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Wildlife Mitigation Projects 
 
Year Project Name DESCRIPTION STATUS ACRES 

2015 Greater Sage- 
Grouse 
Mitigation 

This is a JIO and PAPO project that 
includes fence marking, windmill 
conversion to solar, water guzzlers, 
road signage, fence modification, 
lek enhancement, etc. Projects will 
be in collaboration with the local 
SG working group.  

$100,000 approved for 
JIO projects and $50,000 
approved for PAPO. 
These projects are a 
continuation of PAPO 
sage-grouse mitigation 
projects from 2014. 

 

 Boulder Lake 
Campground 
Maintenance 

This JIO project is for the 
development of boulder barriers to 
keep cattle and ATV use away from 
the campground. 

Project was completed 
utilizing a portion of 
$35,000 in leftover 
project funds.  

 

 New Fork 
Fisheries 
Improvement 

This JIO recreation project is to 
help design bank stabilization to 
improve boating and fishing access 
on the New Fork River. 

$5,000 was approved 
and planning efforts 
have begun.  

 

 Flushing Bars  This JIO & PAPO project will offer 
fabrication and installation of 
flushing bars for hay producers to 
minimize sage-grouse mortality. 

$15,000 was approved 
for JIO and $15,000 was 
approved for PAPO.  
Project began during 
summer 2015.  

 

 Muleshoe 
Bend Water 
Enhancement 

This JIO project will result in 
improved forage for pronghorn and 
other wildlife.  

$50,000 was approved 
for this project. 

 

 Sagebrush 
Mower 

This PAPO project is a 50% cost 
share with the Mulie Fanatics 
organization, to have a mower 
available for any PAPO projects 
requiring sagebrush mowing.  

$10,000 was approved 
for purchasing a mower. 

 

 PAPA Weed 
Inventory and 
Treatment 

This PAPO project will help control 
weed invasion on the Mesa. 

$25,000 was approved 
and the project was 
completed.  

 

 Webb Draw 
Sagebrush 
Treatment 

This PAPO pilot project will 
determine the benefits to wildlife 
from mechanical treatments in the 
sagebrush community present in 
Webb Draw north of Pinedale.  

$2,000 was approved 
and the mechanical 
treatment was 
completed.  

 

2014 North Mesa 
Basin 
Reservoir 
Improvement 

The purpose of this PAPO water 
reservoir improvement project is to 
provide water for livestock and 
wildlife. 
 

$40,000 was approved 
plus funding for 
associated wildlife-
friendly fencing.  
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2014 

 
Mesa Fence 
Modification 

 
This PAPO project will complete the 
wildlife-friendly fence project on 
the Mesa and help minimize 
mortality of mule deer, pronghorn 
and sage- grouse. 

 
$175,000 was approved 
with the confirmation of 
matching funds and the 
use of new wire.  Project 
was completed in 2015.  

 

2014 Greater Sage- 
Grouse 
Mitigation 

PAPO projects to be implemented 
include fence marking, windmill 
conversion to solar, road signage, 
fence modification and lek habitat 
enhancement.  

$100,000 was approved 
in 2014. Project 
implementation began 
in 2014 with continued 
implementation in 2015. 

 

2013 Sublette Mule 
Deer Cultural 
Survey 

This PAPO project is the cultural 
support component of the Sublette 
Mule Deer Habitat Improvement 
Project.  The cultural survey work 
was contracted out and the field 
work completed in Fall 2013 with a 
final report completed in late 2013. 

$30,000 was approved 
for cultural survey work.  
An additional $15,000 
for surveys came from 
BLM funds along with 
$30,000 in funds 
approved in 2012.   
Project is in compliance 
with Section 106 of the 
NHPA.  

4,200+ acres 

 2013 Sublette Mule 
Deer Habitat 
Improvement 
Project 

This is a PAPO habitat 
improvement  project in the 
Ryegrass, Soapholes and northern 
Mesa areas  to improve forage for 
migrating and wintering mule deer. 

Funded for $300,000 
contingent on 
completion of an 
Environmental 
Assessment.  It is 
anticipated habitat 
projects will start in 
2016.  

Alternative 
acreages 
range from 
zero to 4,200 

 2013 Rolling 
Thunder 
Ranch Aspen 
Treatments 

This is a PAPO aspen treatment 
project that will benefit mule deer 
and other wildlife.  

Funded for $60,000 to 
leverage additional 
partnerships with mule 
deer support 
organizations.    

3150 
estimated at 
initial project 
proposal 

 2013 Chalk Buttes 
water 
improvement 
project. 

This is a JIO project that when 
completed will provide additional 
water for livestock/wildlife and 
improve range condition.  2016 is 
the scheduled completion date.  

$63,000 is currently 
available to finish the 
project.  An EA was 
completed and the well 
will be drilled in 2016.  

