
From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Monday, June 24, 2013 2:44:07 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     cade palmer

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     PO Box 364

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Teton Village

State:
     Wyoming

Zip:
     83025

Daytime Phone:
    

E-mail:
     paracade@gmail.com

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     I am a paraglider pilot born and raised in Idaho and have flown Test hill outside of Declo, ID
multiple times and would love to keep enjoying the great flying opportunities offered there, Power lines
would ruin the site and it would be a sad day for paragliding and hangliding in the state of ID. Please
explore all other options and if at all possible avoid putting them across test hill.

Thank you,
Cade Palmer
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From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: Fwd: Comment on Gateway West Transmission Line Project
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 3:29:42 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Crista Vesel <iberianrider@msn.com>
Date: Mon, May 6, 2013 at 6:31 PM
Subject: Comment on Gateway West Transmission Line Project
To: "Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov" <gateway_west_wymail@blm.gov>

Dear BLM,

I am a homeowner who lives near the proposed Gateway West Transmission Line
Project corridor.  In fact, the proposed lines would run less than 1/2 mile from my
house.  I am very concerned about this location for the following reasons:

These lines would be in full view of my home and local residents would have to
drive directly by them to reach my home.  This will definitely affect the value
of my home in a negative way.
I am very sensitive to electricity and have had problems with power lines in my
vicinity in previous locations, which caused me physical distress.

The alternate route, through Birds of Prey, would run through a very isolated area
that would not impact humans to nearly the degree of the current proposal.  I
understand that preservation of wildlife is very important and should be considered.
 However, as a licensed Master Falconer, I also know that birds of prey and other
wildlife can safely coexist with such power lines - as long as the lines are the newer
design, which prevents accidental electrocution.  I have already contacted Idaho
Power to fix some older electric lines in my neighborhood, which they did graciously
and without any problems (even the old lines are a quick fix).

Please do not run the lines through our housing area!  Alternative routes exist that
are a much better choice.

Thank you,

Crista Vesel
18110 S. Cloverdale Rd.
Kuna, ID  83634
(208) 362-2172
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From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: 17229 Fwd: Gateway West Transmission Line Project
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 3:28:46 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: R&S P <rsplongears@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, May 6, 2013 at 6:45 PM
Subject: Re: Gateway West Transmission Line Project
To: gateway_west_wymail@blm.gov, Robert Perdue <roberteperdue@yahoo.com>

Dear BLM,

I am a homeowner who lives near the proposed Gateway West Transmission Line
Project corridor.  In fact, the proposed lines would run less than 1/2 mile from my
house.  I am very concerned about this location for the following reasons:

These lines would be in full view of my home and local residents would have to
drive directly by them to reach my home.  This will definitely affect the value
of my home in a negative way.
I am very sensitive to electricity and have had problems with power lines in my
vicinity in previous locations, which caused me physical distress.

The alternate route, through Birds of Prey, would run through a very isolated area
that would not impact humans to nearly the degree of the current proposal.  I
understand that preservation of wildlife is very important and should be
considered. I also know that birds of prey and other wildlife can safely coexist with
such power lines - as long as the lines are the newer design, which prevents
accidental electrocution.  

Please do not run the lines through our housing area!  Alternative routes exist that
are a much better choice.

Thank you,

Robert & Sarah Perdue
18589 S. Cloverdale Rd.
Kuna, ID  83634
(208) 921-9393
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Monday, June 24, 2013 1:22:36 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Eddy Petranek

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     3256 W. Banker Dr

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Boise

State:
     ID

Zip:
     83714

Daytime Phone:
    

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     Hello,

I also support this opinion!!! I am voicing my concerns over the routing of the power lines over an area
commonly known as "Test Hill", south of the home of Frank and Lorna Gillette located at 903 East, 500
South, Declo, ID. This hill is very important for hang gliding and paragliding flight training in the
Southern Idaho region. The hill is uniquely situated to offer a safe training environment for beginner
pilots, and also offers an accessible venue for other pilots to fly. I am strongly opposed to placing
powerlines in the vicinity of this hilltop.

