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Dear Reader:

This Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) on the proposed Desolation Flats Natural
Gas Field Development Project is submitted for your review and comment. This DEIS has been
prepared to analyze the potential impacts of the drilling and production operations of natural gas
wells and associated access roads, pipelines, and production facilities proposed by several
companics within the proposed project area located in Carbon and Sweetwater Counties,
Wyoming.

A Technical Support Document has also been prepared in conjunction with the DEIS. The
document contains detailed technical information for air quality modeling. A limited number of
technical support documents are available upon request or they may be reviewed at the BLM
offices listed below. The DEIS and the technical support document are both available to be
viewed or downloaded, from our Bureau of Land Management (BLM) State website at

wynLwy, blm, gov,

The Desolation Flats Project Area (DFPA) includes 233,542 acres with surface ownership at
approximately 96 percent Federal (225,205 acres), 3 percent private (6,660 acres), and less than
1 percent State (1,677 acres). Currently, there are 63 producing and shut-in natural gas wells and
a small infrastructure of roads and pipelines for natural gas production already in place within
the DFPA.

Three alternatives have been analyzed. Under the Proposed Action the effects of developing the
natural gas resource by drilling up to 385 new wells at 361 locations over the next 20 years and
developing additional infrastructure needed to link the wells with existing transportation systems
were analyzed. Alternative A analyzes the effects of developing 592 new wells at 555 locations
and developing additional infrastructure necessary to link the wells with existing transportation
systems over the same time period as the Proposed Action. The No Action Altemnative analyzes
the effects of limiting development in the DFPA to that which has been analyzed in previous
environmental documents for the Mulligan Draw and the Dripping Rock/Cedar Breaks. Any
development proposal would be reviewed on a case-by-case basis by the BLM.

If you wish to submit comments on the DEIS, we request that you make them as specific as
possible. Comments will be more helpful if they include suggested changes, sources, or
methodologies. Comments that contain only opinions or preferences, will not receive a formal
response. However, they will be considered and included as part of the BLM decisionmaking
process.
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Two formal hearings will be scheduled to obtain public comments on the proposed project and
the DEIS; one at the BLM Rock Springs Field Office, Rock Springs, Wyoming, and one at the
BLM Rawlins Field Office, Rawlins, Wyoming. All meetings or hearings, and any other public
involvement activities will be announced at least 15 days in advance through public notices,
media news releases, and/or mailings.

This DEIS was prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act and other
regulations and statutes, to address possible environmental and socioeconomic impacts which
could result from the project. This DEIS is not a decision document. Its purpose is to inform the
public of the impacts associated with implementing the companies' drilling proposal, to evaluate
alternatives to the proposal, and solicit the public for comments. This DEIS also provides
information to other regulatory agencies for use in their decisonmaking process for other permits
required for implementation of the project.

Freedom of Information Act Considerations: Public comments submitted for this DEIS,
including the names and street addresses of respondents, will be made available for review after
the comment period closes at the Rock Springs and Rawlins Field Offices during regular
business hours (7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.), Monday through Friday, except holidays. Public
comments will be published as part of the Final EIS. Individual respondents may request
confidentiality. 1f you wish to withhold your name or address from public review or from

disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act, you must state this prominently at the
beginning of your writlen comment. Such requests will be honored to the extent allowed by law.

All submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves
as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, will be made available for public
inspection in their entirety.

Please retain this copy of the DEIS for future reference as the Final EIS may be published in an
abbreviated format. A copy of the DEIS has been sent to affected Federal, State. and local
government agencies and to those persons who responded by retuming the postcards to BLM
which indicated that they wished to receive a copy of the DEIS. Copies of the DEIS are
available for public inspection at the BLM offices listed below.

Bureau of Land Bureau of Land Bureau of Land
Management Management Management
Wyoming State Office Rock Springs Ficld Office  Rawlins Field Office
5353 Yellowstone Road 280 Highway 191 North 1300 N, Third Street
Cheyenne, WY 82001 Rock Springs, WY 82901  Rawlins, WY 82301

obert A. Bennett
State Director



Desolation Flats
Natural Gas Development Project

Carbon County, Wyoming
Sweetwater County, Wyoming

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

[X] Draft [] Final
Lead Agency:
U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management
Cooperating Agencies:
None
Counties That Could Be Directly Affected:

Carbon County, Wyoming
Sweetwater County, Wyoming

Abstract:

The Draft EIS analyzes a proposal by Marathon Oil Company and other Operators to continue to
drill additional development wells in their leased acreage within the Desolation Flats natural gas
development area (approximately 233,542 acres) of southcentral Wyoming.

The Desolation Flats project is located in Carbon and Sweetwater counties, Wyoming. The DFPA
is generally located in Townships 13 through 16 North and Ranges 93 through 96 West, 6™
Principal Meridian. Access to the DFPA is provided by WYO 789 from Interstate 80 at Creston
Junction south to the intersection with Carbon County Road 608. Access to the interior of the
project area is provided by an existing road network developed to service prior and on-going drilling
and production activities.

The Proposed Action of drilling approximately 385 natural gas wells at 361 well locations, with a
forecasted success rate of 65 percent (250 producing wells) was determined by summarizing
drilling plans projected by the Desolation Flats Operators over the next twenty-year planning period.
Drilling estimations were based on reasonably foreseeable spacing and drilling projections into
areas within the project area where the planned production and development activities would occur.
The proposed development is in addition to approximately 63 wells that have been drilled and
developed in the project area. The proposed development wells, access roads, pipelines, and other
ancillary facilities located on public lands would be permitted with the BLM and the Wyoming Oil
and Gas Conservation Commission (WOGCC). Facilities located on privately owned surface would
be permitted with the appropriate surface owner. The precise number of additional wells, locations



of the wells, and timing of drilling associated with the proposed natural gas development project
would be directed by the success of development drilling and production technology, and economic
considerations.

This EIS analyzes the impacts of the Proposed Action, alternative to the Proposed Action, and the
No Action Alternative. The EIS describes the physical, biological, cultural, historic, and
socioeconomic resources in and surrounding the project area. The focus for impact analysis was
based upon resource issues and concerns identified during public scoping.

Potential impacts of concern from development are to recreation and visual impacts; sage grouse
breeding and nesting habitat and populations; special status plant and wildlife species; soil erosion
and sediment increases within the project area; impacts to air quality; socioeconomic impacts to
Carbon and Sweetwater counties; and cumulative effects.
Other Environmental Review or Consultation Requirements:
This EIS, in compliance with Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act (as amended), includes
the Biological Assessment for the purpose of identifying any endangered or threatened species
which are likely to be affected by the Proposed Action.
Lead Agency Contact:
For further information, contact John Spehar at the Rawlins Field Office, (307) 328-4264.
Comments on this draft EIS should be submitted in writing to :

Bureau of Land Management

John Spehar, Project Coordinator

P.O. Box 2407
Rawlins, Wyoming 82301

Date by which comments must be received by the BLM at the above address: 60 days
following publication of the EPA Notice of Availability in the Federal Register.

Anticipated date of EPA Notice of Availability published in the Federal Register:

April 2003 (Refer to the Wyoming BLM website at www.wy.bim.gov to find the actual
closing date of the comment period).
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Prepared by

This Environmental Impact Statement was prepared by Gary Holsan Environmental Planning, an
environmental consulting firm, with the guidance, participation, and independent evaluation of the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The BLM, in accordance with Federal regulation 40 CFR 1506.5(a)
and (b), is in agreement with the findings of the analysis and approves and takes responsibility for the
scope and content of this document.

April, 2003



