PINEDALE ANTICLINE PROJECT OFFICE (PAPO)

1625 West Pine
PO Box 768
Pinedale, Wyoming 82941
Attention: Project Coordinator 307-367-5386
Eric G. Decker: egdecker@blm.gov

2016 PAPO APPLICATION FOR FUNDING

(Deadline for applicants is February 1, 2016 - use additional sheets if necessary)

1. GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name: Murdock Cattle Company Wildlife Friendly Fence Conversion

General Location (distance and direction from nearest city/town, attach map at a scale not less than %4” = 1 mile):

The project location is approximately 3.5 miles North-Northwest of the intersection of Ehman Lane (County
Road 23-144) and Highway 191 in Pinedale, Wyoming.

Legal Location of Project (attach map at a scale not less than 1 inch = 2,000 feet).
Township: T 34 N

Range: R 109&110 W

Section(s):__ 19 (109) & 24 (110)

County:_23 (Sublette)

Surface Ownership (check all that apply): Federal State Private_ X

**|f project includes a mosaic of land ownerships (e.g., mix of federal, state and/or fee lands), provide a breakdown for
each specific owner by acres and percent of total project area.

Contact Information for Affected Parties or Agencies: Shari Meeks, smeeks@sublettecd.com

2. APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name/Organization: Coke Landers, Murdock Cattle Company; Shari Meeks, Sublette County Conservation
District

Mailing Address: PO Box 647

City: Pinedale State: WY Zip Code : 82941

Daytime Phone #  307-367-2257, ext. 114 Fax #

Email Address: clanders@sublettecd.com; smeeks@sublettecd.com
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Point of Contact (if different from above)

3. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

General Project Type (check all that apply):

Land Use/Livestock X Land Use/Recreation
Cultural Wildlife/Aquatic X
Air Other

Describe Project Proposal (e.g., mechanical treatment, water improvement, etc.)

Murdock Cattle Company is proposing to replace approximately 1.5 miles of existing 5- and 6-wire fence with
wildlife friendly fence. This fence is currently located on private lands along Ehman Lane, County Road 23-
144 and lies within seasonal habitat and less than 2 miles from the identified migration corridor for the
Sublette Mule Deer Herd and Pronghorn Antelope (see attached maps). Conversion of this fence will alleviate
wildlife movement by reducing the height of the fence, changing the type of wire, and reducing the amount of
wire. Murdock Cattle Company requires these fences for their rotation in order to sustainably manage their
lands; however it is a goal of the owner to provide suitable and accessible habitat for wildlife while also
maintaining their cattle operation. In an effort to reach this goal and continue to be good stewards of the land,
the landowner would like to replace the 5- and 6-wire fencing with wildlife friendly fence.

Total Project Acres (if applicable) n/a

Acres Indirectly Affected (if applicable, explain) n/a

4. A. WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT?

1) To convert approximately 1.5 miles of 5- and 6-wire fence to wildlife friendly fence.

2) To enhance the ability of mule deer and pronghorn antelope to migrate through Murdock Cattle Company
private lands with minimal issues of fence collision and injury to wildlife.

B. HOW DOES THE PROJECT MEET THE PAPO STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS? (please
refer to the PAPO 2016 Ranking Score Sheet — link is on PAPO website)

Goal 1: This project benefits wildlife on a landscape scale and is focused on the Sublette Mule Deer Herd
which is a population directly and indirectly affected by development on the PAPA. By converting fences that
are difficult for deer to cross to wildlife friendly, the landowners are helping to reduce stress and increase ease
for these deer populations to migrate.

Goal 2: The Sublette Mule Deer Herd population has seen negative population trends in recent history.
Converting 5- and 6-wire fencing to wildlife friendly has been a widely accepted “Best Management Practice”
throughout Sublette County (and Wyoming) as a mitigation measure for many wildlife species including
Pronghorn Antelope and Mule Deer.




C. HOW DOES THE PROJECT MEET THE 2016 PAPO PRIORITIES? (please refer to the
PAPO 2016 Ranking Score Sheet)

1) This fence conversion mitigates impacts to Mule Deer near their designated migration corridor; listed as a
high-priority issue in the 2016 Ranking Score Sheet.

2) Pronghorn Antelope also benefit from the fence conversion as the bottom wire will be smooth and the
spacing sufficient for unimpeded movement under the fence.

