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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Wednesday, June 26, 2013 9:41:20 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Steven Bahr

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     162 W 400 N

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     BLACKFOOT

State:
     Idaho

Zip:
     83221

Daytime Phone:
     2087823509

E-mail:
     sbahr53@gmail.com

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     Twenty years ago I learned to fly hang gliders in the Declo area (D, Test Hill).  Still fly there to this
day.  The proposed power line would severely impact the safety of our sport in this area.
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Wednesday, May 15, 2013 7:55:46 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Eric Barlow

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     1625A Buffalo Cutacross Rd.

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Gillette

State:
     WY

Zip:
     82718

Daytime Phone:
    

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

It is my understanding that a routing alternative has been proposed in proximity to the Town of
Cokeville.  This alternative routing would minimize the corridor's impact on the community and I request
it be adopted.  This community/ citizen based solution is of paramount importance as they will live in
perpetuity with the result of the EIS actions.  This is exact result a proper environmental review process
should embrace to find solutions to socio- economic impacts and land use concerns which are organic to
the community involved.

Please accept the citizen/ landowner proposed route in the Cokeville area.
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Eric Barlow
Gillette WY  
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From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: Fwd:
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 3:27:54 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <vegasbroncofan@yahoo.com>
Date: Sun, May 12, 2013 at 7:47 AM
Subject: 
To: "Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov" <Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov>

I have been following this project for some time and happy to see our power distribution
lines catching up with future demands.
Obviously there will be miles of dirt roads. What is the plan for dust control that seems to
be a huge environmental issue?
Reason for the question I am associated with a company that makes a product additive to
concrete powder which greatly assists in the binding benefits when tilled into the dirt or
road base material.
Is there a contact you may forward to me that I may meet to introduce the product.  This
product could have great benefits for the miles of roads associated with this project as well
as other BLM, USFS and Land Use projects. This is a product from Germany with great
results over the past 20 years and not yet in the U.S. market.
 
Thank You in Advance.
 
Tom Barnes, PLS/WRS
tom@totalls.net
(702) 525-4915
 
Sent from Windows Mail
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Monday, June 24, 2013 1:22:36 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Eddy Petranek

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     3256 W. Banker Dr

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Boise

State:
     ID

Zip:
     83714

Daytime Phone:
    

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     Hello,

I also support this opinion!!! I am voicing my concerns over the routing of the power lines over an area
commonly known as "Test Hill", south of the home of Frank and Lorna Gillette located at 903 East, 500
South, Declo, ID. This hill is very important for hang gliding and paragliding flight training in the
Southern Idaho region. The hill is uniquely situated to offer a safe training environment for beginner
pilots, and also offers an accessible venue for other pilots to fly. I am strongly opposed to placing
powerlines in the vicinity of this hilltop.

Sincerely,
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Eddy Petranek
Boise, ID
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Monday, June 24, 2013 12:49:27 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     John Barsness

Organization:
     www.paraglideidaho.com

Mailing Address:
     3027 N Rough Stone Way

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Meridian

State:
     ID

Zip:
     83646

Daytime Phone:
     208-334-8294

E-mail:
     john.barsness@itd.idaho.gov

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     Hello,

I am voicing my concerns over the routing of the power lines over an area commonly known as "Test
Hill", south of the home of Frank and Lorna Gillette located at 903 East, 500 South, Declo, ID.  This hill
is very important for hang gliding and paragliding flight training in the Southern Idaho region.  The hill is
uniquely situated to offer a safe training environment for beginner pilots, and also offers an accessible
venue for other pilots to fly.  I am strongly opposed to placing powerlines in the vicinity of this hilltop. 
Sincerely,  John Barsness, Meridian ID
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From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: Fwd: FINAL EIS COMMENT FORM- GATEWAY WEST TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT
Date: Monday, July 01, 2013 10:26:58 AM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Larry Bethke <lmbfarms@hotmail.com>
Date: Thu, Jun 27, 2013 at 4:53 PM
Subject: FINAL EIS COMMENT FORM- GATEWAY WEST TRANSMISSION LINE
PROJECT
To: "Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov" <gateway_west_wymail@blm.gov>

To whom it may concern:
 
1. It has been asked of you to study the HVDC buried
line, and you have said NO because it was not feasible.
How can you say it is not feasible without even
studying the process? Technology has advanced so
much in the last 10 years, that you are basing your
answer on old tecchnology. Please have it studied by
HVDC professionals before you just say NO. You are
mandated by law to study all alternatives.
 
