APPENDIX B

PROCEDURES FOR PROCESSING REQUESTS FOR
EXCEPTIONS OF SEASONAL STIPULATIONS AND/
OR CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

1. A request for exception of leasa stipulations or parmit
conditions of approval must be initiated inowriting by the
oparator. This may be done concurrenily with submis-
sion of an application (fypical for situations invalving
lease stipulations), or subsequeant to permit approval {in
the case of GDAs altached to approved permit).

2. When requesied concurrantly with an application, the
exception of a stipulation or COA is considerad as part
of the project proposal in AMP and NEPA compliance
FEVIENN.

4. For saparals raquasis, the raquest is considered as a
unigué action and is analyzed and documented individu-
ally for AMP and MNEPA compliance.

4. In both casas, procassing includes cooardination with
Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) for
spasonal wikdile-based leasa stipulations or permil
COAs. The genaral faciors thal need 1o be considered
wihian avalsaling a reguest are provided in Tabla B-1,

5. The unpredictability of weather, animal movemeand
and condition, ele.,, preclude analysis of requests related
to wildlife far in advance of the lime pariods in question.

6. Analysis of requests include review of polantial miti-
gation measures and alternatives (traflic resinctions,
alternative schaduling, staged activity, &ic.).

TABLE B-1

Factors to be Considered When Evaluating Proposals to Except Stipulations
on Oil and Gas Leases or Conditions of Approval
for APDs or Geophysical Exploration Permits

The oil and gas industry interesis in the CAP area have asked tha BLM to changa from & list of “factors
to be considered”, to a list of “decision criteria used”, when evaluating proposed exceptions of lease
stipulations or conditions of approval {COAs) for APDs or geophysical exploration permils.  Upon
considering this request, ihe BLM agreses that this would be a desirable goal, Because of the myrad of
variables thaf are involved, and becausa sufficient data upon which to design such crileria {that would be
applicabla to the GAP araa) is not availabda, it is nol passible to develop thase criteria at this tima, Howaver,
the BLM will work toward developing such a sat ol decision criteria. This would begin by utilizing the
experience and function of the BPLWG and the findings of the study on alfects of oil and gas developmant
on mule dear, and be coninuad through the varous monitoring and othar sludies thai will be conductad
in the area. In tha interim, he loflowing factors will be used whan evaluating and determining wheather

excapbons will be allowed.

All evaluations conductad must include documentation of the analytical procedure used [e.g., Wildiifa/
Fisheries Productivity Analysis - BLM BDD0-INT-14 Training Handbook) and the rationals for the conclu-

sions reached.

I. Abiobte Factors

A, Climate

—  Whal are the saasonal wealhar pattams for the area?

—  What ara the currént snow conditions (depth, crusting, longeawvity)?
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What are the currant and historie precipitation records {amount, periodicity, form)?

— Whal are tha currant and historie temperature conditions (norms, lows, recent longavity)?

What are tha currant wind chill faciors as an indication of animals enargy use [daily parodicity
and recant longewvity)7

B. Water

How might the proximity of available water affect animal populations in the area?

What is the water quality relative to wildlife usability and suitability for fish and aguatic
organisms?

Will the propesed activity create any water hazards (e.g., fish barriers, entrapment, drowning
hazards, elc.)?

Wil fish and wildlida habitat be affected by any change in walter quakity?

C. Space

Are there any lopographic/geographic habitat limitations presant (e.g., escarpments, atc.)?

What are the current road/access networks and their relationship/proximity to animal use
greas and walers supporting fisheres (road density, screening, [uxtaposition relative 1o
migration routes)?

What are the location and dansity of oil and gas developmant lacilities, as well as other
management facilities (e.g.. fences), and their impact on wildife use areas and walers
supporting fisheries (facility hazards)7?

Willincreased incidence of special competition, bath interspecies and intraspecies, result from
proposed activities?

What is the juxtaposition of forage, cover, and water relative to habitat usability?

D. Soils/Surface Disturbance

==

What is the location and condition of roads and drill pads relative 1o stespness and soil
stability?

What Is the location and design of stream crossings relative to stream bank and stream
channal stability?

Béotle Factors

A Forage

Will forage compatition, beth interspecies and intraspecies, result from the proposed activi-
ties?

Are there impacts to forage as a result of oil and gas activities?

Will proposed activities affect forage quality, quantity, and availability?
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Is there a potential for increased oocurrence of gam dame (i.e., damage claims) resulting from
oll and gas activites?

Connir

S

What s the availability of adequate (qualty and quantity) cover, both vegetative and
lopographic, for both termestrial and aquatic species?

Mortality/Natality

Wheat is the current estimate of animal condition in the arca?
Wheat is the likedihood of introduction of disease and increasad incidence of epirootics?

What is the likedihood of increase predation resulting from decreased habitat securty and
overcrowding as & result of displacement?

Are there current or potential stress related problems in animal populations resulting from
human disturbance and displacemeant (overcrowding and adverse behawioral modificatons
resulting from human activities)?

Is there a fikefihood of decrease natality and recruitment resulting from overcrowding?

What is the likelihood of accidents (e.g., wildlite collisions with vehicles, or poaching) resulting
from increased human activity?

Resource Concems

— s the original resource concem profected by the stipulation still valid? If not, is there any

passibility the original resource concam will retumn? (Determination must be supporied by
resource data),

— Duonew resource concems axist? Hso, what are they, and how dao they relate to this proposal?
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