Sincerely,
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Eddy Petranek
Boise, ID
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Monday, June 24, 2013 12:49:27 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     John Barsness

Organization:
     www.paraglideidaho.com

Mailing Address:
     3027 N Rough Stone Way

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Meridian

State:
     ID

Zip:
     83646

Daytime Phone:
     208-334-8294

E-mail:
     john.barsness@itd.idaho.gov

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     Hello,

I am voicing my concerns over the routing of the power lines over an area commonly known as "Test
Hill", south of the home of Frank and Lorna Gillette located at 903 East, 500 South, Declo, ID.  This hill
is very important for hang gliding and paragliding flight training in the Southern Idaho region.  The hill is
uniquely situated to offer a safe training environment for beginner pilots, and also offers an accessible
venue for other pilots to fly.  I am strongly opposed to placing powerlines in the vicinity of this hilltop. 
Sincerely,  John Barsness, Meridian ID
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 11:47:35 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Marc & Kelley Phillips

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     11732 W. Touchrock Ln

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Kuna

State:
     ID

Zip:
     83634

Daytime Phone:
     2087892010

E-mail:
     akishome@gmail.com

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
     8

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     We live just outside of Kuna near the crossroads of Cloverdale and Kuna Mora Rd.  We feel very
strongly that the transmission line should not go through our area. 

During the winter and early spring months there are hundreds of thousands of wild ducks, Canadian,
White Fronted and Snow Geese that congregate in this area feeding on the farmers corn fields.  During
the early evening hours we have watched the wild birds coming into this area from all directions.  They
form into a giant flying funnel of birds, taking turns going to eat in the fields where there are so many
of them that they blacken the field.

We are very concerned about the implications of this power line to the wildlife.

100750

1 of 2

mailto:info@gatewaywesteis.com
mailto:gatewayblm@enviroissues.com


Marc & Kelley Phillips
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 7:50:16 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Tiffany Pinilla

Organization:
     Livestock/Farm

Mailing Address:
     989e 3400n

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     buhl

State:
     id

Zip:
     83316

Daytime Phone:
     208-358-2586

E-mail:
     tiffanypinilla@yahoo.com

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     the gateway west transmission line project would be better off to use segment 9 support by blm
purpose route south side salmon falls creek because the north side will cause lots of problems with farm
ground and private land
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 7:51:05 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Victor Pinilla

Organization:
     Livestock/Farm

Mailing Address:
     989e 3400n

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     buhl

State:
     id

Zip:
     83316

Daytime Phone:
     208-358-4166

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     the gateway west transmission line project would be better off to use segment 9 support by blm
purpose route south side salmon falls creek because the north side will cause lots of problems with farm
ground and private land
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 7:51:46 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Rod Runyan

Organization:
     Livestock/Farm

Mailing Address:
     989e 3400n

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     buhl

State:
     id

Zip:
     83316

Daytime Phone:
     208-731-6615

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     the gateway west transmission line project would be better off to use segment 9 support by blm
purpose route south side salmon falls creek because the north side will cause lots of problems with wild
life and farm ground
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 7:52:49 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Jamie Runyan

Organization:
     Livestock/Farm

Mailing Address:
     989e 3400n

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     buhl

State:
     id

Zip:
     83316

Daytime Phone:
     208-731-7381

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     the gateway west transmission line project would be better off to use segment 9 support by blm
purpose route south side salmon falls creek because the north side because it looks to reduce cost
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continued on back

B
L
MGateway West Transmission Line Project

Final EIS comment period: April 26, 2013 - June 28, 2013 

Final EIS Comment Form

Date:

First Name:

Organization or Office Name:

Mailing Address:

Daytime Phone:

Please check here if you wish for your personal information to remain confidential*

*If you wish for your contact information to remain confidential, BLM will protect the personal information that you 
submit to the extent allowed by law. However, the information may be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 
(U.S.C. etc.). See privacy note on reverse.