  

 2013 Greater Sage- 
Grouse Fence 
Marking  

This PAPO project is on-site 
mitigation consisting of marking 
high-priority  fences within the 
PAPA  that should reduce sage- 
grouse mortality  

Funded for $6,330.  
Fence marking began on 
Nov. 13, 2013 with 
eleven miles of fence 
marked within the 
PAPA.   Project is 
completed.  
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 2013 Hoback 
Mitigation 
and  
Protection 
Project 

This PAPO project compliments a 
state-wide effort to raise more 
than 8 million dollars to purchase 
oil/gas leases to protect wildlife 
habitat northwest of Pinedale.   

Funded for $200,000.  
All the money was 
raised to purchase the 
leases.  Project is 
completed. 

  

2012 Mesa Wildlife 
Friendly 
Fence Project 

This PAPO on-site project consists 
of retrofitting 100-miles of existing 
fence in mule deer crucial winter 
range on the Mesa to wildlife 
friendly specifications.  This project 
is referred to as Phase 1 with a 
Phase 2 component to be 
requested at a later date.  

Funded for $500,000. 
Phase I of the project 
has been completed 
with 33 miles of fence 
conversion completed.  
All funding for the 
project has been spent.   

  

 2012 Mesa 
Reservoir 
No.1 Well 
Project 

This PAPO on-site project consists 
of drilling and installation of 
livestock water well to redistribute 
livestock off of reclamation that is 
occurring in the core development 
area of the Anticline. The water 
well will have an overflow area and 
will provide water to wildlife from 
early spring to late fall.  

Funded for $51,500 with 
a $20,000 contribution 
from the Upper Green 
River Cattle Association 
and $35,000 from BLM 
8100 range 
improvement funds. 
This project is 
completed.  

  

 2012 Mesa 
Fertilization 
Data 
Collection 

This PAPO on-site project 
quantitatively monitors 2010 and 
2011 fertilization projects to 
monitor the vegetative response of 
the fertilization.  

Funded for $100,000.  
The project’s final 
report was prepared 
Spring 2015.  This 
project is completed.  

  

 2012 Mule Deer 
NEPA  

This PAPO project funds an 
Environmental Assessment that is a 
prerequisite to initiate mule deer 
habitat improvement projects in 
the Ryegrass, Soapholes and 
Northern Mesa areas.  

Funded 2012 for 
$100,000.  Expected 
completion of the EA is 
by January 2016.  

  

 2012 Sublette Mule 
Deer Cultural 
Survey  

This PAPO project was the initial 
cultural support project for the 
Sublette Mule Deer habitat 
improvement project which has 
resulted in an approved 
Programmatic Agreement . 

An initial funding of 
$30,000 was approved 
for this project that 
compliments the 2013 
approved cultural 
survey funding sources.  

  

 2012 Wildlife 
Friendly 
Fencing 
Initiative 

This PAPO project is an off-site 
fence conversion project along the 
Wind River Front area to benefit 
migrating mule deer and 
pronghorn.  

Funded for $250,000. 
This project is complete 
with 44.6 miles of fence 
that was converted.  
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2011 Mesa Mule 
Deer Winter 
Habitat 
Improvement 
Project 
 

This PAPO on-site project entailed 
fertilizing 1000 acres of rangeland 
on the flanks of the Anticline and 
within mule deer crucial winter 
range with the premise that 
improved winter forage may result 
for wintering mule deer.  

Funded for $215,700.  
The Mesa Fertilization 
Data collection project 
provides the resources 
to collect the 
monitoring data for this 
fertilization project that 
has been completed.  

1000 

 2011 Sommers/ 
Grindstone 
Conservation 
Easement 
Project 

This combination JIO/PAPO off-site 
project consists of three distinct 
conservation easement projects:  1) 
the Sommers/Todd Place project, 
2) the Scott Place project, and 3) 
the Duke Place project.  The three 
projects combined encompass 
approximately 19,000 deeded acres 
located at two critical locations 
along the Green River and at an 
important corridor and buffer area 
between the Bridger-Teton 
National Forest and the Green 
River.  This project also includes 
conservation practices to 
maintain/enhance valuable wildlife 
habitat, preserve a significant 
historical site, and allow public 
fishing access. 
 

Funded for $6,000,000 
from PAPO and 
$5,000,000 from JIO; 
conservation easement 
process has been 
completed. 

19,000 

2010 Mesa Mule 
Deer Winter 
Habitat 
Improvement 
Project 

The PAPO and the WGFD 
implemented a rangeland 
fertilization project on 468 acres on 
the Pinedale Anticline to 
potentially off-set natural gas 
development impacts on wintering 
mule deer. Sagebrush leaders and 
herbaceous production will be 
closely monitored on an annual 
basis during the next several years 
to determine the success of the 
treatment. Future projects or 
phases are being considered and 
identified pending the findings of 
the monitoring results. 

Funded for $46,000.  
This project was the 
initial project prior to 
the 1,000 acres that was 
funded in 2011 and also 
relates to the 2012 
funded project that will 
quantitatively 
determine the degree of 
success of the 
fertilization treatments.  

