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United States Department ol the Interior

BUREAL OF LAND MANADEMENT
Pk Bprisge Faehl CElee
2HA | Hghwerp Q0 Bl
s Spwing, Wpremlag ARRGSHAT

3162/GE40 (040
Tea Mile Rim LBA project

February 5, 2004

RECEIVED

Ms. Knhbeon Brwln

U1.5. Fish und Wildlife Service FEB 11 7004
F..n.m'[n-g]:al Services

4000 Airport Parkway lﬁmmw
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 '

Pear Mz, Erwin:

We huve received notificsibon from Bridger Coal Company, that they arc requesting o ool Lease
by Application for underground mining, located in Townships 21 and 22 North and Ranges 100
encd 101 Weat, They correnily have adjacent scctions under kease and are actively mining within
thase seclions,

Our biolaglst has conducted o constderable number of fleld reviews within the praject area Tor
core hole drlling, necess roads, power lines and associated facilities. Within the praject arca,
habitat for listed and candidato plant ond wildlife species has not been identified.

This letter represents consultation in compliance with 50 CFR 402,11 and 402.12(c). for which
w regquest your concurrence. The Burean of Land Management (310} received o lisuof
eondidute, proposed and listed wildlife and plants from your offlce o January 20, 2004.
Attached for your reference is 4 mop of the Ten Mile LBA lease arew. Following s a namrative
Tor each species of concem,

Hald Lagle

Nesting and roost habitat does Aot oecur in the area of proposed activity. The nearest Buld eagle
feeding and winter rocsting habitit 1o this project is tbowt 47 miles fo the northwest, on the
Ciroon [iver,

Determinarion: There would be “no effoct” o bald cagles or their habitat es o resull of
the propased coal lease projest.

Minimizatfon Measures: Mone pesded.



i

Elack Footed Ferrel

A small peairic dog colony is known to occur ong-half mils southwest of the wesl leaae ren
boundary and a larger colony is located about five miles south of the south boundury. Thosa
colonies are separated by five and onc-half miles of sagebrush and greasswood which has no
proiric dog activity.

Petermination: The implementation of the proposed action would result in i "ne cffost”
determination fior the black-foated ferret. g

Minhiization Maasures: Continue to moniter prairie dog colonics near the lease arcn ancd
proseribe awoidance.

Ule Ladies"tresses
Utc Ladies-1resses hobitat is not peesent in the onalysis area. The Ten Mibe Leass by Application
arca has no riparian habitat, nor perennial streams providing habitat for this plant species.

Determmination: The implementation of the proposed lease will tesult in a "o alfect”™
determination, =

Minimization Measures: None requined,

Colorade River water depletions

With this better we wish to initiste furmal consultation lor Colorada River water depletions,
Watcr depletion from the Colorado River and 15 tributarics has been determined to be jeopardizing
the continued existence of four endangered fish downstream from the project arca and owtside of
Wyoming. The US Fish and Wildlife Service has delermined that progress made under the
“Racovery and Implemeniation Program for Endangered Fish Species inthe Upper Colorado River
Basin has been sufficient to merit a waiver of the mitigation fee fov depletions of 100 acre-feet or
bczs.

Water use for the entire project is based on the amount of water it requires for onderground long-
wall welting and any dust sbatement. The Jease proponent informs the BLM thal they plan 1 use
327 ncre-fieet of water por year for the project. “The waler would come from existing weedls
drilled into the Erickson Formation. Our geologist has determined that the Evickson Formation is
not known 1o surface or provide Surface water which would affect downstroam sugmentaticn to
ihe Green River drainsge.

Determination: The implementation of praposed Lease by Application will resull in u
"Mo Effect” delermination.

Minimizotion Measures: Determination by USFWS as o whether or not a mitigation fee
i recqulnad,



Yellow-hilled cuckoo

The wellow-billed cuckoo is o condidate for listing e« threatencd or endangerad and may occur in
riparian arcas west of the Contincntal Divide in Wyeming. The Ten Mile LBA arca contains no
habiiat which would be suflable ler this speciey.

Pelermination; The léass and pursunnt sctivities would resull in a “ne elTeet
determination™ for the proposed yellow-billed cuckoo. B

Mintusizafon Meauras: None required.

.Egd{hn ﬁmjﬁ:

Small 1slands of moun win plover habitat are present in the lease area. This habdtat follows the
edge of plusaus and some north slopss of dralnages within the leuse boundary, Suitable
mauntain plover hablizt will be avaided by surface disturbancs actlvitics dusing the peried of
April 10 through July 10 snnually,

Gueater Sngo Groyss

Twn sage proose strutting grounds (leks) are known o coour within the proposce lease area,
Allhcugh present sttendance at these leks is low, neating bs known 1o eecur in most suitable
habilat within the Ten Mile LBA. A “contralled surface use” stipulalion will be applicd from
lighruary | through May 15, within Y mile radiue of active stnitting grounds from 6 pam, 10 9
aun. doily. The sctunl timing of this stipulation can be medified by weather conditions such as
Fo And eloudy conditions, ar clesr, brightTmooniinights. Seasonal restriclions weald be applicd
through Tuly 31, within an additighal 1.75 mi]:ﬂn—]::lﬁ. fre Jeks To profoct suge groise nesting
Iobitat, Aress within that radins fot-used formfling can be excepted provided actual nesting
nreas ane not nffected.

Should you requite additienal information far elarifleation of Section 7 relsted J4sucs, pleass
comtact Jim Dunder at fim-dundor@blm.soy. or call 307-352-0315,

Sincerely
77/1&_.0 ??;azead-
Michaal R. Holbert

Field Munager

Atwehments: Project area map for the Ten Mile LBA Jease area.





