BIG PINEY - LABARGE
COORDINATED ACTIVITY PLAN

INTRODUCTION

The Big Piney-LaBarge Coordinated Activity Plan
{CAP) is a delailed, site-spacific management plan
developed o resolve conflicting resource uses and
objectives on public l[ands, administered by tha Buraaw
of Land Managemant (BLM), within the CAP area. The

CAP area includas about 135,785 acres of public land
surface and 186.841 acres of Federal mineral estate
administerad by the BLM. The CAP area ks within the
BLM Pinedale Resource Area and is Incated batwean
Big Pinay. Marbleton and LaBarge, Wyoming (see Gan-
afal Location Map and Mag 1),

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, OBJECTIVES,
PLANNED ACTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE
BIG PINEY - LABARGE COORDINATED ACTIVITY
PLAN AREA

BIG PINEY - LABARGE
WORKING GROUP

Introduction

Instrumental ta the successiul implemeniation of this
CAP and the orderly and efficient management of the
CAP area, will be the use of a seven person working
group, the Big Piney-LaBarge Working Group (BPLWG).
The BPLWG will be comprised of a constituent repre-
sentafive from the ol and gas industry, service indusiry,
ranching industry, local community, envinonmental in-
terasts, Wyoming Gamse and Fish Deparimeant (WGFD),
and BLAA,

It is expectad that the warking group reprasantatives
will provida a broader-based public perspactive and
ingiginl that will enhancea the Pinadala Araa Manager's
ability 1o maks mara infarmed managameani dacisions
that are compatible and consistanl with 1he multpla use
managemani objectives lor the CAP area. Each repra-
santative is expacled o provida infarmaltion and axpear-
tisa that will aid the group in providing mora informed
recommendations. For axample:

— The raprasentative for the oll and gas industry wil
provide an understanding of enargy mineral explo-
ration, development, aperation and abandonment
processes and requirements.

— The service indusiry represantative will provide an

understanding of the logistical requiraments of well
figkd servicing operations, including opportunities
for mitigating cperational impacts.

— The ranching indusiry representative will provide an

undersianding of ivestock use and needs for forage
and waker and of ranching operations.

— The local community representative will provide an

understanding of the local businesses, community
services and infrasiructures, as well as the feelings
and concems of tha local citizens.

— The environmenial representative will provide an
awananess of environmental sensitivity and the need
to guard against undue and unnecessary environ-
manial damage.

— Tha WGFD rapresantative will provide expartisa and
undersianding of wildlife and wildlife habital needs,
stale laws and regulatory requiraments, and of
wildiila population, disinbuton and harvest stahs-
tles.

— The BLM represantative will provide expertise and
understanding of the BLM multiple use and interdis-
ciplinary land and resource management policias,
and Federal laws and regulatory requirements as-
sociated with the managameant of BLM administered
public |ands and resources.
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COORDINATED ACTIVITY PLAN

Objective

The ganeral objective for iInvolvamant of the BPLWG
is 1o atlain betar long ranga planning for orderly man-
agamant of the CAP area. This includes considaration
of planning for opporiunibes for year-round ol and gas
drilling activities in harmony with managamean! of anvi-
ronmentally sensithve arsas. Specific objectives of the
Group will include, but will not be limited to:

— healping 1o provide more opportunities for stabilizing
the local aconomy given the unpredictability of an-
argy development and the need for wildife habitat
protection;

— pslablishing befter communication, cooperation and
trusl batwean the anvironmental and developmaen-
tal publics who have shown inlerest in the area;

— axploring lechniques for mitigating habitat loss and
disturbance related o energy sxploration and de-
valopment;

= helping to delinaale areas of poor habital conditions
with expacted high wintar animal densities as spo-
cial habital managemant zonas, and recommend-
ing managamant sirategles for these areas,;

— halping 1o delineate areas of good habitat condition
with expeciad bow wintar animal densities as poten-
lial wirdartime devaloprment zones, and recommenid-
ing management sirategies for these areas,

— identifying areas whera wintering animals are ex-
pacted to habituate to human presence disturbances
and other areas where human activity would be
restricied, and recommending management strate-
gies for these areas;

— refining the process for determining where and when
axcoptions 1o seasonal and other mitigating restric-
tions are appropriate;

— providing a forum for discussion and planning for
and funding of habitat improvements, wildiife and
other resource studies, monitoring, and other mal-
ters of concern (o the successful managemeant of the
CAP area; and

— providing a forum for those with other lend and
resource use interests in the CAP area o interact
with the minerals and wildiife imerests, and prowvid-
ing opportunities for these other interasts to partici-
pata in reviewing and making recommendations for
planning and management proposals for the CAP
area,

The ultimate goal of the BPLWG s to reach consan-
BUS in and prepare recommendations for the mitigation
of long term wildlife habitat loss and of the effects of long
term surface and wildlife disturbance from mineral and
other development in the CAF area, To achieve this
goal, the review of individual land use authorizabons
may, initially, require group discussion, Once ihe group
becomes comfortable with its rode, it may be inefficiant
far the group to evaluate individual or short term plans,
and a strategy for more efficient group involvemeant in
long term management is expected 1o evolve. The
Group should be able to review issues of imporance
twice ayear, oncea in tha spring {Apnl) and once In tha fall
(October). If more meetings prove necessary, they will
be arranged.

Planned Actions and Requirements

The BPLWG reprasentatives will be nominated from
the local area (western Wyoming) by user constituan-
cies, but appointment o the Group will bo the responsi-
biliey of the BLM Pinedale Rescurce Area Manager.
Datarmining factors for nomination and appointmeant io
thia warking group will includa the nominess’ Knowkadge
of local land use requirements and ability 1o affectively
reprasent the interests of their constituents,

The working group will be self-gaveming bul respan-
sible o the Pinedale Area Manager on questions ha'shea
wighes them o consider. The working group may also
consider questions or issues of thelr constituents for
presentation to the Area Manager, The working group
will not usurp or encroach upon the authorifies or rights
of any Federal or Stale agency, industry or any other
governmental or private inferesis. The authority and
responsibility for decision-making for the public lands
and resources in the ICAP area remains with ha Authc-
rized Officer of the BLM, The Pinedala Area Managar is
the BLM decision-makear for the area. The auibanty and
responsbility for wildlife spacies managemeant ramains
with the Wyoming Game and Fish Deparment. Private
propery righis will be preserved. Efficiant davelopmani
of energy resources will be accommaodated within mil-
tiple use management principles.

The working group will mesal al leasl sami-annually
and will convena on other occasions, should the noesd
arisa,

The working group will be a sounding board lor
controversy, complaints and suggeshions COncaming
management of the BLM administared public lands and
resources in the CAP area, under the principles of
environmental intagrity, multiple use and sustained yisid
of resourcas, The change ol the group will b to:
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= provide input and recommendalions to the BLM
Pinedale Resource Area Manager and, as appropri-
ata, to the BLM Rock Springs District Multiple Use
and Grazing Advisory Boards, concermning the de-
failed planning and management of the CAP araa;

— allow diverse interests an opportunity 1o discuss and
recommend ways o resolve conflicting viewpainis
for managing and mitigating effects of ol and gas
exploration and development and other aclivities
within crucial wildlife habital in the CAP area; to
review and make recommendations on the plans of
industry interests which operate in the area, and
those of the WGFD and BLM;

— encourage the confinual planning for coordinated
resource management in the area; and,

—  through theér advice and recommendations, halp
prowide for more orderly and appropriate develop-
meant and conservation of resourcas, the presan/a-
tion of wildiife, suppor of local economies, and
better communication and cooperalion among all
inferests.