S. WHAT ARE THE DIRECT AND/OR INDIRECT EFFECTS ON OTHER RESOURCES?

The closest fence line to a lek is approximately 1.8 miles. There has not been any known sage grouse activity
or striking on the current fence and we do not anticipate there to be an effect on the bird. There is a water
source and adequate cover between the lek and the proposed fence location.

6. WHAT IS THE POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE EXPANSION OF THE PROJECT?

This can potentially turn into multiple phases of a project. There are several fence lines in and around the
ranch that are 5- and 6-wire that could be converted in the future.

7. LIST ALL PROJECT PARTNERS/COOPERATORS, THEIR ROLES AND/OR
CONTRIBUTIONS:

Sublette County Conservation District, Project Planning and Development
Murdock Cattle Company, Landowner and Financial Contributor

8. PROJECT MONITORING AND REPORTING: (Describe how monitoring and reporting will be
done, and how it relates to the objectives)

The project proponent will record project initiation and finalization. Photos will be taken before the project is
initiated and after the project is completed. All documentation will be submitted to the PAPO office for their
record-keeping.

Since Sage Grouse have been known to use the property, the current fence line nearest the lek will be observed
for strikes. If there is evidence of bird strikes, the fence will be appropriately marked to mitigate for sage
grouse strikes.

Q. RESEARCH POTENTIAL.: (Describe research potential of the project)

n/a




10. PERMITS AND AUTHORIZATIONS REQUIRED PRIOR TO PROJECT
IMPLEMENTATION (including but not necessarily limited to the following):

PERMIT OR AUTHORIZATION REQUIRED SUBMITTED APPROVED
Yes No Yes No Yes No

Cultural Resource Inventory
COE Section 404 Permit
Cooperative Agreement(s)
NEPA Analysis

Pesticide Application Permit
Private Landowner Agreement(s)
Sensitive Species Clearance
Surface/Ground Water Permits
T/E Species Clearance

XXX [X|X|X|X|X[X

Other (explain)

11. TOTAL PROJECT COST (Attach detailed budget)

Project Planning and Design $ 0.00
Project Implementation $ 23,760
Project Operation and Maintenance $ 0.00
Total Required $ 0.00

12. MATCHING FUNDS ANTICIPATED IN CASH (list source and amount)

n/a

13. ANTICIPATED “IN KIND” MATCHING FUNDS (list source, valuation, and valuation method)

Fence markers- Sublette County Conservation District $150.00
Project Monitoring and Reporting- Sublette County Conservation District ($25.00/hour; 3 hours) $75.00

14. PERCENTAGE OF FUNDING ON HAND OR COMMITTED

50%

15.  TOTAL PAPO FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 11,880.00

16. EXPECTED/ANTICIPATED LIFE OF PROJECT (LOP)

Perpetual > 50 Years X 25-50 Years <25 Years




Explain Basis for Projected LOP:  Standard fencing materials will deteriorate over time. A combination of
metal posts and treated wood posts would be used to extend the life of the fence line.

17. PROJECT TIMELINE AND ESTIMATED COMPLETION DATE. Explain

Project to be initiated and completed in the summer of 2016, after haying season. The project is expected to
take approximately 4 weeks, barring difficult weather.

18.  ATTACHMENTS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

Map of Project X (at a scale not less than 1 inch = 2,000 feet)
Project Design ) S

Letters of Support

Management Plan Long Term Short Term !
Monitoring Plan Long Term Short Term !
Relevant Past Experience_ Other Explain:

! Long term is defined as greater than (>) 5 years; short term is less than (<) 5 years.

19. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR PAPO CONSIDERATION

Attached Maps include: 1) Map of the Project Area, 2) Map of Mule Deer Ranges and Migration Routes;
3) Map of Pronghorn Antelope Ranges and Migration Routes.

Attached Documentation includes Wildlife Friendly Specs from the NRCS to be used for fencing.

20. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: This project and requested funding is subject to approval by the
Pinedale Anticline Monitoring and Mitigation Board of Directors




Murdock Cattle Company
Proposed Fence Conversion Budget

Estimate* Fence Length TOTAL
Materials & Labor $3.00/foot ~7920 ft $23,760.00
50% Committed Funds ($11,880.00)
$11,880.00

Total Requested PAPO Cost-Share

*Estimate includes all required posts, wire, brace posts, machine costs, gates, and labor




Murdock Cattle Company
Proposed Fence Conversion
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Murdock Cattle Company
Proposed Fence Conversion
Mule Deer Ranges & Migration Routes
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Murdock Cattle Company
Proposed Fence Conversion
Pronghorn Antelope Ranges & Migration Routes
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