assess fuels so as to determine fuel types and loading

· Making fire behavior and spread predictions

· Scout contingency and/or holding lines

· Assist with holding and burnout operations; including structure protection on minimally staffed fires

· Create and implement structure protection plans with minimal resources in logistically challenging locations.

Personnel Qualifications

	Name
	Qualified
	Trainee
	IQCS #
	Weight

	Chad Suppa
	ICT3 RXB2 FIRB TFLD STEN STCR CRWB ENGB  FOBS HELM  PLDO FALC  FEMO  ATVO WFR  
	DIVS FUM2
	00001034664
	Flight:        230 lbs

PG:               40 lbs

	Randy Jacks
	ICT4 TFLD FIRB CRWB ENGB HECM FALB FEMO ATVO 
	RXB2 
	00001004403
	Flight:        180 lbs

PG:               40 lbs

	Sam Dearstyne 
	ICT5 FIRB CRWB DOZB FFT1 HECM FALB FEMO ATVO 
	ENGB FOBS
	00002110463

	Flight:        185 lbs

PG:               30 lbs

	Nathan Metz
	ICT5 CRWB FIRB FFT1 HECM FALB FEMO ATVO
	FOBS 

	00001024522
	Flight:        185 lbs

PG:               40 lbs

	Thomas Hayes

	ICT5 CRWB FIRB FFT1 FALC ATVO
	FEMO 
	00002200076
	Flight:        200 lbs

PG:              40 lbs

	Andy Williams

	ENOP FFT1 FALB FEMO 
	ICT5 HECM ENGB
	00001028831
	Flight:        160 lbs
PG:              40 lbs



	Ian Barrett
	FFT2 HECM FALA ATVO 
	FFT1 FEMO
	00000018851
	Flight:        180 lbs

PG:               40 lbs


Unaweep Fire Use Module


2774 Landing View Lane


Grand Junction, CO  81506


PH:  970-257-4821


Fax:  970-257-4850


Cell:  970-210-6166


                                           970-210-6167


                                         Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chad_suppa@blm.gov" ��chad_suppa@blm.gov�


                                                        � HYPERLINK "mailto:randy_jacks@blm.gov" ��randy_jacks@blm.gov�





       


                                                       














