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FINAL SOUTH POWDER RIVER BASIN COAL EIS

COMMENT SUMMARY

Comment Number

Agency, Organization, or Individual

Commenter lesues or Concerns

FEIS-1:
Wendell Funk
Falmyra, IL

Research area is needed.

Mining destroye landscape and results in
consumplion of coal resources.

Energy conservation should be used 1o meet
energy needs.

Income to State and Federal governments is
not significant.

Fossil fuel consumplion is causing climatic
changes.

FEIS-2:

Converse County Commissioners Cffice

Converse County Commissioners suppor the
continued offering of Federal coal leases and
positive and proactive land management; they

Douglas, WY reguesl! that BLM provide rafionale in decision
documents for any decisions to reduce the size
of proposed lease tracts.

FEIS-3: CANDO supports:

Converse Area New Development - Federal coal leasing in the Powder River

Organization {CANDO) Basin,

Douglas, WY - proper lend and resource management, and
- maximizing lease size & tonnage.

FEIS-4: Federal coal leasing in the Powder River Basin

Represenialive Fred Parady
Rock Springs WY

over the pest decade has produced revenue
streams which have been invested in
infrastruciure needed to educate youth and
build communities.

Leasing Federal coal racts Iz crucial 1o fulure
of coal mining operations and education and
infrastructure for the State of Wyoming.

FEIS-5:

Wyoming Depariment of Education
Superintendent Trenl Blankenship
Cheyenne, WY

The Wyoming Department of Education
supporis leasing five tracts of Federal coal in
the southern Powder River Basin.

Past coal bonus bids have helped the State
eddress K-12 capital construction needs and
are imporiant in addressing future K-12 capital
consiruction needs.
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FEIS-6 The Proposed Action of leasing the Federal
Office of Stale Lands and Invesiments coal tracts will not have a significant direct

; impacl on the natural resource values under
Director Lynne Boomgasrden the jurisdiclion of the Office of State Lands and
Cheyenne, WY Invesiments.

The Office of State Lands and Investments
does nol have specific concerns if access 1o
Slate lands is not restricled and State is not
precluded from developing its interests in area.

FEIS-7 Powder River Coal Company provides
Powder River Coal Company information to clarify:

lan Craig, President - the stalus of conflict negofistions with
Gillette, WY conventional ol and gas well cperator Tindall

Operating Company and
- the slatus of wetland inventories on porlions
of the NARO South LBA Tract.

FEIS-B8 M&K Oil Company Identifies:
MEK Oil Company - the prezence of 8 conventional cil and gas
Jim McLeland, President well owned and operated by M&K within the
Gilletle, WY proposed West Roundup LBA Tract and
: - the need for mine-through agreement with
coal lessee,
FEIS-0 Maxim "D_riﬁng and Exploration Identifies the
Maxim Drilling and Exploration need Eﬂhm;l;uﬂmﬂwﬁnn lt_nil:mzlirn-e .
: opera y Kinder gan on Little Thunder
‘J':_"h" C. Corkery, President LBA Tracl in order to avoid disruption of gas
Gillette, WY gathering service to & Maxim gas well.
FEIS-1D Maxim Drilling and Explorgtion identifies the
Maxim Drilling and Explaration need 1o relocale gas gathering pipeline
J ahn c ﬂﬂl:_-h'g Pr ?rjer'rl cperated by Kinder Morgan on West Antelope
g ik LBA Tract in order to avoid disruption of gas
Gilletie, WY gathering service 1o Maxim gas wells.
FEIS-11 Wyoming Game and Fish Depariment has
Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. concerns about:
Bill Wichers - disruption of ambient habital conditions for
nafive aquatic species if flows in ephemeral
Cheyanne, WY

slreams increase as a resull of CBM discharge,
- lack of data on aqualic species, and

= the need 1o include aquatic and wetland
species moniloring in annual mine wildlife

SUNVEYs,

2
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FEIS-12

Dept. of the Army/Corps of Engineers

Chandler Patar
Cheyenne, WY

The Ammy Coips of Engineers provides
information comecting their comments on Draft
EIS perlaining to status of wetland
detlerminalicns on NARO South LBA TracL

