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Use of Palm PDA for Nested Frequency Rangeland Monitoring Method


Using the Palm OS PDA

For

Nested Frequency

(For instructions on methodology)

See Interagency Technical 

Reference BLM/RS/ST-96/002+1730

Sampling Vegetation

Attributes

1996
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After opening the program with this icon � select a record by touching that record, or start a new record by touching new





Enter the Heading data for the new record using the built in keyboard, graffiti, or a portable keyboard.





Touching the boxes under Plant will bring up a drop down menu.  You can select a plant code from the menu, enter a new plant or clear a plant code.  To enter a plant, touch that plant in the menu.





Begin entering data by first touching the Quad button at the bottom of the screen





If you touch New Plant in the drop down menu, this screen will come up allowing you to enter a new plant code.





Enter the transect data by first selecting the plants found in the Nested Frame, then enter the number of frames the plant is found in, 1, 2, 3, or 4 according to the procedure found in Interagency Technical Reference Sampling Vegetation Attributes.  Enter the number by touching the screen where you want to enter the number, and use graffiti, or the built in keyboard to enter the number.  The built in keyboard can be accessed by touching the 123 as shown.





The example shows the data from the first Quadrat of the transect.





Before proceeding to the 2nd quadrat, enter the cover data by first touching the Cov button at the bottom of the screen.





Enter the cover hits by touching the arrows.  The up arrow enters a hit and the down arrow removes a hit in case of a mistake. 





After entering the cover data return to the Quadrat screen by touching the Qad button at the bottom of the screen, and proceed to the next quadrat.





The arrows in the lower right hand corner of the Screen allow you to move among the screens.  The left and right arrows switch between the screens showing quadrats 1 thru 10 and 11 thru 20.  The up and down arrows move the screens up and down to show additional plants if there are more than 8 plant species in the transect.





This example shows screen 2 of the bear mtn #1 transect since there are 12 total plant species in the transect.  This screen can be viewed by touching the down arrow.





This example shows the cover data after the transect has been completed. 





 Touch the Dne button to save the data.





Touching the Frq button allows you to view the summary screen for the transect.  The PDA calculates the number of hits by frame size for each species, and calculates the % frequency for each species by frame size 1, 2, 3, and 4.





This example shows screen 2 of the summary screen since there are more than 8 plant species.  The up and down arrows move between these two screens.





There is also a comment or remarks screen that is accessed by touching the Com button.  Remarks can be entered using graffiti, the built in keyboard, or a portable keyboard.





 Installing and Downloading the Nested Frequency data is the same as shown below for the greenline method except the excel file will be named nested.xls and the conduit setup file will be NestedCouduitSetup11.zip





You can turn the conduit on and off by right clicking on the hotsync icon and selecting custom.  Then highlight the Greenline Conduit and click change.  If the conduit is set to do nothing, the excel file will not be created; however the data will be backed up in the backup directory.





When you install the greenline conduit by clicking on the GreenlineConduitSetup10.zip icon and then clicking on the setup.exe in the WinZip window, a Greenline directory is created under your user name where your palm files normally download.  When you hotsync your PDA, the conduit creates a Microsoft excel file in that directory.





� EMBED Package  ���





The Nested Frequency program downloads to an Excel file, and all the data for a transect is stored on one line.  Use the scroll bar at the bottom of the Excel screen to move from left to right through the data.





The column widths are all the same in the excel file and may be two narrow to view all the data in a column.  Use your cursor to widen the columns to view all the data.





Because the column widths are two narrow, the actual quadrat data is shown in scientific notation.  





This is corrected by widening the column width, and formatting the cells as numbers with no decimal places. (See below)





After correcting the column width and formatting, the data is shown in a single column with numbers in their respective position and zeros for blanks.





The example shows the data for CHVI8 with the 4 in the 15th position.