The BPLWG will be used to help coordinate the
resource management of the CAP area. Thiswillincludea
making recommendaiions on how to ascomplish man-
agement goals for crucial wildiife habital; on opponuni-
ties for yearlong geophysical exploration, well drilling
and completion of wells for those companies who 50
desire; and on keeping public constuencies awane of
the coordinated resource planning for the CAP area.

The waorking group will review and make necommen-
dations on annual and long range plans from industry,
BLM, WGFD and local governmenis to help coordinate
ordery management for both industry needs and wildlite
habitat management. The Area Manager will carefully
consider the recommendations of the group in making
decisions conceming the CAP area. If decisions differ
from the working group’s recommendations, the Area
Manager will provide writtén explanations lor the differ-

ancas.

MINERALS MANAGEMENT
Objective

The minarals management objective in the Big Pinay-
LaBarge CAP area is to make the public lands and
federal mineral astale, administerad by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM), available for ordery and

afficiant development of tha mineral resources, in har-
many with the management goals and objectives of the
other land and resource uses in the arsa.

Planned Actions and Requirements
Oil and Gas

Development of oil and gas reserves within the CAP
area will be continued.

A limit will nol be placed on the level of additional il
and gas well driling and developmeant which can ba
conducied in the CAP area. However, because there
gre concems and differing opinions regarding the da-
gree of impact thal may occur frorm an additional 800 o
800 wells that may bo developed, should the develop-
ment beved reach SO0 wells within the next fen years, an
environmental evalualion will be conducted fo deler-
ming the level of impacts which are occurring,

At ary point that monitoring indicates a substantial
change in impacts or that levels of impaat beyond those
anghyzed In the environmenial assessment (EA) for the
CAP are starting to occur, environmenial evaluations
will be inltiated.

All actions and activities associated with drilling,
comgpleting, and producing oll and gas wells will ba in
conformance with conditions of approval (COAS) for
applications for permit to drill (APDs) and for field devel-
opment activities,

Wells with no future potential for developmant (mara
than 200 wells over the next 10 vears) will be pluggod
and abandoned. Associated well pads, access roads,
pipalines, powerlines and ofher facilities will be ra-
claimed. Abandoned wells will be plugged in accor-
dance with BLM approved procedures fo profect fresh-
water aquilers and other subsurdace resources. Thesa
wall [ocations, and the kocations of associated access
roads, pipelines, power lines and other facilities, will be
raconioured o natural shape and revegelated to stabi-
lize the soll. The ultimate objective of stabilizing these
sites |s to reestablish adequate vegetative composition,
cover and production needed for other land and re-
SOUrce uses in the area such as, wildlife habitat, lva-
slock grazing, watershed and riparian areas, etc. (See
Map 2 for the location of existing wells and roads.)

Production walls, roads and olhar facilities needed to
produce the oll and gas resarves will be maintained by
the lease or unit oparator for the life of the wells or figld,
(See Map 3 lor axisling ol and gas unils.)
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Geophysical Exploration

Mobkices of intent lor goophysical axploration will ba
considored on a case-by-case basia for approval by the
Aroa Manapger, Long ramge planning for this activity will
bo coordinated throwgh the BFLWG on an annual basis.

All use authorizations for gecphysical activities will
include appropriate mitigation requirements for reduc-
ing impacts of surface disturbing aclivities, as presanied
in Appendix A, General Standard Operating Procedures
for Surface Disturbing Activities.

Requiremants, including seasonal limitations and re-
strictions on the use of explosives and vehicles, will be
applied as necessary.

Solid Leasable Minerals

The CAP area will be kept open to consideration of
axphoration, leasing and development of all solid leas-
able minerals, such as coal and oll shale.

All oxploration and development aclivities will be
ponducied In accordance with the proceduras in Appen-
i AL

Locatable Minerals

All federally owned locatable minerals and all public
land surface administerad by the BLM in the CAP area
will be kept open o the filing and location of mining
claims.

Surface disturbing activities on mining claims re-
quires a nolice submitted to BLM for cumulative surface
disturbances of 5 acres or less. A plan of operalions is
required for surface disturbances of more than § acres
{43 CFR 3809)

Saleable Minerals

Anplications for mineral material sales will be consid-
ered on a case-by-case basis, Use authorizations will
include appropriale mitigation requirements for surface
and ather types of disturbances.

WILDLIFE HABITAT
MANAGEMENT

Objective

The management objectives for wildlite habital in the
CAP area are to:

— mainiain and improve crucial deer, antelope, elk and
moose winter ranges and birthing areas,

— pravide wintar and iransitional habitat to suppart and
maintain haalthy deer, antelope, elk and moose
populations;

— miligata wildlita habitat losses associalied with the
mineral development and olher surface disturbing
attvities oceurring in 1he araa;

— protect breading, wintering and nesting habitat for
sage grouse and raplors;

— mainialn, enhance, and restore ripanan and kshar-
igs habital and associated streams; and

— prodect threatenied and endangered spacies habitat.

Planned Actions and Requirements

Wildlife Habitat and Seasonal Protection

Crucial Big Game Winler Ranges and Birthing
Areas

Deer and Antelope. Where appropriate, standard use
resirictions for deer and antelope crucial winter ranges
will continue 1o be applied In future ol and gas leases
issued in the CAP area. The season of conoem is
Movember 15 to April 30,

The opportunity for year-round geophysical explora-
tign, wall drilling and in-fiekd developmeant aclivities will
be provided in the deer and anielope crucial winter range
areas (Maps 7 and B}, under a controlled management
philosophy, and with the management objectives for the
crucial habital in mind. It is possibla that thesa types of
activities can be conducted in crucial winter ranges,
during the wintar, without causing unaccaptabla im-
pacis, when consideralion is given 1o such laciors as
habitatl and animal conditson, animal densitias and his-
torical concentration areas, axpacted animal responses
{including the likalikocd of habituation 10 winler acti-
ties), and weaather condilions and lorecasts. Based on
such factors, last-minute proposals for wintar-time ac-
fivities can also be analyzed for thair appropriatanass.

Studies, including the above biological and physical
factars, will be implameanted to delermine the extent of
impact that mineral and other development in the area
hawve an the deer and antelope herds and thair crucial
winter ranges. Parficipation in and funding of these
studies will be determined on a case-by-case basis and
may involve BLM, WGFD, indusiry, educational institu-
tions or other interested parties,
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Parameters for these biolegical and physical faciors
will be considered and developed with involvement of
fhe BPLWG. The objective will ba 1o provide the needed
protection on the crucial winter ranges concurrantly wih
accommodating winler exploration and drilling programs
far those companies thal wanl them. Informulating thedr
recommaeandations, the BPLWG will use information de-
rivied from studies and monltoring of man's acthvities on
big game animals in the crucial arsas, including the
abllity of tha animals 1o hablivate to man's aclivities
during the winter and under varous degrees of stress.

Winter surfaco uses and activities proposaed in crucial
dear and anislope winter ranges will be reviewed sami-
annually by the BFLWG for conformanca with this CAP
and athar kong range plans. This includes review of
operalors’ plans for annual and long-range geophysical
oxploration and field development, The BPLWG will
provida recommandations to the Pinedale Area Man-
nger on whens (hose activities should and shoukd not be
allowad during cruckal winter panods or conditions (uswu-
ally from Movember 15 to April 30). Prior io November
15 each yoar, the Area Manager will consider and
approve those winter activities to be conducted during
the upcoming winter season,

Whether or not new or pre-existing oil and gas leases
Inclide use restriction stipulations for deer and anislope
crucial winter ranges, such requirements in these areas
will b provided furiher consideration through involve-
ment of the BPLWG, [(See Map 3 for locations of leases
ihat include use restriction stipulations. )

It is important to nole that s a result of the BPLWG
raview, oparators should not have to request an excap-
lion or modification o seasonal restrictions for approval
of APDs or in-field development activities inthe deer and
antelope crucial winter ranges. These matters will
inherantly ba included in the BPLWG review and recom-
miondations for the Area Manager's considaration and
approval, However, this does not preclude an operalor
from requesting an excaeption or modification,

The BPLWG will also be involved in reviewing the
aerial extent of the deer and anielope crucial winler
ranges in the area and in providing input towand refining
the crucial winter range boundaries. Deer populations in
the CAP area are currently at a high level, in excess of
the WGEFD population management objective levels.
When the deer populations reach the management
pbjectiva lavals in the area, the BPLWG will reevaluate
the deer population and crucial winter range relation-
ships and provide any further input and recommenda-
tions on winter restrictions in the crucial winler areas to
the Area Manager, Itis emphasized that the BPLWG will

make “racommendalions” on these mattars; it will not
make decisions for the land and wikdlife managemeant
agencias.