2. In past meetings with Power County you were asked
to ADOPT Power County's alternative route proposals,
not just study them. If you did study them you just
did NOT ADOPT them, with no reason's. Again, Power
County has been given SITING AUTHORITY BY THE
STATE OF IDAHO. Please listen to Power County as
they have the last word in siting.REMEMBER SITING
AUTHORITY HAS PRECEDENT OVER EMINENT DOMAIN.
 
3. The current proposal is not acceptable to Power
County. Please meet with Power County to come to
some sort of resolution to the siting of the GATEWAY
WEST TRANSMISSION LINE.
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4.  Last but not least, please extend the comment
period for another 90 days.
 
 
 
                                     Thank you for your consideration.
                                           Larry Bethke
                                            2745 Breding Rd.
                                            American Falls, Idaho  83211
 
                                         Tele # 208-226-2201
                                          Cell # 208-705-7167
                                        e-mail lmbfarms@hotmail.com
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From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: Fwd: Gateway West Transmission Line Project – Final EIS Comment Period
Date: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 3:19:20 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <steve_darlene_bills5@q.com>
Date: Tue, Jun 25, 2013 at 7:13 AM
Subject: Gateway West Transmission Line Project – Final EIS Comment Period
To: Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov

June 25, 2013

Bureau of Land Management

Gateway West Project

P.O. Box 20879

Cheyenne, WY  82003

RE: Gateway West Transmission Line Project – Final EIS Comment Period

I’m a Melba land owner on the BLM’s proposed corridor for the Gateway West Project .  I
strongly SUPPORT segment 8 and segment 9D and strongly OPPOSE the “BLM Preferred
Routes” (segment 8B and 9E and proponent’s proposed segment 9) as expressed in the Final
Environmental Impact Statement.

The BLM’s preferred route transits a mere quarter of a mile north of the town of Melba.  The
BLM’s preferred corridor running along Melba Road conflicts dramatically with Melba’s
Comprehensive Plan for future residential and commercial growth for the town.  Because of
the geographical layout of the city, the natural growth area for Melba is predominately to the
north and west, directly in the path of the proposed transmission line.  Rock rim cliffs to the
south of the city provide a natural barrier to growing the city in the southern direction.  In
addition, Melba’s natural growth will be towards highway 45 one mile to the west to provide
easy access to the city from a major throughway. The combination of the rock rim cliffs on
the southern edge of town and the proposed Gateway West transmission line on the city’s
northern edge will effectively hem in Melba’s potential future growth.

Additionally, the unsightly 180 foot transmission towers running along the city’s northern



boundary will dramatically impact the desirability of living in Melba. This project has the
prospect of killing the town’s future growth potential and saddling current residences and
businesses with millions of dollars of unreimbursed personal financial losses resulting from
the devaluation of their properties, current and potential.

It would be difficult to overstate the negative impact to the city of Melba of running the
Gateway West 500kV transmission line through the northern boundary of our city.

The city government of Melba and its residents were unaware of this project until the spring
of 2009.  We were left out of the initial determinations and decisions to place the corridor
along our northern boundary and through private property.  In 2009 through 2012, working
with the state of Idaho, the local governing bodies of Ada and Canyon counties, and the city
of Kuna, the residents of Melba worked to find a solution that properly placed this public
utility on public land through the existing right of way of the 500 kV transmission line that
currently transits the Snake River Birds of Prey. All of this was done properly in compliance
with the 2005 Energy Act (section 368 Energy Right-of-Way Corridors on Federal Land)
which requires the placement of such power transmission lines on public lands and not
private property.  This agreement with the BLM and the citizens of Idaho was ultimately set
aside by a Washington political appointee in the fall of 2012, subverting the will of the
citizens of Idaho and violating federal law.

Additionally, much has been published regarding the environmental impact on the Birds of
Prey area.  The science supports placing the 500 kV power line in the existing power-line
right of way that currently passes through the Snake River Birds of Prey. NCA Enabling
Legislation (Public Law 103-64 August 4th 1993) SRBOP NCA provided for continued and
future use for grazing, continued military use (the Orchard Training Center), and continued
and future use of hydroelectric generation and transmission.  The Law further stipulates that
the Snake River Birds of Prey NCA has been adequately studied and is not suitable for
wilderness designation.

I, along with my fellow residents and citizens of Melba and the state of Idaho, ask that The
Gateway West Transmission Line corridor once again be placed on public lands in segments
8 and 9 running through the existing right of way in the Snake River Birds of Prey area in
compliance with the federal 2005 Energy Act, and to avoid a great injustice and economic
injury to the members of our communities.

