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UNITED STATESFISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
FINAL CONFERENCE OPINION OR CONFORMATION LETTER
FOR THE
PACIFIC RIM SHALLOW GASEXPLORATION
AND
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
SWEETWATER COUNTY, WYOMING



3162/6840 (040)
Pacific Rim Shallow Gas Project

August 16, 2004

Ms. Kathleen Erwin

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services

4000 Airport Parkway
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001

Dear Ms. Erwin;

We have received notification that Warren E. & P., is planning to expand their pilot shallow gas
project with the addition of more wells. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provided comments and
a list of endangered, threatened, candidate, and proposed species to the scoping statement late last
year.

This letter represents consultation in compliance with the Endangered Species Act of 1972 in which
we request your concurrence on our determinations for the following species.

Bald Eagle ‘
Nesting and roost habitat does not occur in the area of proposed activity. The nearest Bald eagle

feeding and winter roosting habitat to this project is about 55 miles to the northwest, on the

Green River.
Determination: There would be “no affect” to bald eagles or their habitat as a result of the
project.

Minimization Measures: None needed.

Black Footed Ferret

White-tailed prairie dog colonies are known to occur within the project area. Ferret searches have
been completed by the project proponent on colonies that may be impacted by surface disturbing
activity. No evidence of ferrets has been identified. Ferret searches will continue for additional
projects should they occur within active prairie dog colonies.

Determination: The implementation of the proposed action would result in a “may affect, not
likely to adversely affect” determination for the black-footed ferret.

Minimization Measures: Continue to monitor prairie dog colonies within the Pacific Rim
area and prescribe avoidance and/or require ferret searches.




Ute Ladies'-tresses
Ute Ladies'-tresses habitat is not present in the analysis area. The Pacific Rim shallow gas project
area has no riparian habitat, nor perennial streams to provide habitat for this species.

Determination: Continued drilling and development of the Pacific Rim project will result in
a “no affect” determination for this species.

Minimization Measures: None required.

Colorado River water depletions
With this letter we wish to initiate formal consultation for the Colorado River endangered fishes and

their designated critical habitat. Water depletion from the Colorado River and its tributaries has been
determined to be jeopardizing the continued existence of four endangered fish downstream from the
project area.

Water use for the entire project is based on the amount of water it requires for drilling, pipeline
hydrostatic testing and road dust abatement. The total amount will be within the range of

0.88 acre feet/year and 1.42 acre feet/year. Water for this project is presently being purchased from
the Joint Powers and Water Board in Rock Springs (100% municipal water). Produced water within
the project is being injected through Warren’s injection well located in Section 31, T15N, R101W.

Determination: “No affect” to the four Colorado River fishes and/or their designated critical
habitat.

Minimization Measures: None needed.

The following species were address in the original species list at the beginning of the project but no
longer have status under the ESA, or are currently under review by the FWS. These species are
discussed for the Fish and Wildlife Service’s information and to show our ongoing support of the
Endangered Species Act.

Yellow-billed cuckoo

The yellow-billed cuckoo is a candidate for listing as threatened under the Endangered Species Act
(1972) and may occur in riparian areas west of the Continental Divide in Wyoming. The Pacific Rim
area contains no habitat which would be suitable for this species.

Determination: Continued gas exploration and development and pursuant activities would
have no impacts to the yellow-billed cuckoo.

Minimization Measures: None needed.




Mountain Plover

Considerable mountain plover habitat is present within the proposed shallow gas development area.
This habitat is found in valley bottoms and within prairie dog colonies. Suitable mountain plover
habitat will be avoided by surface disturbance activities during the period of April 10 through July 10
annually. '

Greater Sage Grouse :
Two sage grouse strutting grounds (leks) are known to occur within the proposed lease area.

Although present attendance at these leks is low, nesting has been known to occur in suitable habitat.
A “controlled surface use” stipulation will be applied from February 1 through May 15, within %
mile radius of active strutting grounds from 6 p.m. to 9 a.m. daily. The actual timing of this
stipulation can be modified by weather conditions such as fog and cloudy conditions, or clear, bright
moonlit nights. Seasonal restrictions would be applied through July 31, within an additional 1.75
mile radius from lek perimeters to protect sage grouse nesting habitat. Areas within that area not
used for nesting can be excepted provided actual nesting areas are not affected.

