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November 4, 2010

MEMORANDUM

TO: Scott Smith, Wildlife Management Coordinator, Wyoming Game and
Fish Department
John Huston, Assistant Field Manager, Resources
John Macdonald, Project Coordinator, JIO/PAPO

2]
FROM: Shane DeForest, Field Manager A / ' C
SUBJECT: Request to Convene Review Team To Evaluate Adaptive Management
Proposal

| am in receipt of the Agency Responses to University of Wyoming Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife Research Unit coordinated third party review of monitoring protocols for sage
grouse, mule deer, pygmy rabbit, white tailed prairie dog, and pronghorn antelope.
Contained within these documents are numerous recommendations for changes . Among
these recommendations, | have determined that three require the application of adaptive
management in order to modify criteria listed in the Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation
Matrix. Therefore, in accordance with the Final Record of Decision for the Pinedale
Anticline Oil and Gas Exploration Project, | am requesting the assembly of a Review Team.

The purpose of the Review Team is to evaluate the proposed modifications of the
Wildlife Matrix and in consideration of public, industry, and PAWG comments, recommend
a response.

The recommendations are: Modify those portions of the Matrix (Appendix B Table B.1)
at the following locations:

1: Species: Mule Deer

Criteria: "Avoidance Distance”
Proposed action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix

Changes that Will Be Monitored: “Average of any 2-year avoidance distance from
well pads and roads, and a concurrent change in deer numbers compared to
average of 05/06 numbers (2856 deer)"

Propose Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix




Specific Change Requiring Mitigation: “Average of 0.5 Km change per year over 2
years, and a concurrent 15% decline in deer numbers in any year, compared to
reference area (Sublette mule deer herd unit [average 05/06 herd unit population is
27,254], or other mutually agreeable area.”

Proposed Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix

Mitigation Responses: “Select mitigation response sequentially as listed below,
implement most useful and feasible and monitor results over sufficiently adequate
time for the level of impact described by current monitoring’

Proposed Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix

2. Species: Antelope

Criteria: “Size of habitat fragments used”
Proposed Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix

Changes that Will Be Monitored: “Use by antelope in any year, initially compared to
first year of available antelope habitat use data, and a concurrent change in antelope
numbers compared to first year of available antelope data”

Proposed Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix

Specific Change Requiring Mitigation: “10% decline in habitat availability for one
year, and a concurrent 15% change in antelope numbers for that year, compared to
reference area (Sublette antelope herd unit or other mutually agreeable area).
Proposed Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix

Mitigation Responses: “Select mitigation response sequentially as listed below,
implement most useful and feasible and monitor results over sufficiently adequate
time for the level of impact described by current monitoring’

Proposed Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix

3. Species: Sage grouse

Criteria: "Nesting Success and habitat selection”

Proposed Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix

Method: “Current sage grouse study: WGFD data”

Proposed Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix

Changes that Will be Monitored: “Change in nesting success compared to reference
areas, or change in nesting success and a concurrent change in habitat selection by
nesting hens in relation to development disturbance”

Proposed Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix

Specific Change Requiring Mitigation: “Average of 15% per year decline over 2
years in nesting success compared to reference area, or a 0.5km increase in
avoidance distance per year over 2 consecutive years and a concurrent change of
an average of 15% per year decline over 2 years in nesting success compared to
reference area.”

Proposed Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix
Mitigation Responses: “Select mitigation response sequentially as listed below,
implement most useful and feasible and monitor results over sufficiently adequate




time for the level of impact described by current monitoring”
Proposed Action: Withdraw this criteria and delete this cell from the Matrix

In accordance with the Pinedale Field Office Memorandum dated October 20, 2010,
“Pinedale Anticline Project Area Record of Decision Adaptive Management Process”, the
Review team'’s initial review will include a determination of whether or not the proposal(s)
have merit, whether the proposed changes are time sensitive thus requiring the convening
of a special planning meeting, and whether or not the proposed changes are in
conformance with current NEPA.

In order to ensure proper technical representation to address these questions, | am
requesting a wildlife biologist from the Wyoming Department of Game and Fish, a wildlife
biologist from the Bureau of Land Management, a wildlife biologist from the JIO/PAPO, and
a NEPA specialist (Planning and Environmental Coordinator) from the Bureau of Land
Management. | am designating Mark Thonhoff as the BLM lead for the completion of this
adaptive management review team. In addition, from BLM staff, Kelli Roadiffer will provide
NEPA oversight, and Theresa Gulbrandson will represent the JIO/PAPO.

In the interests of meeting the intent of adaptive management and to ensure a timely
response to the proposed changes, | am requesting this review team meet and make their
recommendations by November 19 and that a response be generated to the Field Manager
for consideration and initiation of the public and industry comment process.

Please coordinate with Mark as soon as possible to select a meeting time. Mark can be
reached at 307-367-5357




