
From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: Fwd: My Comments
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 3:27:28 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: John Brenton <headbouncer_83634@yahoo.com>
Date: Wed, May 15, 2013 at 11:53 AM
Subject: My Comments
To: "Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov" <Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov>

Dear Sir or Madame:
 
I have recently found out that you are planning to place this line through the property that I
happen to live on for the past 20+ years.  There is BLM land just south of here ( about 1 Mile
) that I feel should be used for this purpose.   As this is land that has use restrictions on it as
far as public use I see no reasons that this can not be used for this line.  Placing it on the
property that I live on place the inconvenience upon me .  I have poor cell phone service as it
is here and use broadband for the computer!!  Both of which your line would cause
interference with.  Find a use for that worthless BLM land to the south of the R/R tracks
 
John
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 9:49:11 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Justin Brim

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     102 Manilla Dr

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Draper

State:
     UT

Zip:
     84020

Daytime Phone:
     801-913-1666

E-mail:
     justin.brim@yahoo.com

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     I am writing to urge the BLM to find another location for power lines other than at "test hill" in
Declo, ID.  This place is a perfect location for paragliding and hang gliding training and has a long
history of flight.  The installation of power lines would make this location unsafe for flying and would be
a huge loss to the flying community both in Idaho as well as nation wide.

Thanks for your consideration in finding an alternate location for the power lines.

Justin Brim
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 7:31:00 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Dan Bruce

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     Po box 770277

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Steamboat

State:
     Co

Zip:
     80477

Daytime Phone:
    

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     I would like to request that the proposed transmission lines impacting the test hill area be relocated
so as not to effect those of us who would like to use this site for paragliding. Thank you for your 
consideration of this request.
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From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: Fwd: Final EIS Comment; Gateway West Transmission Line Project
Date: Monday, July 01, 2013 10:23:02 AM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Burch, James <James.Burch@albertsons.com>
Date: Fri, Jun 28, 2013 at 10:57 AM
Subject: Final EIS Comment; Gateway West Transmission Line Project
To: "Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov" <Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov>

Bureau of Land Management Officials:

 

I am writing in response to the final Environmental Impact Statement that has been issued by
the Bureau of Land Management in connection with the Gateway West Transmission Line
Project.  I strongly oppose BLM’s preferred Segment 8B for a number of reasons, not the
least of which is the serious detrimental impact that such routing of transmission lines would
have on the future development of the cities of Melba and Kuna.  Placement of the towers
and power lines on private property outside of the Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey
National Conservation Area (“Birds of Prey Area”) will stifle what would otherwise be
upscale residential housing and small farms along and to the south of such lines.  Melba will
be cut off from the rest of the valley in an “other side of the tracks” fashion, and estate style,
large acreage housing on the bench south of Kuna will not materialize.  Development will
still occur, but it will be of an undesirable nature that will not increase the property values of
Melba or Kuna, and, by virtue of the severely devalued nature of the property in the area of
the towers and power lines, will attract persons and businesses that are far less likely, willing
or able to support present and future initiatives related to the Birds of Prey Area. 

 

For the past several years, citizens, businesses and community leaders in the impacted areas
have worked extensively with BLM officials and Idaho Power to develop a feasible and
responsible route for the transmission lines that would (a) take into account the goals of the
BLM, (b) support habitat and protected species within the Birds of Prey Area, (c) minimize
the economic and social impact on private citizens, (d) reduce the potential detrimental effect
to the cities of Melba, Kuna and the affected regions of Ada County and Canyon County, and
(e) be cost effective for Idaho Power and the ratepayers of Idaho.  The combined wisdom and
labors of all persons involved over countless meetings was a consensus that Segment 8 is the
best route for the transmission lines.  Routing within Segment 8B would override all of such
efforts.  The long-term result, if Segment 8B is ultimately implemented, will harm all of the
affected parties, and will negatively affect the very benefits that were sought to be
safeguarded by the establishment of the Birds of Prey Area. 

 

I urge the BLM to reconsider its support of Segment 8B and to accept the collaborative
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recommendation of local BLM officials, Idaho Power and affected citizens, businesses and
local governments to route the Gateway West transmission lines through the Birds of Prey
Area in the manner proposed by Segment 8.  I know that enhancement requirements in the
Birds of Prey Area can and will be met if the Segment 8 route is accepted.  The end result of
such action will satisfy all of the concerned parties, and will enhance the Birds of Prey Area. 
 

 

Thank you for your consideration.

 

Jim Burch

 

James W. Burch, Esq.

7250 West Dickman Road

Melba, Idaho 83641

(208) 841-4593
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From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY 
[blm_wy_gateway_west_trans_line@blm.gov]

Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2013 12:45 PM
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: Fwd: Gateway West transmission line

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Joyce Burch <joyceaburch@yahoo.com> 
Date: Wed, Feb 13, 2013 at 10:27 PM 
Subject: Gateway West transmission line 
To: "Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov" <Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov> 
 

Dear Mr. George, 
 
Why does the U.S. government want to override the consensus of residents of Idaho, city and county 
government, the governor of Idaho, and the Idaho BLM?  Is it to avoid doing harm?  NO.  Great harm would be 
done to the landowners and communities affected, while running the power lines closely parallel to already 
existing power lines on BLM land would have no detrimental effect on either people or wildlife. 
 
Is it to avoid cost?  NO.  The cost of obtaining private lands will be far higher to Idaho Power, and the cost 
would then be passed along to Idaho Powers customers. 
 
Please do the right thing!  The "Gateway West" transmission line placement should be changed back to the 
STATE PREFERRED ROUTE. 
 
Sincerely, 
Joyce Burch 
7250 W. Dickman Road 
Melba, ID  64031 
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Friday, June 28, 2013 11:06:43 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Andra Cates

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     2948 Little Creek Road

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     American Falls

State:
     ID

Zip:
     83211

Daytime Phone:
     208-226-2614

E-mail:
     cateandr@isu.edu

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     Considering the Gateway West project Segment 5 and 7.  I would like to know why the BLM is
pushing for a plan that benefits only itself, by avoiding the controversy of placing public utilities on
public land. The Idaho State Journal reported that between Downey and American Falls, only 13 miles
of the proposed line would be on BLM land. The BLM needs to consider how landowners feel about the
proposed line occupying their land before they go through with this plan. Also, just because the
transmission line is on private land, it does not mean it will not affect public recreation or the scenic
beauty of the Deep Creek Mountains.

I live on the east side of the Rockland Valley and this transmission line will negatively impact my view of
the Deep Creek Mountains.  It could also negatively impact the property value of my home.  I walk and
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recreate in this area almost daily. If the Gateway West project is installed as proposed it will negatively
impact my quality of recreation and my quality of life.  More emphasis should be placed on how these
large structures will affect the scenery of Idaho not only now but for future generations.

There is new technology which allows transmission lines to be buried.   The Power County Gateway
West Citizens Task Force requested that buried lines be considered.  However, buried lines were not
addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.  Buried lines would alleviate my recreational and
residential concerns.  They would also alleviate the concerns of private landowners.  Buried transmission
lines would create a win-win situation for everyone involved and they must be considered for Gateway
West.

Sincerely,

Andra Cates
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