Elk and Moose. In alk and moosa crucial winter ranges
(Map 8) and birthing areas, standard use resirictions
(.., seasonal restrictions from November 15 to April 30
of May 1 1o Juna 30) will continue 1o be applied as
stipulations lor geaphysical exploration, in oil and gas
laasas, and in BLM authorizations for other types of
desturbance activities issued in the CAP area. Standard
usa restrictions will also continue 1o be applied as COAs
on APDs and fleld developrment activities in these areas.

Whara weathar or habital conditions are not critical,
the Area Manager may approve an axcepbon 1o or
modificalion of these restrictions, Il requested by the
user and if supported by environmontal analysis. Ap-
pandix B describes the procedures for procassing re-
guests for exceplions from seasonal restriclions. Tha
BPLWG may also consider and make recommanda-
ficns on proposed aclivities in these crucial winler ranges.,

Sage Grouse and Raplors

Standard restrictions for sage grouse and raplor
breeding, nesting and wintering habitats will be applied
as stipulations for geophysical exploration, inoll and gas
leases, and in other use authorizations, where appropsi-
ate. The seasons of concemn are February 1 fo July 31
and November 15 to April 30,

These standard resirictions are further refined for
apphication as COAs to APDs and field developmant
activilies and to othar use authorizations in the CAP
area, as lollows:

Sage Grouse. Sage grouse breeding habital areas
(strutting grounds or leks) ara avoidance areas for
surface disturbing aclivities. That is. surface disturbing
activities associaled with such actions as well drilling,
construction of roads and other types of rights-of-way,
elc., will avoid the areas within a 1/4 mile radius of laks,
if possible (see Map B). Incasas whera il is nol possibla
to avoid these areas, inlensive mitigation of the surface
disturbing activities will be emphasized.

Also within a 1/4 mile radius of leks, permanent and

high profile structures, such as bulldings, storage tanks,
overhead powerlings, elc., will not be allowed.

During the sage grouse mafing season, belween
Blarch 1 and May 15, surface ussas and activilies will nol
be allowed between the hauwrs of midnight and 5:00 AM,
within a 1/2 mile radius of active leks (l.a., thosa keks
occupied by maling birds). See Map 8.
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Sage grouse nesting and wintenng areas wil ba
managed to maintain and improve nesting cover through
shrub management praclicas.

If an occupiad nest that would be adversely afected
by surface dislurbing activities is identified, surlace uses
and activities will bo delayed in the affecied area until
nasting s completed (usually by Jume 30).

Raptors. Raptor nest and buffer surveys will be con-
ducied within a one mile radius or linear disiance of
proposed surface uses or aclivities, it they are
proposed io be conducied between February 1 and
July 31 and:

— Raptor nests and associated buffers will be pro-
tected at any time the nesis are occupied.

— Any active nesis identified will be approprialety
protected at all times, using Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice (FWS) guidelines and other established melh-
ods, and in coordination with that agency (An active
nesi Is one which has been used within the past
three years, but is not necessarily currently occu-
plad).

— The proposed activilies or surface usas will be
authorized, if:

— ma active nests are fournd within the aona mile
BUrvaY Area o,

— active, unoccupied nests ara located oulside the
proposad activily araa of,

— Bclive nasts am unoccupdad or,

— other adequala mitigation or protection methods
are amplayed.

General Provisions

Exceplions to the wildlife habitat and seasonal pro-
tection limitations in any year may be approved in writing
by the Authorized Officer (see Appandix B).

Typically, when an oil and gas drlling oparaton is
allowed fo commence, it will be allowed to be complated
and the weall put into producton, Howevar, in an amar-
gency situation (e.g., fire, fiood, sevare weather), drilling
or completion operations may be temporarily halled.

Prior o conducting any surface-disturbing activitis
on an area known or suspecied to be essential habital
for threatened or endangered plant or animal species,

ihe lassea'parmittea’oparator will be required io con-
duct imvantanas or studias in accordance with BLM and
FWS guidalines 1o verly tha presence or absence of
such spacies. In tha evenl a threatened or endangared
species is identifiad, the lessea/parmittea’opearator will
be required to modify oparations 1o comply with protec-
tion requirements for the spacies and its habital.

The FWS has determined that water deplations from
the Codorado River System (Green Rivar), including any
recharge sources, could jeopardize any threatenad and
endangered species in the Colorado River System.
Such depletions will require a conservation fea for those
SpECiEs.

Wildlife escape devices will be installed and main-
tained in all water troughs.

Decadent Sagebrush Vegetation Management

About seven percent of the decadent sagebrush-
grassland and sagebrush-salt desari shrub vegetation
types, within big game crucial winter ranges, will be
treatad by the yaar 2000 (Map 10). This involves about
10,865 acres of BLM administerad public land in the
CAP area. About 1,200 acres ars batwean Morth and
South Piney Creeks, and 8,965 acres ane batwaen
South Pinay and LaBarge Crosks. If thesa ireatmanls
miaat the desired objectives, tha program will be contin-
usd on additional acreage through the year 2010,

In mule deer ransitional wintarfyeariong rangs, uplo
3.900 acres of decadent sagebrush-grassland vegela-
fiom on public lands will be treeted by the year 2000,
Treatment of additional iransitional winfterfyearong range
will continue if the desired objectives are met,

Desert shrub communities of Gardener's saltbush
and winterfat will be inventoried to identify suitable
treatment areas and methods for rejuvenation by 1895,

Mountain Shrub Vegetation Management

About B5D acres of the mounitain shrub vegelation
association will be treated o rejuvenala, perpetuata,
and potentially axpand the mountain shrib community.

Important mountain shrub communities (aboul 3,937
acres of public land in tha CAP area) are avoidance
areas for surface disturbing aclivibes (sea Map 6). To
the extant possible, these vegetative communities will
be maintained and protected from disturbance by swch
things as road, well pad, pipelina, stc., construction. In
cases whare it is not possibla o avold thase areas,
intensive mitigation of the suface disturbing activities
will be emphasized,
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If proposed surface disturbing activities cannol ba
avoided in @ mountain shrub type, the WGFD will ba
consulted to help determine the extent and affact of tha
proposal. After consultation, the project praponent may
be required to submit a site specific reciamation plan,
including techniques to reestablish the mountain shrub
community at predisturbance levels of density and spe-
cies diversity, within a certain time frame {usually 10 to
20 years). This may require transplanting ol on-site
shrubs or planting of containerized shrubs. Authoriza-
tion of surface disturbing activities in the mountain shrub
vegotative type will depend on the adeguacy and ac-
ceplability of the reclamation plan.