Should you require additional information for please contact Lorraine Keith at Lorraine
Keith_@BLM.GOV, or call 307-352-0308.

Sincerely
/s/ Michael R. Holbert

Michael R. Holbert
Field Manager

Attachments: Project area map for the Pacific Rim shallow gas project.

cc: file 3162/6840 (040)

Bcc Lorraine Keith
Darlene Horsey




'Y AUG-27-04 FRI 01:16 PM FAX KO,

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIRE SERVICE

Ecological Services
4000 Airport Parkway
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001
(n Reply Reler To:
LiS-61411/W.02/W Y8733
Mcmorandum
Ta: Michael Holbet!, Field Manager, Burcau of Land Management, Rock Springs

Field Officc, Rock Springs, Wyoming

I'roni: («Bn'an T. Kelly, Field Supervisor, U.S. «ish,m%Wildli fe Service, Wyoming Field
& v Office, Cheyenne, Wyoming \

Subject: Request for Concurrence for the Pacific Rim Shallow Gas Project

Thank you for your letier of August 16, 2004, regarding the proposed Pacific Rim shallow gas
project located in T13-15N, R100-101W in Swectwater County, Wyoming. You have stated that
the project proponent is proposing lo expand the existing pilot project. Our olfice provided
comments regarding 120 proposed wells in our scoping Ictter of November 6, 2003. You have
requested concurrence for your determinations of effects o listed and proposcd spccics pursuant
{0 the Endangered Specics Act of 1973 (Act), as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 ef seq. Based on our
review of your letter and subsequent information, the Scrvice’s concurrence is not required for
this project. We are providing the following comments based on the information provided in

your letter and August 24, 2004, email from Lorraine Keith, wildlifc biologist with the Bureau of
Land Management’s (Bureau) Rock Springs Office.

Your letter indicates that white-tailed prairic dog towns and/otr complexes occur within the
project arca, A personal communication with Lorraine Keith, of your office, stated {hat black-
fooled ferret surveys were conducted in mid-October of 2003 pursuant to the Black-footed I7erret
Survey Guidelines (1989). Additionally, recent efforts by the Service, the Wyoming Game and
Tish Department as well as others, has identificd this arca as being block cleared and surveys for
ferrels are no longer warranted (letter of February 2, 2004). Bascd on this in formation the
Service believes that the project area is not likely to be inhabited by black-footed ferrets, and
consultation for this species is not required. We do, however, continue to recominend that prairic

dog towns be prolected for their valuc to the myriad of species that inhabit them and for potential
future reintroduction of black-footed ferrets,

Your letter also indicates that depletions {o the Colorado River system are expected from this
project, TTowever, the supplemental information provided in the August 8, 2004, email stated
that your request for formal consultation for depletions was in crror. The email clarified that all
water used in dust abatement, drilling and hydrostatic testing of pipelines will be obtained from
the Joint Powers and Water Board in Rock Springs for which a biological opinion was issucd
Scplember 27,1993, Therefore, consultation for Colorado River depletions is not required.
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Your letter indicates that mountain plover (Charadrius monlanus) and greater sage-grouse
(Centrocercus urophasianus) habitat occurs within the project area. The Services commends
your cfforis to protect the mountain plover by prohibiting surface disturbing activities in plover
habitat, Additionally, your letter discusses various measures to protect sage-grousc and their
habitats. The Service recommends that protective measures follow those stated in Connelly

(2000), The Service recommends that the Bureau use their authority to not grant cxccptions to
cstablished protective measures,

We appreciate your cfforts to ensure the conservation of endangered, threatened, and candidate
specics and migratory birds. If you have further questions regarding our comments or your

responsibililies under the Act, please contact Kathleen Erwin of my staff at the lettcrhead address
ot phonc (307)772-2374, cxtension 28,
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cc: WGF, 1.ander, Non-Game Coordinator (B.Oaklcaf)
WGF, Cheyenne, Statewide Habitat Protection Coordinator (V. Stelter)