FEIS-13

Honocrable Dave Freudenthal
Governor of Wyoming
Cheyenne, WY

Governor Freudenthal suppons leasing five
tracts of Federal coal in the Powder River

Basin and expresses confidence in the ability of
the Wyoming Depariment of Environmental
Quality's ability 1o both ensure regulatory
compliance in permilling coal mining in the
Powder River Basin and maintain cooperative
relationehips with Federal agencies and coal-
mining companias,

Wyoming's has a successful history in
teveloping coal resources and protecting the
envircnment.

Federal coal is imporiant o Local and State
econcmies and the naficnal power supply.

FEIS-14
Campbell County Commissicners
Gillette, WY

The Campbell County Commissicners support
leasing Federal coal in the Powder River Basin.

Mining is imporiant lo employmenl and
economy in the County and Siate.

The existing cooperative working relationship
between the County, coal mining operators and
CEM producers is crilical 1o the county and the
industry,

FEIS-15

Kennecoit Energy

Fafricia Britton, Vice President,
Law EGovernment Aflairs
Gillette, WY

Kennecotl Energy supports the selection of
Final EIS Allernative 3 for the Litlle Thunder
LBA Tract, which would result in splitting the
tract and offering two tracis for lease.
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FEIS-16

Ducker, Monigomery, Lewis, & Aronslein,

P.C.
James K. Aronsiain
Denver, CO

Surisce coal mining within the West Roundup
LBA Trect would cause destruction of the CEM
resenvoir and venting, drainage, and waste of
the CEM reserve on and around the tracl.
Leasing the Federal coal in the West Roundup

LEBA Tract will impact the rights of the senior oil
and gas lessee,

There are legal suthorities establishing rights of
senior oil and gas lessee,

BLM must comply with the applicable land use
plans.

Methane is a greenhouse gas which
contributes 1o global warming when it is vented.,
CEM is a clean burning fuel which should be
utilized 10 meet society’s energy needs instead
of being venied.

FEIS-1T

Office of the State Treasurer
State of Wyoming

Cynthia Lummis, Stete Treasurer
Cheyenne, WY

The Stale Treasurer supports leasing Federal
coal in the Powder River Basin,

Coal mining is imporiant as a source of primary
and secondary jobs in the State and revenue
for K-12 capital construction, community
colleges, cities, and counties.

Severance laxes generated when coal is mined
are invested in Wyoming's Permanent Mineral
Trust Fund.

FEIS-18

Powder River Basin Resource Coundcil
Gillian Mabkore

Sheridan, WY

Powder River Basin ﬁ:nsnurma Council is
concermned about:

= Cumulative impact of CBM development and
coal mining on groundwater quantity and
guality, surface waler quaniity and quality, air
quality,

- Adverse heallh effecis of NO, from coal mine
blasting on infants, the elderly, and other
sensitive members of the population,

- Effects of drought on revegeistion efforts and
polential for invasion of noxious weeds,

- Impact of mining activity on sage grouse, and
- Cumulative impact of increased employment
on housing availability in Gilletie,
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FEIS-19
Environmental Prolection Agency

EPA i= concemed with:
- Air quality degradation in the Powder River

Region 8 Basin, including exceedances of PMy, 24-hour
slandard al several mines and predicled
Larry Svoboda cumulstive near field impacts over the level of
Denver, CO the PSD Class Il increments for PM,y; and ND;
and
- The level and types of mitigation thal should
be implemented 1o reduce air quality impacts.
FEIS-20 National Register of Hisloric Places

Wyoming State Hisloric Preservation Office
Richard L. Currit

consultation must be completed prior to
approval of the Mineral Leasing Act Mining
Plan.

Cheyenne, WY

FEIS-21 Tindall Operating Company withdraws

Tindsll Operating Compsa objections o the NARQ MNorth Coal Lease

R.L TP;H = > Apphication following resolufion of issues
R between relevanl paries.

Englewood, CO