Saltbush, Winterfat, Bud Sage Managemant

Koy mule deer wintar vegetation types of saitbush,
winterfat, and bud sage will be invenioried to identify
suitable reatment areas and methods for rejuvenation

Saltbush, winterfat, and bud sage vegetativa types
will ba managed for reduced livestock grazing pressure
and utilization. Deferred grazing system mathods will be
Lesad,

Aspen Stand Management

Aspen stands in fransitional winlen'yearlong range
will be inventoried to identify suitable trealment areas
and methods for rejuvenation. There are about 1,054
acres of aspen association on public lands In the CAP,

Aguatic Management

Within the CAF area, Pinegrove, Sawmill, Fogarty,
and Black Canyon Creeks are currently or potentially
capable of sustaining fish. These streams will be man-
aged in eccordance with BLM's East Front Aquatic
Habitat Management Plan and the WGFD Colorado
River Cutthroat Trout Managemant Plan.

Wetland/riparian zones, and areas within 500 feet of
them, are avoidance areas for surtace disturbing activi-
ties. To the axtent possible, these areas will ba main-
tainad and protected from disturbance by such things as
road, pipalina, wall pad, etc., construction. In cases
whera i is nol possible 1o avoid these areas, intensve
mitigation of the surface disturbing activities will be
emphasized.

Revegetation

Revegetation of disturbed areas will include estab-
lishment or reestablishment of preferred big game fos-
age species, including such species as fourwing salt-
bush, Wyoming big sagebrush, winterfat, and ather
shrub species adapted 10 particular sites.

LIVESTOCK GRAZING
MANAGEMENT

Objective

The objectives for livesiock grazing management in
tha CAP area are 1o

— maintain or improve the compasition and productiv-
ity of the vegetative resource, the ecological range
condition and forage for livestock grazing (may
inciude various types of vegetation freatments and
changes in livestock grazing management prac-
tices);

— maintain or improve wildlife habitat and watershed
conditions;

— reduce accelerated erosion in the Big Mesa pasture
of the Morth LaBarge Common Allotment;

— improve success of wvagetative reclamation effors;

— gliminate continuous livestock grazing and provide
periodic grazing delerment to all portions of the
North LaBarge Common and Calpet Common Graz-
ing Allcimients,

— reconcile the discrapancy betwean tha curmant live-
stock grazing forage allocation and the forage shown
to be available on the 1961-62 range survey,

— establish accurate livestock stocking rates, consis-
fent with proper grazing lorage allocations, among
the livastock operators in North LaBarge Comman
Allotmant;

— improve livestock distribution; and

— milsgate ivestock forage losses associated with the
development of energy resources.

Planned Actions and Requirements

Allotment management plans (AMPs) for the lve-
stock grazing allotments involved with the CAP area will
not be complated as part of this CAP. The reason is that
22 individual grazing allotments are involved and only
portions of most of them are within the CAP area (Map
8). The AMPs to be developed must cover complete
grazing allotmenis and include consideration of the land
and résource uses and values in all paris ol the allol-
ments (both within and outside the CAP area). Tha
degrees of delail, specificity, land area, and time invalved
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with developing these AMPs is beyond the scope and
intant of the CAP.

Most of the iivestock grazing management actions
that may occur within the CAP area will be a function of
impleamanting the AMPSs as thay are developad. How-
ewver, tha range improvements proposed for the CAP
araa may be implamented prior to complation of AMPs
(Sea Appendix C and discussions balow).

Rangeland manitoring studies will be installed on all
T" category alloimants, and on *M" and "G calagory
alotmenis as needed. Moniloring intensity will ba greater
on "I" allotments than on "W or "G allotments. Within the
CAP area, key areas will ba monitored in pastures of the
Morth LaBarge Commaon and Calpet Common Aliot-

ments (See Appendix D).

Mo adjustments in livestock numbers or use will be
made on any allobmeant until sufficient monitoring data is
available. Any neaded adjustments will be implemeantad
gither through agreaments with livestock operators (which
is the preferred method) or by kssuing livesiock grazing
decisiong.

Deer Hills Allotments

Range improvements, such as siockwaler resen/oirs
and check dams, will be implemenied to provide betier
livestock distribution and reduce guily eroskon within the
Deer Hills Individual and Dan Budd Deer Hills Allot-
ments.

Existing water conirol structures in the Daar Hilks araa
will be reevaluated for their effectivanass and ability to
meet new management objectives in tha CAP area.
Some damaged struclures may ba recanstructed and
some thal are poorly located orf unnecessary will be
abandoned. Reconstruction and abandonmant of dam-
aged resarvoirs will ba based on neads to corrsct poar
locations of axisting resarvoirs, naads for silt traps, and
needs for adequate livestock waler,

Meeds for new walar control structures for watershed
improwement will ba dentified. Noew resenvoirs or stiruc-
tures will be Installed upstream from the reconstructed
resarvoirs 10 ensure thedr success. A small nparian
exclosure and some prescribed buming will also be

proposed for this area.

Upper North LaBarge Allotment

The Deadiine Ridge water pipelineg and Spring Creak
water pit, located in the Hogsback pasture, will be
reconstructed. Water development in 1his pasture will

improve livestock disiribution and help achbeyve tha olhar
grazing objectives for the area.

North LaBarge Common Allotment
Forage Allocation and Recovery

The active licensed grazing usa for the Marth LaBarge
Commaon Allotment s shown in Appendix E. The pro-
posed vegetation monitoring will be used to reevaluale
and accurately establish the avaiable forage in this
allotment, o determine any need for adjusiments in the
forage aliocations.

The BLM will establish accurate siocking rates and
forage allocations among the range users in Norh
LaBarge Commaon Allotment by using:

— ulilization-pattern mapping and & combination of
aciual use data, climatic data and ufilization maa-
SuUrements on key areas,

— annual actual use and ufilizafion deta, proratod
against the total ellocated grazing preference, to
establish proper allocation;

— controfling wilizatan of key planl specias to o mare
than 50 parcanrt of curranl year's growih;

— intensified grazing management, including a "de-
ferred grazing sysiem”.

Livesiock Grazing Distribution

The neaded changes in livestock grazing distribution
I the Morth LaBarge Common Alloiment will be accom-
plishad ihrough iImplemeantation of the propossd grazing
system (Appendix E}, a salting program, and the pro-
posed range improvaments [Appendix C), including
needed waltaring facilities. The success of implement-
ing the grazing system and atiaining the anticipaied
improvemeant in lvesiock distribution is dependent on
the successful implemeantation of the proposed range

improvemeanis.

The major emphasis of the grazing system will be to
rotate the livestock grazing use and deferment of use
over the enfine allotment so that individual pastures are
not grazed during the same time of year, every year.
Through controlled timing of pasiure usage, this grazing
scheme will also intensify grazing use and force live-
stock into under utilized areas.

As range improvement profecis are developed, the
grazing system may be modified or refined, based on
moenitoring data. The goal is 1o develop an effective and
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efficient grazing syslem thal both benefits the range
resources and faciltates the permittees’ grazing opera-
tions.

Livestock will be removed when utilization of key
vegelative spacies reachas tha Bmit of 50 parcent of the
curmant year's growth.

Livesiock grazing use will bie decreased in the follow-
ing eXcesSnE LSa arsas:
— The northwest cormer of Big Mesa pasture in the Dry
Pinay and Fogarty Greek arsas,

Dry Basin Draw in Cretaceous pasture;
The enfire east side of Trall Ridge pasture; and

The area near Pinegrove Cresk exclosures in
Finagrove pasiung,

Livesiock grazing use will be expanded into areas of
low forage ulilization on banches and mesas at higher
glevations thal could absorb more grazing use, includ-

ing:

Much ol the sasl side of Big Mesa pasture whera
wataring facilitios are inadeguate;

The weastern part of Pinegrove pasiure on Deadline
Ridge; and

The northam par of Cretaceous pastura.

Salt will be placed In designated locations 1o help
direct livastock distribution. Salt blocks will be placed at
least 500 feel away from live water, wetlands, riparian
areas, reclalmed areas, or livestock watering facilities.