468 
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Wildlife Monitoring 

  Greater Sage- 
Grouse 
Sound Levels 

The purpose of the PAPO project 
report is to : 

• Determine background 
ambient sound levels (L90) 
at reference leks (outside 
the gas field) 

• Determine sound levels 
(L50) at treatment leks (in 
the gas field) 

• Determine sound levels 
(L50) of common gas field 
activities near treatment 
leks. 

 
Acoustic data was collected at 39 
different locations in the PAPA:  
3 reference leks, 19 treatment leks, 
and 17 gas field sound sources.  
The reference leks were in the 
Speedway and Ryegrass complexes, 
and the treatment leks were in the 
Mesa, Duke’s Triangle, and 
Yellowpoint complexes. 
 
 
 
 
 

Reports were prepared 
in 2013 and 2014.  
 
The 2013 final report 
was posted on 
September 22, 2013 and 
is available on the PAPO 
website. 
 
The 2014 final report 
was posted in Nov. 
2015.  

  

 Mule Deer 
Monitoring 

Quantitatively monitor and report 
mule deer population parameters 
and habitat use within the Pinedale 
Anticline Project Area (PAPA) and 
compared to reference area 
populations and habitat use.   

There is annual data 
collection that is posted.  

  

  Pronghorn 
Monitoring 

Quantitatively monitor and report 
mule deer population parameters 
and habitat use within the Pinedale 
Anticline Project Area (PAPA) and 
compare to reference area 
populations and habitat use. 
 
 
 

There is annual data 
collection that is posted.  
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  Pygmy Rabbit 
Monitoring 

Quantitatively monitor and report 
occurrence and numbers of pygmy 
rabbits and identify distribution 
and numbers changes within the 
PAPA and compare to reference 
area populations and habitat use. 
 

There is annual data 
collection that is posted.  

  

 Raptor 
Monitoring 

Determine the location and activity 
Determine the location and status 
of approximately 650 raptor 
nests/territories and conduct nest 
searches for new nests within the 
PAPA and 1.0-mile buffer of the 
PAPA.  Surveys of the New Fork and 
Green River Corridors (within the 
PAPA boundary and a 1.0-mile 
buffer) will be conducted to 
determine the 
occurrence/potential occurrence of 
winter bald eagle roosts. 

There is annual 
monitoring by the 
operators.  

  

 Greater Sage- 
Grouse 
Monitoring 

Quantitatively monitor and report 
Greater Sage-Grouse population 
parameters and habitat use within 
the PAPA and compare to 
reference area populations and 
habitat use.  

There is annual data 
collection that is posted.  

  

 Snow Depth 
& Traffic 
Monitoring 

Quantitatively monitor and report 
Snow Depth and Traffic Volumes 
within the PAPA and compare to 
reference area populations and 
habitat use. 
 

There was annual data 
collection through 2012.   

  

 White-tailed 
Prairie Dog 
Monitoring 

Quantitatively monitor and report 
occurrence and numbers of white-
tailed prairie dogs and identify 
distribution and numbers changes 
within the PAPA and compare to 
reference area populations and 
habitat use. 

There is annual data 
collection that is posted.  

  

 Bald Eagle 
Key Habitat 

Project will conduct research to 
better understand key habitats for 
Bald Eagles to ensure future 
mitigation efforts target the most 
effective areas to protect the 
species. 

There is 
annual data 
collection. 

  

 
 



JIO and PAPO Mitigation Project Summary for 2009 - 2015 

7 
 

AIR QUALITY 
 

2009-
2013 

Wood Stove 
change-out 
project 2009-
2013 

This JIO woodstove replacement 
project provided an opportunity 
for Sublette county citizens to 
change-out their older, non-
certified wood stoves for newer, 
less polluting, EPA certified stoves.  
Any entity was allowed to register 
for a certificate up to $3500 to 
purchase an EPA certified stove to 
replace an existing wood or gas 
stove.  

This project has been 
completed. 

 

2011 American 
Recovery and 
Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA) 
Diesel 
Emissions 
Reduction Act 
(DERA) 

This JIO project was proposed and 
administered by Wyoming DEQ.  
This project will reduce diesel 
emissions by approximately 130 
tons of nitrogen oxides, particulate 
matter, hydrocarbons, and carbon 
monoxide. Twenty-five engines 
belonging to project partners were 
identified for retrofitting.   

This project has been 
completed.  

American 
Recovery and 
Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA) 
Diesel 
Emissions 
Reduction 
Act (DERA) 

2010-
2012 

Air Quality 
Study for 
Ozone 
modeling 
(PASQUA) 

This PAPO on-site project relates to 
conducting air quality spatial 
measurements and surveys for 
improving emission inventory 
factors and VOC input data for 
ozone modeling associated within 
the PAPA (Jan. 2010 to August 
2012). 

Funded for $543,001. 
This project has been 
completed.  

Air Quality 
Study for 
Ozone 
modeling 
(PASQUA) 

 


