March 2004

United States
Department of
Interior,

Bureau of Land
Management

United States
Department of
Agriculture,
Forest Service

NW-ID-2003-069

Predecisional
Environmental Assessment

Hoback Ranches Community
Sublette County, Wyoming

Pinedale Field Office, U.S. Bureau of Land Management and
Bridger-Teton National Forest, Big Piney Ranger District, U.S. Forest Service

For Information Contact:
Bureau of Land Management
Pinedale Field Office

P.O. Box 768

432 East Mill Street
Pinedale, Wyoming 82941



Predecisional Environmental Assessment Hoback Ranches Community-at-Risk

Contents

CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION: PURPOSE AND NEED ...,
Project Location
Background
Purpose of & Need for Action
Conformance Statement: Relationship to Statutes, Regulations, or Other Plans
Decision Framework
CHAPTER 2 — ISSUES AND ALTERNATIVES ...ttt stee e e
Public Involvement and Development of 1ssues
Alternative Development Process
Alternative 1 NO ACTION
Alternative 2 PROPOSED ACTION
Alternative 3 NO HELICOPTER LOGGING
Alternative 4 NO NEW ROAD CONSTRUCTION
Alternative 5 SHADED FUEL BREAKS ONLY
Alternative Comparison

0 Ul Wk

15

CHAPTER 3-AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

OF THE ALTERNATIVES ... oottt ettt st ettt s sbeene s sne e
Genera Setting
Critical Elements of the Human Environment
Physical Factors
Biological Factors
Socioeconomic Factors
Cumulative Effects and Effects Summary
List of Preparers/Public/Agencies CONSUITE ..........coveiieeieieee e
REFERENGCES ........ccoi ettt ettt ettt ettt e st e e aeshe et e e asesbeeaeeseesbeesbesatesaeebesaeesbeensesaeenns
APPENDIX A — Glossary
APPENDIX B — Standards and Guidelines
APPENDIX C -BLM Fuels Treatment Recommendations
APPENDIX D — Forest Service Fuels Treatment Recommendations
APPENDIX E —Class | Cultural Resource Inventory

17
18
22
29
40
41



Predecisional Environmental Assessment Hoback Ranches Community-at-Risk

Tables
Table 1. Extent of Treatment for Each AIternatiVe...........cccoeovveevieceseseee e 15
Table 2. Comparison of Direct Effects by Alternative..........cccvevvecevevecce e 16
Table 3. Critical Elements of the Human EnNVironment............cccccvveveeieseeseese s 19
Table4. Special Status SPECIES LISE ....cvviieieeieeeeeere e 31
Figures
Figure 1. General ProjeCt LOCALION.........cciieieiiesieeieseesie e ee s ee e sse e ae e e e e ae e e nneenaesneeneas 2

[T (U2 = (o001 o I A 1 o o O 12