Big Mesa pasture will be subdivided into four smaller
pasiures, creating 11 pastures in tha allotmeant (Map 10).

Up to lour sections of drift fence and saveral new and
reconsirucied water developmeants will ba needed to
allow lor a deferrad grazing system of spring and fall use
in & large area of raditional spring grazing.

The four proposed fences (3.65 milas) will be three-
wira fences (with a smooth bottom wira), constructed lo
BLM design standards for wildlife areas, 1o allow move-
mant of degr, antelope and other big game animals.
Critical portions of these fences may need to be con-
strucied as let-down-fence o provide for deer and
antekope movament,
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Summer Pasture

Cretaceous pasture will be used in a deferred grazing
use system with Trail Ridge pasture. One additional
water well in Cretaceous pasture will ba neadead.

Spring/Fall Pasture

East and Wesl Chimney pastures will be used in the
spring and fall and in conjunction with Gretaceous and

Trail Ridge pastures.

The four pastures to be crealed from the Big Mesa
pasiure will be used in a deferred grazing wse sysiam
with Pine Grove pasture. The use will be allemaled
between spring and fall, depending on lorage conditions
and regrowth of salt bush and wintarfat,

Calpet Common Allotment

Black Camyon and Calpet pastures will be separaled
froam the North LaBarge Common Allptmeant and will be
combined to farm the new Calpet Common Allotment
{Map 10). The active licensed grazing use for the Calpsat
Comman Allotment is listed in Appendix E.

The Calpet pasture may be divided [by lencing east
o west) io create a north and south pastura, if adequate
water can be developed on the soulh side, Ownars of
the JF Ranch plan io fence their State land to creale a
third pasture. A grazing systam will ba developad for tha
allotment whan tha pasture fencing is determined,

O’Neil Individual Allotment

About 640 acres of brush control may be conduciad
in this allotment to increase hvestock forage and to
improve watershed condition and wildiifa habital. This
will be a cooperative project with paricipation of the
livestock operator, the WGEFD and the BLM.

RIPARIAN AREA
MANAGEMENT

Objective

The objective for managemant of riparian areas in the
CAP area |5 to maintain or improve rparian areas for
livesiock forage production, walar quality and availabil-
ity, and s0il stabilization.
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Planned Actions and Requirements

All managament actions and authorized usas in ripar-
ian areas will comply with Execulive Order (E.O.) 11888,
Floodplain Management, E.0, 11890, Protection of
Wetlands, and the State of Wyoming waler quality
standards.

Riparian/wetland zones (about 1,620 acres of BLM
administered publicland in the CAP area) are avoidance
areas lor surface disturbing activities, To the extent
possible, hese areas will be maintained and profected
from disturbance by such things as road, well pad,
pipaling, elc., consfruction, In cases where it i5 not
possible to avold these areas, intensive mitigabion of the
surface disturbing activities will be emphasized.

In the Marth LaBarge Commaon and Calpet Cammon
Grazing Allolmants, management of the following ripar-
ian areas will emphasize improving and maintaining
vagatation predusction, water quality, wildiife and fisher-
ies habitat, water avallability 1o livestock, and soil stabs-
lizatson:

Dry Piney Creek, Fogarty Creek, Dry Basin Draw,
thea Beaver Creeks, Pinegrove Greek, the Sawmill
Croaks, Black Canyon, and Beaver Dam Craak.

Vegetation utilization will be monitored in these ripar-
ian areas and will be imited as follows:

— Onthe Dry Piney Creek, Dry Basin Draw and Baaver
Creak riparian areas, utilization will ba limited to no
mofe than 40 percent of the current year's growth;
and remaoved

On the Fogarty Creek, Pinegrove Croak, Sawmill
Croek, Black Canyon and Beaver Dam Creek ripar-
lan areas, utilization will be imited 1o no mora than
60 parcent of the current year's grawth; and

On all riparan zonas in the CAP area, utilization
targats will be changed from parcentages of annual
forage growth to stubble heights, when data on
thesa relationships become available (e, whan itis
determined what height of riparian vegetation must
ramabn at the end of the use or growing seasan 1o
adequately meet the riparian managemean! objec-
tives).
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GROUNDWATER
MANAGEMENT

Objective

The objectives for groundwaler management in the
CAP area are (o:

— determing the presence and extent of any ground-
waler contamination in the Bag Pinay-LaBarge area;

— determine tateral and vertical contnuity of vanous
waler-bearing zones and possible avenues of con-
taminant movarmsant;

— identify potantial water supplies which could be used
in the range, livesiock grazing and wildlife manage-
meni programs.

Planned Actions and Requirements

Drilling, casing and cemeanting, and plugging of wells
will ba done in accordance with the procedures and
consiraints detailed in Appendix F (Methods of Protec-
tion of Ground Water Dunng Driling and Abandanment
Dparations).

A three year groundwater monitoring program in the
Big Piney-LaBarge oil and gas production area will be
funded and initiated by the BLM. The maonitanng
procedures 1o be used are described in Appendik D

The componenis of the monitaring program includa:

concentration of the maonitaring on the uppar agqui-
fars of the Wasatch Formation and aquifers within
the Paleozoic carbonate section of tha Darby Thrust
Plate;

using existing watar wells (Map 3) usad by tha oil and
gas industry and water supply walls for the towns of
LaBarge, Big Piney, and Marblaton as the main
sampling sources;

collecting samples for analysis from thifty sampla
sites twice 8 year (May and Septermber):

requiring more extensive analysis in areas whara
significant contamination is found,
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— holding the paries from whose faciliies the contami-
nation originales (if this can be determined) respan-
sible for source defecton and cleanup in a8 mannar
defermined and agreed upon by the responsible
parties, the Wyoming DEQ, and the BLM;

reviewing ihe monilarng program after 3 yaars 1o
evaluate findings, discuss problems, and to identily
needad future actions and modifications of the maoni-
toring program; and

sharing and coardinaling operation of the program,
information collected, and any contamination prob-
lerms or cleanup, with the oparators, the public and
the Water Quality Davision of the Wyoming Depart-
ment of Environmeantal Guality (DEQ).

SOILS AND WATERSHED
MANAGEMENT

Objective

The chjectives lor soll and walershed management in
the CAP araa ara lo:

maintaln of improve watershed conditions;
maintain of anhance the quality of surface wailer,

protect all perennial, intermittent, and ephemaral
drainages from adwerse impacts of surface distur-
banca;

reduce salinity and sediment loading in all perennial
streams,

mainiain or improve the condition of wetlands; and

maintain soll stability and productivity.

Planned Actions and Requirements

Watershed Conditions

The ganeral standard operating proceduras for suwr-
face disturbing activities (Appendix A) will continue io be
applied to conirol and reduce sedimentation and salinity
problems.

The design nlacemaent, construction and reclamation
of surface disturbing activities, such as roads, well
locations, range Improvemenis, pipelines and other
rights of way will be given paramount consideration 1o
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ensure sedimantalion and salinity contributions to stream
chanmals in the area do nol axcesd EPA standards.

Construction and development activities for such
things as roads, well locations, pipalinegs, and olher
types of rights of way will not be allowed within 50 to 100
faet of the channal or inner gosge of Imemmittent drain-
ages, or within 500 feel of surface water or riparan
areas. Exceptions will only be alfowed in cases whans
detailed plans (e.g., engineering design, geotachnical
analysis, eic.) demaonstrate thal the surace disturbancs
Impacts on these areas can be mitigated.

Any needs for graveling, redesign, or seasonal clo-
sures of oil field roads will be coordinated with the oil fiekd
ocperators.,

Livestock watering and salting tacilities will be con-
structed or placed away from riparian and wetland areas
o reduce grazing pressure impacts on thase arsas.

