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What is the Goal of the Well Log What is the Goal of the Well Log 
Scanning Cooperative Project?Scanning Cooperative Project?

Goal:Goal:

Provide easy webProvide easy web--based access to based access to 
allall of Wyomingof Wyoming’’s Well Logs for s Well Logs for 

review and  further study. review and  further study. 



Wyoming Oil and Gas           Wyoming Oil and Gas           
Conservation Commission (WOGCC)Conservation Commission (WOGCC)







> 100,000 Wells> 100,000 Wells

250,000 Well Logs250,000 Well Logs



How Do We Prioritize                  How Do We Prioritize                  
the Scanning?the Scanning?



Powder River 
Basin

#1 Priority

Greater Green 
River Basin

Overthrust
Belt

#2 Priority

#2 Priority

Priorities?

Wind River Basin  
#3 Priority



Who Benefits?Who Benefits?

The Oil and Gas Industry BenefitsThe Oil and Gas Industry Benefits

The BLM BenefitsThe BLM Benefits

The Public BenefitsThe Public Benefits

Well Log Scanning ProjectWell Log Scanning Project



Benefits to the Oil and Gas Industry:Benefits to the Oil and Gas Industry:

DonDon’’t have to physically visit the WOGCC, BLM t have to physically visit the WOGCC, BLM 
office, or commercial well log service to view or office, or commercial well log service to view or 
copy well logs, resulting in a substantial savings copy well logs, resulting in a substantial savings 
of both time and money,of both time and money,

Speeds up geologic reviews, and submission of Speeds up geologic reviews, and submission of 
any resulting Application(s) for Permit to Drill, any resulting Application(s) for Permit to Drill, 
andand

In the future, may not be required to submit In the future, may not be required to submit 
copies of all well logs run on Federal wells, to copies of all well logs run on Federal wells, to 
the respective BLM offices. the respective BLM offices. 



Benefits to the Public:Benefits to the Public:

Easier for oil and gas industry from outside the Easier for oil and gas industry from outside the 
state to do work in Wyoming.  This will result in:state to do work in Wyoming.  This will result in:

More State, Federal, and Fee oil and gas More State, Federal, and Fee oil and gas 
leases being leased,leases being leased,

More More APDsAPDs,,

More oil and gas produced, and ultimately,More oil and gas produced, and ultimately,

More lease bonuses, lease rentals, Ad More lease bonuses, lease rentals, Ad 
ValoremValorem, and , and SeverenceSeverence taxes, and royalty taxes, and royalty 
monies to the people of Wyoming and the monies to the people of Wyoming and the 
country.country.



Benefits to the BLM:Benefits to the BLM:

1.1. Current industry and BLM reservoir Current industry and BLM reservoir 
management practice includes analysis of management practice includes analysis of 
well logs in a digital format.  A scanned well logs in a digital format.  A scanned 
well log image provides the first step to well log image provides the first step to 
digital well log analysis.digital well log analysis.



Scanned Image from WOGCC Web Site



Digitized Well Log



Geologic Cross Section



Hard Copy Output



Benefits to the BLM:Benefits to the BLM:

2.2. Operators may not be required to submit Operators may not be required to submit 
copies of all well logs run on Federal copies of all well logs run on Federal 
wells, saving extensive time, space, and wells, saving extensive time, space, and 
money from the sorting, filing and money from the sorting, filing and 
subsequent storage of these well logs. subsequent storage of these well logs. 



How and Where are How and Where are BLMBLM’’ss Well Logs         Well Logs         
Currently Filed and Stored?Currently Filed and Stored?

LetLet’’s Look at the Well Logs From the RMGs Look at the Well Logs From the RMG



Separate WarehouseSeparate Warehouse
3.3 Miles from the Office3.3 Miles from the Office

Minimal Temperature ControlsMinimal Temperature Controls







Benefits to the BLM:Benefits to the BLM:
3.3. BLM offices could discontinue further BLM offices could discontinue further 

microfilming of Federal well logs microfilming of Federal well logs 
resulting in a cost savings to the  resulting in a cost savings to the  
Federal government.Federal government.

In addition:In addition:

•• BLM would realize cost savings associated BLM would realize cost savings associated 
with Well Log Microfilm Reader/Printer with Well Log Microfilm Reader/Printer 
purchases and purchases and maintenance,andmaintenance,and

•• Quality of scanned image far better than Quality of scanned image far better than 
microfilmed imagemicrofilmed image



Well log PrinterWell log Printer



What is the Current Log Scanning       What is the Current Log Scanning        
Project Status?Project Status?

June, 2001 June, 2001 –– Project commencedProject commenced

June 15, 2004 June 15, 2004 –– surpassed 136,000 well logs surpassed 136,000 well logs 
scanned (approx. 50scanned (approx. 50--60% complete)60% complete)

Powder River Basin is 100% completePowder River Basin is 100% complete

Greater Green River Basin and Greater Green River Basin and OverthrustOverthrust is is 
100% complete100% complete

Wind River Basin is 100% completeWind River Basin is 100% complete

Great Divide/Washakie Basin 75% complete  Great Divide/Washakie Basin 75% complete  





Constance Goad Constance Goad 
Scanning a Well LogScanning a Well Log