Sincerely,

Darlene Bills



6525 Melba Road

Melba, Idaho  83641

















From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 8:28:41 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Gregory Bottelberghe

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     31 E Cherry St

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Grantsville

State:
     UT

Zip:
     84029

Daytime Phone:
     4358846480

E-mail:
     gbottelberghe@msn.com

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     Not a good idea to put power lines on or near a recreation site for glider type of recreation flight. 
there is not very many sites at all to fly gliders.  Glider pilots will fly even if the power lines are there. 
Eventually one of them will be in the wires. I'm sure it wouldn't be too far to move them to
accomodate.  

We politely as this utility to please kindheartedly consider our solicitation.

Greg
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Monday, June 24, 2013 7:58:40 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Kerry Bowen

Organization:
     self

Mailing Address:
     900 E 500 S

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Declo

State:
     Id

Zip:
     83323

Daytime Phone:
     208-431-2026

E-mail:
     sugar.farmer@gmail.com

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
     2

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
     2-72, 73

Comment:
     I feel that there has been a lot of window dressing to pacify people living on the corridor segment 7.
If this power line is for the public good, then use public property to route it over.  There has been an
alternative route  that would run the line over more public land.  The proposed route was ignored with
the excuse that it was to expensive.  If the builder would be required to pay market rates to rent or pay
a use fee to private owners the alternative would be by far the cheapest route to use.  It is my
impression that the paper work is to difficult to use public property.  So ignore the wishes of the people
and put the line the easiest and cheapest way.
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Monday, June 24, 2013 7:25:15 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Kerry Bowen

Organization:
     self

Mailing Address:
     900 E 500 S

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Declo

State:
     Id

Zip:
     83323

Daytime Phone:
     208-4

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Sunday, April 28, 2013 11:40:31 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Edmund and Carol Brand

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     15507 Bates Creek Rd.

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Oreana

State:
     ID

Zip:
     83650

Daytime Phone:
     (208) 834-2086

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     Please let the record show that we are VERY STRONGLY OPPOSED to the construction of the
Gateway West Power lines over private property!!!
We INSIST that this power line be sited in the Birds of Prey area paralleling the existing transmission
line using a new existing road that was built in 2009 with Obama stimulus money.  According to BLM
bird researchers and biologists, these transmission line are very suitable for hawks, eagles and other
birds of prey as roosting sites.  Since there are already lines in this area and they are not presenting
any problems, why completely spoil other pristine landscapes over the wild Owyhee desert?? 
Government officials in Washington apparently have no appreciation for our fragile desert lands!! Those
of us who make our homes here love the stark beauty of the wild, unspoiled landscapes.  PLEASE
reconsider this flawed proposal!!!!!!
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: 17461 A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 7:22:45 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Rebecca Bredehoft

Organization:
     Jackson Hole Free Flight Club

Mailing Address:
     PO Box 4853

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Jackson

State:
     WY

Zip:
     83001

Daytime Phone:
    

E-mail:
     R.H.Bredehoft@gmail.com

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     This is an important hill to the Hang gliding and Paragliding communities of the Western US. I would
someday like to fly this site and would be unable to safely do so if these power lines were to be
constructed. Please understand the intrinsic value of this hill to our sport and put the power lines
somewhere else. Thank you!
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From: Gateway BLM
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: FW: Gateway West Transmission Line Project
Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 2:00:26 PM

From: George, Walter E [mailto:wgeorge@blm.gov] 
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Kerri Franklin; angie.arregui@tetratech.com
Subject: FW: Gateway West Transmission Line Project
 
Please add to the Gateway West Administrative Record - - Comments on BLM’s Announcement of
the Preferred Alternative.
 
From: LEWMAMA@aol.com [mailto:LEWMAMA@aol.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 21, 2012 1:50 PM
To: feedback; George, Walter E
Subject: Gateway Wesst Transmission Line Project
 
 I am writing in regards to the Gateway West Transmission Line Project Segment 9. 
Segment 9D has 100% backing of Owyhee County citizens, Commissioners, State
Representative, Governor  Otter, and our 1st Congressional District.  Choosing 9D
would put the BLM in compliance with section 368 of the 2005 Energy Act.  Also
Segment 9D follows an existing 138 KV line and a brand new road built with Obama
stimulus money.  The environmental impact is already there.
Segment 9E has been significantly altered, violating the NEPA process.
Segment 9 is totally unacceptable, invading our private property, homes, agriculture
economy and way of life. 
 
Robyn Thompson 
Teena Lewis
Citizens of Oreana, Idaho, Owyhee County 
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