Cumulative Surface Disturbance

On highly erodable soils inthe CAP area (Maps 4 and
5 and Appendix 3}, surface disturbance on slopes of 10
percant or greater will generally be prohibifed. Excep-
tions will only be aliowed in cases where detailed plans
(e.g., engineering design, geotechnical analysis, atc.)
demansiraie thal the surface disturbance impacts on
these sensitive areas can be mitigated.

if surface disturbancea is allowed on highly arcdabla
soils with slopes of 10 parcant or greatar, the area of
“unreclaimed” surface disturbancs will ba limilad 1o no
maore than 10 percant of tha highly erodable soils within
a walershed at any givan limea.

Implamantation ol tha Tip Top walershed manage-
ment plan will be continued to atiain sufficlent vegetative
ground covar o choeck arosion and stabilize solls and
gullias.

Baseline Monitoring

The water quality gaging station on Dry Pinay Croak
(bocated inSec. 27. T. 28N, R. 113W.) will ba monitored
from April to Seplember for tha naxt 5 years 1o astablish
a temporal reprasentation of water quality in the CAP
area.

A sadiment samplerwill be installed in an undisiurbead
“control” watershed (about 500 acres located inparts of
Sections 23, 24, 25,26, 35, and 36, T. 28 M., R, 113'W.
- See Map 11). The sampler will be monitored o
detarming the level of sedimeant lead of an undisturbad
watershed in the CAP area.
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Mo surface disturbance will ba allowed in the control
watershed for the next five years. As a control, the
undisturbed surface condition of this watarshad is needed
for future evaluabion of the effectiveness of manageman
and managarmant practices in the CAP area.

The acceplabla increase in sediment load leval in the
CAP area is 10 percent. Shouid the management
practicas in the CAP area not be effective in controlling
the sedimant load at or reducing it to this level, it may be
necessary 1o reduce surface disturbing activithes in the
CAP area or lo amploy different management practices
or mitigation measures to reduce the sediment load to
the acceptable lavel.

AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT

Objective

The objective for air quality managemant in the CAP
area is 1o coordinale air resource and air quality man-
agement activities with the Wyoming DEQ and other
state agencies, local governments, indian Tribes and
other interestad foderal agencies (e.g., USFS, FWS).

Planned Actions and Requirements

The BLM FAock Springs District will coondinate the
design of a cooperative study plan to assess the siatus
of air quality/visibility in the CAP area. Under technical
advisamant from the Wyoming DEQ, industry, and ather
interested parties, the extent and durationof any needed
air quality monitoring for the CAP area will be dater-
mined.

Requiremants to mitigate air quality impacts and 10
ensure compliance with state alr quality standards will
be included in BLM use authorizations in the CAP area
on a case-by-case basis. This may include rastriclions
on vanling and flarfng of natural gas and requirements
for dust abatemant measunes.

TRANSPORTATION
MANAGEMENT
Objective

The objectives for transportation management in tha
CAP araa ara 1o

— provide adeguate information for BLM and users
planning and operations in the area;
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provide transportation coordination in the area with
users and county and state govermments;

provide safe and adequals BLM roads in the area;
protect scenic, cultural, and historc values;
gliminate the prollferation of roads in the area; and

ensura thal designs, construciion, maintanance ac-
tivities, and recordkeeping for road projects n the
araa maat BLM and user needs and are parommead
in an acceplable manner,

These objectves will be accomplished in cooparation
with the oil and gas industry, Ivesiock opearators, land-
owners, county and State agencies, and olher usars.

Planned Actions and Requirements

A transportation plan will be developed for the CAP
anea.

Tha BLM will complete an invantory of all existing
roads and trails (Map 2) in the CAP area and will
estabiish a minimum road network needed 10 support ol
and gas operations and other uses in the area. Existing
roads and trails will also ba raviewed by the BPFLWG (o
help Identify and recommend opporunities for traffic
management in the CAP area. The existing rmads and
trails and road netwaork will be moniiored and evalualed
on a continuing basis.

Inconsidering new road construction in the CAP area,
minimizing road density will be a primary goal. All new
roads on BLM administered public lands in the area wil
be designed to the appropriaie BLM road slandards
(BLM Manual 9113) necessary for the intanded road
functions.

A comprahensive route analysis will be conducted on
each new road proposal in the CAP area. The anatysis
will include consideration of such things as:

road necessity;
alternale routes;

conformance of proposed road design with BLM
standards;

surface disturbance that will require special atien-
tion (e.g., highly erodable/wet/'saturated soils, sieep
slopes, alc.);
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— nead for additional engineering (e.g., slopas greatar
than 15 percent, road grade greater than 8 parcent,
bridges or drainage crossings, efc.).

BLM rad standards (for drainage, safety, atc.) will
alsa be employed in the course of maintaining, realign-
ing, reconstructing, or closing existing roads on BLM
administered public lands inthe CAP area. The BLM will
work with operators to identify those existing roads that
must be upgraded to standards and those that are
excess 1o needs and that musi be closed and rehabili-
fated,

Roads and trails in areas of heavy big game use will
be given prigrity consideration for seasonal travel re-
siricions, This will help esiablish zones for minimal
human activity to help mitigale the impacts of winler
vehicular traffic on big game animals.

Selecied roads will be closed o public access, as
needed, to protect wintering, breading, o nesting wild-
iife from disturbance and stress during these critical
pericds. Road closures for these purposes will be
accomplished with gates and signs stating, “FAoad Closed
To Profect Wildlife,” Exceptions will be allowed for
essential access o service producing oll and gas wells,
range improvemants, etc. Exceplions will also ba al-
lowed for performance of essential duties of WGFD,
BLM, law enforcement and othar such parsonne,

Argas where roads cross slopes greater than 15
percent in the CAP area have the highast potential for
increased or acceleraled erosion, These areas will be
identified and will be matched with the erosive solls data
in the soils technical report (Map 5 and Appendix G) for
the CAP area fo determing which areas 1o inspect and
manitor, This will bean ongoing process associated with

oil and gas field development.

Access fo new oll and gas wells or drilling locations
will be over existing roads whenaver possible. Where
new access is needed, erosive solls, steep slopes, and
mouniain shrub communities will be avoided 1o the
extent possible to minimize impacis on watershads,
water and air quality, and wildiife habital.

Lease and unit operators will close and reclaim ap-
proximately 110 miles of existing roads (see Map 2 lor
reclaimable roads and Appendix H for calculations).
Reclamation ol some of these roads started in 1989,

Proposals for new inear ulility transmissson facilities
(e.0.. pipelines, powarlines), and other linsar right-of-
way proposals will be svaluated using the criteria esiab-
lished in Appendix A Locations whare axisting ulility
fransmission lnes are concentrabed will be followed
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wharever possible, if they serve to best avoid or reduce
anvironmental impacts, while mesting general objec-
tivas for proposals. BLM will continue 1o manitar and
evaluate ufility transmission lines and other linear rights-
of-way to identify where maintenance and additional
mitigation efforts are needed.

SURFACE DISTURBANCE
MANAGEMENT

Objective

The objective for management ol surface disturbing
activites in the CAP area |5 o prodect sensitive re-
sources and areas from adverse affecls of surace
disturbance and from disruptive human presanca and
activities. This includes, but is nol imited 1o, protection
of:

streams from increased sadimanlation and water
quality degradation,

wildlfle from disruption during mating, nesting, caky-
ing, fawning, or winlering;

threatened'endangered spacies and their habitals,
and crucial wildlife habital from disturbance or
destruction,

wetland'riparian habital from degradation and loss;

recreation sites and developments from disruption
or ramaval;

historic frails from physical and visual adverse
impacis;

walersheds from loss of soil material and vegetation
cover causing Increased erosion, and

cultural sites from unmitigated adverse impacts,

Planned Actions and Requirements

Itis recognized that, in most cases, surface disturbing
and disruptive activities in environmentally sensitive
areas can be accomplished economically and without
unaccepiable adverse environmental impact, with some
advance planning and proper design. Therefore, the
surface disturbance resinction is refined for use in the
CAP area as follows:

Any proposed aclivity or surface use that
would involve surface disturbance or disrup-
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tive activities on BLM administered public
lands In the CAP area (0.Q., geophysical
axploration or construction aclivities, suchas
roads, wall pads, pumpeng of storage facili-
ties, pipalines, elc.) must be accompaniad by
approgriate anglneering design, geotechnical
analysis, mitigation planning, etc. (Nota that
the term “disruptive” perains primarily 1o
human presence and related activities that
may cause displacement of or excessive
siress to wildiife during critlcal [ife-cycle peri-
ods.) This information must be of sufficlent
detail 1o demonstrate that the environmenial
aspects of concern will be adequately pro-
lected or thal affects to them will ba ad-
equately mitigated. Tha lollowing areas or
situations may requing mon delailed or com-
plex designs, plans or analyses:

slopes In excess of 25 percant;

within 500 feel of surface water and/or riparian
arsgs;

within ona-gquanar mila or the visual horizon (which-
ever is closer) of Mstorc trails,

construchion with frozan malerial or during perods
whaen the soil material is saturated or when water-
shad damage is likehy to ootur; and

when the ground is frozen below the depth of usable
topsoil o a maximum topsoll depth of one foot, and
culverts and/or gravel cannol be Installed 1o BLM
standards.

Where proposed surface disturbing or dis-
ruptive activities may affect sensilive re-
sources or aneas, documaented consideration
of reasonable allemalives for avolding the
sensitive resources or arsas will be required.

The following sansilive resources and aress are

avoidance areas lor surface disturbing activities and,
where appropriate, for disruptive activities:

sleep slopas or arodable soils (Maps 4 and 5);

important wildlite habitat such as mountain shrubs
(Map &);

streams, ponds, watlands, or fiparan areas {Map 6);
crucial wildlife habitat (Maps 7 and 8);

class || VBM areas (Map 11);
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hilstorle trails (Map 11);
intermittent/aphameral drainages;
recrealion sites and developmants; and
cultural sites.

To the extent possible, thesa sensitive re-
sources and areas will be avolded by surface
disturbing activities associated with such
actlons as wall driling, construction of mads
and other types of rghts-ol-way, elc. In
cases whare I i not possible 1o avold these
areas, Intensive mitigation of the surface
disturbing activities will be emphasized.

All surface disturbing activities will be subject 1o
appropriale application of the General Standard Oparat-
ing Procedures (Appendix A),

All removal and storage of construction spoll malterial
will be according o approved engineerng designs.
Care will ba taken 1o avoid mixing spaoll and topsall,

Erosion will be comtrofled on topsall stockpiles through
appropriate construction design and with seeding and’
or mulching if necessary.

All management actions and authorized uses in ripar-
kan areas will comply with Executive Onder (E.O.) 11588,
Floodplain Management, E.Q. 11880, Protection of
Wellands, and the State of Wyoming waler quality
standards.

Where sireams, ripanan or welland areas cannot be
avoided;

surface disturbance activities will be schaduled 1o
oceur during the driest period possible 1o minimize
damage and o caincida with clearing oparations;

banks will be slabilized o lmil arosion during the
clearing operalions;

technigues that minimize damage to stream banks
and channels will be usad;

channel stabilization avaluations will be complated
during on-site inspections; and

if sensitive riparian vegetation may be aflectad, site
specific conatruction, stabilization, and reclamation
criteria must be submitted 1o and approved by BLM
before a use authorization will be ssued.
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It shall b the responsibility of the applicant to comply
with the construction practices and mitigating measures
established by 33 CFA 323.4, which set farth the param-
gters of the “nationwide parmil® required by Section 404
of the Federal Watar Pollution Control Act. If the
proposed action exceads the parameters of the nation-
wide permit, the applicant shall oblain an "individual
permit” from the appropriate office of the Comps of
Engineers and provide BLM a copy of that permit prior to
commencing actual construction. Failure to comply with
this requiremeni shall be cause for revocation of an
authorzation.

VISUAL RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT

Objective

The visual rescurces management (WVRM) objective
in the CAP area is to maintain the general integrity of
visual resourcas while allowing for modifications and
changes needed o meet other resource objactives.

Planned Actions and Requirements

A program will ba inifiated to improve the visual
quality of pil and gas fields in the CAP area. This will
primarily involve coordinating and working with the com-
panies to paint existing facilities 1o blend with the natural
surroundings.

Projects of all types will generally be required o
confarm with the VEM objactives (Map 11), On a case-
by-casa basis, projacts will ba avaluated lar their site
spacilic and ganefal impact to the visual quality of an
area and mitigation measures will be developed fo
raduca or aliminate those mpacts.

Tha BLM will conduct a detailed review ol the axisting
VAM classifications in the CAP area o updats, corract,
rafine and map the visual managemaent classification
areas. This will be don 1o identify areas with high visual
guality values thal need specal managamani ampha-
sis.
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OFF-ROAD VEHICLE USE
MANAGEMENT

Objective

Thi objectives for off-road vehicle (ORV) use in the
CAP area are o

— allow off-road vehicular travel whera it is in coniorm-
ance with tha Pinedale RMP and wheara It is compal-
ible with other resource managemant objectives in
the araa; and

— provide adequate protection from impacts of off-
road vehicularuse to sensifive resources and anas,

Planned Actions and Requirements

Ci-road use of motorized vehicles in the enfire CAP
area is limited to axisting roads and trails, except for
over-ihe-snow valkicles,

This ORY designation is intended 1o prevent indis-
criminate vahicular travel across roadless, undisturbed,
steap or arcsne tarrain. It s not intended to prevent
authorized actions, such as geophysical exploration, or
ihe parformance of necessary tasks, such as picking up
game kills or maintaining range mprovements.

Authorized actions, such as geophysical exploration,
are subject to restnictions and mitigatsons that eliminate
or reduce surface damage to acceptable levels, Typical
mitigation measures that will be applied o geophysical
expiaration activitias in the limited ORY use areas in-
chuda:

— constructing bamcades at seismic ine intersectons
with roads fo prevent future vehicie travel along the
“gaig” finas;

— prohibiting vehicular travel when the soil is sajurated
of during periods when significant watershed dam-
age (e.g. erosion from ruting, formation of rills/
gullias, elc.) Is likaly to ocour,
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During severa wintar, high stress periods, when dis-
ruption of the wintering dear and antelope can have
garous consaguenceas, tho deer and antelope crucial
winter ranges in the CAP area will be closed to all
unauthorized vehicular travel from November 15 through
April 30, on an as-neaded basis. This seasonal limita-
ticn will be implemented in consultation with the WGFD.

Vehicular use in the CAP area will be monitorad
perodically to determine actual vehicular use and public
demands or neads for vehicular travel in the area.
Monitaring will also includa identitying needs for specific
road closuras and raclamation.

RECREATION MANAGEMENT

Objective

Thia recreation managameant objective for the CAP
araa is to accommodate existing recreational uses and
o prevent or mitigate environmantal impacts to recre-
ational values in the area.

Planned Actions and Requirements

The BLM administered public lands within the CAP
will be managed to provide public recreational opponu-
nities, to the extent they are compatible with other
resource management objectives and consistent with
public safety requirements.

CULTURAL AND
PALEONTOLOGICAL
RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

Objective

The objectives for managemant of cultural and pale-
onictogical resources in the CAP area are lo

— identity and protect culural and paleontological
rASOUTCEs;

— inimize conflicls betwean thasa resources and
offver FRSOUNCE USes;

— provide for appropriate mitigation of unavoidable
adverse effects on cultural and paleoniological re-
sources; and
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— provide for the scientific and educational use of
cultural and paleoniological resourcas.

Planned Actions and Requirements

The cultural resources managemenl process de-
seribad in Appendix | will be followed.

Tha provisions of the Oregon/Mormon Fioneer Na-
tional Historic Traits Management Plan will be followed
for any actions affecting the Lander Road,

Palooniclogical and historical sites will be protected
through the use of surface and subsuriace protection
stiputations and discretionary managameant authority.

Agreamanis which alow for orderly development of
the oil and gas resources, while protecting Mational
Ragister-sligible historic propertes, will be purswed and
implementad for the CAP area. Such (programmatic)
agreemants will iake into account the neads ol the
cultural resource database and the levels ol develop-
mant proposed in the area. They will provide for avoid-
ing redundant reviews and management aclions and for
the mitigation of adverse effects to any National Regis-
tar-afigsble histornc properties affecied by developmant
activities. The BLM, the Wyoming State Historic Pres-
ervation Office, the Advisory Council an Historic Prasar-
valion, project proponents, and other intarestad partins
would the paricipants in such agreements.

LANDS AND REALTY
MANAGEMENT

Objective

Tha objectives for lands and realty managament in
the CAP area are to support the goals and objectives of
the other resource programs for managing tha BLM
administerad public lands and 1o respond 1o public
demand for land use authorizalions.

Planned Actions and Requirements

Proposals for the disposal of public land will be
considered on 8 case-by-case basis, Appandix J fists
jands identified as suitable for consideration for dis-
posal, exchange, and acquisition for community and
industrial expansian,

Land exchange will ba the preferrad mathod for
disposal or acquisition of public lands by BLM.
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Prior to taking any disposal action, an environmental
analysis will be conducted on the proposal and the
involved lands will be evaluated for compliance with the
disposal criteria in Appendix J and for consistency with
the Pinedale RMP.

Consideration will be given to obtaining legal public
access 1o 440 acres of public surface surrounding tha
Sixty-Seven Reservoir. This action would enhance
public recreation opportunities and BLM's ability to im-
prove managemient of the riparian habitat at the sita.

FOREST MANAGEMENT
Objective

The objective for forest managament in the CAP area
is to enhance health, productivity and biclogical diver-
sity, and to improve wildlifa habitat on the BLM adminis-
tered forested lands in the CAP area, consistant with the
forest management abjectives in the Pinadale AMP and
the 20-year Timbar Harvest Schedule/Forest Manage-
ment Plan for the Pinedale Resource Area.

Planned Actions and Requirements

About 70 acres of the 316 acre multi-aged Douglas-
fir stand on the west side of Hogsback Ridge will be
selectivaly harvested, About 22 percent of the total
stand will be cut to improve stand conditions, by remay-
ing trees thal are dead, infested, and susceplible to
infestation by various diseases and insects, including
tha Douglas-fir beetle. This harvest constitules approxi-
mataly 7 parcant of the 953 acres allocated o harvesting
within the Deadline-Pinegrove Forest Managemeant Linit
(FMU), through the year 2008 (refer to the Pinedale
AMP).

The harvest may be accomplished through various
means available including, commercial fimber or fire-
wood sales, or individual fire wood permits.

The trees that are not cut within the harest area will
be left to provide a seed source for establishing new
trees and o provide hiding cover and other habitat
requireaments for wildlife

Prior to conducting the harvest, a site-spacific envi-
ronmanial analysis and environmental assessmant (EA)
will be completed 1o incorporate the necessary rastric-
tions and mitigation requirements for the project (in
canformance with the Pinedala RMP).
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FIRE MANAGEMENT
Objective

The objectives for fire management in the CAP araa
are o

— protect public satety, life. and property; and

— provide the maximum benafits of prescribed fire to
peneral resource managament.

Planned Actions and Requirements

Fira management in the CAF area will be conducted
in accordance with the fire management plan for the
Rock Springs District.

Within the CAP area, priority safety consideration will
be given 1o ol and gas operators; isolated residants: the
communities af Big Pinay, Marblaton, and LaBarge; and
the salellile camps of Rainbow, Western, Calpet, and
Dry Finey in times of wildfire. Prescribed buming
projects will also be appropriately coordinated with thesa
entities and with county and state fire organizations.

Prescribed fire will be a management option lor
vegatation manipulation (e.q., brush control, slash dis-
posal, seadbed praparation, disease or insect contral,
vepgetative species control, etc.) and other applicable
resource managamant objactives.

Prescribed fire for vegetation manipulation will re-
quire an individual Prescribed Fire Management Plan,
establishing a prescribed set of conditions, for each
given treatment area, This will include provisions for
avoiding amake violations of air quality standands.

RECLAMATION/RECLAMATION
MONITORING

Objective

The reclamation objective in the Cap area is 1o
achieve soll stability and reduced runoff and erosion on
disturbed lands in the area. This includes resstabilish-
mant of nativa vegetative ground cover, restoration and
improvermant of habitat and range conditions for wildlife,
livestock grazing and watershed stability, and rastora-
tion of visual guality io meet established visual resource
managemeant objactives on all areas of surface distur-
banca,
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Planned Actions and Requirements

Improving the reclamation of disturbed lands in the
area will be emphasized. Use ol any measures o
imprave the success of reclamation efforts will be con-
siderad.

Thi BLM will consult with expans in the reclamation
ol silas which are simitar to those in the CAP area to
detarmine how revegetation and other reclamation prac-
tices for disturbed lands can be improved. Vanous
vegetative seed mixtures and reclamation procadures,
such as recontouring, planting or transplanting, will likely
raquire some testing and monitoring to determine which
practices are providing the best success and which may
be adopted for improving réclamation results.

Reclamation procedures are dascribed in Appendix
A. These may ba refined as the resull of technical
raviews for reclamation improvement.

BLM will require reclamation plans for proposals
involving surlace disturbance. Oil and gas exploration
and development proposals will comply with 43 CFR
3164, Onshore Ol and Gas Order No. 1, Part lll G,
4(b}(10); other related rights-ol-way will comply with 43
CFR 2802.4(R) or 2882.3{m}.

Well abandonment, and related rectamation will com-
ply with the standard reclamation procedures described
in Appendix A or as refined by technical reclamation
reviews. See Map 2 for road and well locations and
Appendix H for reclamation opporiunity calculations.

All reclarmation will be manitored (including the reviaw
of some past reclamation effors) o track its effectiva-
ness in, and to identify needed adjustments 1o, reaching
the following revegetation and reclamation goals:

— mmadiata sile stabilization o mit wind and water
Brosion,
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— control of noxious weeds in cooperation with County
weed and pest control programs;

— reastablishment of vegetation, consistent with site
obpectives for livestock, wildiife and watershed needs,
with vigorous stands of self sustaining, desirable
pkant species; and

— raduction of visual confrast and enhancement of
aesthefic values.

Recltamation monitaring will be a joint effort batween
the BLM and lessees/operators/parmittees in tha CAP
grea. Monitoring proceduras for reclamation, water
guality, wildlife, and rangeland vegetation are described
in Appendix D.

MULTIPLE USE/RESOURCE
MONITORING

Objective

The objectives for multiple use/resounce monitorng
in the CAP area are tracking and ensuring the affective-
nass of all resource managemant in the area toward; (1)
aftaining the construction, oparation, maintenance, and
reclamation objectives associated with surface disturo-
ing activities; (2) attaining the vegetalive resource man-
agement objectives for the various resource and land
usaes in the area; and (3) conforming with the decisions
of the Pinedale RMP.

Planned Actions and Requirements

Monitoring will be conducted and gulded by proce-
dures discussad in Appendix D and as required by 40
CFA 1500-1508, 43 CFR 1800 and 43 CFR 4120,