Please submit your comments by June 28, 2013. Information submitted on this form is being voluntarily 
provided solely for the purpose of commenting on the Gateway West Transmission Line Project.

Comment:

To mail this comment form please send to:

Bureau of Land Management  |  Gateway West Project  |  P.O. Box 20879  |  Cheyenne, WY 82003

Comments may also be submitted via email to: Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov or  
online at www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west

Email:

City: State: Zip:

Last Name:

5/10/13

Paul E Pline

landowner

Putting the line along Melba Road will have a tremendous effect on the landing strip and the ability of all
planes to utilize it. Paul and family own the landing strip and is in the midst of setting up a corporation so
that the strip will be family owned. Private planes mostly use the strip now. There are maps available that
show the strip as Melba City Airstrip.
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Name:

Privacy Note: Comments, including names and addresses of respondents, will be made available to the public after the close 

of the official comment period. Please be advised that your entire comment, including your personal identifying information, 

may be made publicly available at any time. Although you may ask the BLM in your comment to withhold your personal 

identifying information from the public, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. All submissions from organizations 

and businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, will 

be available for public inspection in their entirety.
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continued on back

B
L
MGateway West Transmission Line Project

Final EIS comment period: April 26, 2013 - June 28, 2013 

Final EIS Comment Form

Date:

First Name:

Organization or Office Name:

Mailing Address:

Daytime Phone:

Please check here if you wish for your personal information to remain confidential*

*If you wish for your contact information to remain confidential, BLM will protect the personal information that you 
submit to the extent allowed by law. However, the information may be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 
(U.S.C. etc.). See privacy note on reverse.

Please submit your comments by June 28, 2013. Information submitted on this form is being voluntarily 
provided solely for the purpose of commenting on the Gateway West Transmission Line Project.

Comment:

To mail this comment form please send to:

Bureau of Land Management  |  Gateway West Project  |  P.O. Box 20879  |  Cheyenne, WY 82003

Comments may also be submitted via email to: Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov or  
online at www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west

Email:

City: State: Zip:

Last Name:

DUPLIC
ATE
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Name:

Privacy Note: Comments, including names and addresses of respondents, will be made available to the public after the close 

of the official comment period. Please be advised that your entire comment, including your personal identifying information, 

may be made publicly available at any time. Although you may ask the BLM in your comment to withhold your personal 

identifying information from the public, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. All submissions from organizations 

and businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, will 

be available for public inspection in their entirety.

DUPLIC
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From: Gateway BLM
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: FW: Gateway West Project Placement - Southern Idaho
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2013 10:49:14 AM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Steven Ellis <sellis@blm.gov>
Date: Sat, Feb 16, 2013 at 3:21 PM
Subject: Fwd: Gateway West Project Placement - Southern Idaho
To: Walter George <wgeorge@blm.gov>
Cc: Peter Ditton <pditton@blm.gov>

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Carl Rountree <crountre@blm.gov>
Date: February 16, 2013, 1:34:12 PM PST
To: Steven Ellis <sellis@blm.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Gateway West Project Placement - Southern Idaho

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tyler & Debbie Risen <tdrisen@speedyquick.net>
Date: February 16, 2013, 2:09:03 PM EST
To: <feedback@ios.doi.gov>, <mpool@blm.gov>,
<gateway_west_wymail@blm.gov>, <crountre@blm.gov>
Cc: <moore@speedyquick.net>
Subject: Gateway West Project Placement - Southern Idaho

To Whom It May Concern,
 
I recently learned that after a couple years of attending
meetings, voicing our opinions, and personal stress
concerning the placement of the Gateway West
Transmission line, someone far removed from the
Southern Idaho area wants to once again route the path
of the 250kv power line through our private properties.
 As I understand it, either of the proposed alternate
routes would pass within yards of my home, and after
talking to someone who works for a power company and
has experience with this type of line, it would render my
home virtually uninhabitable and completely destroy our
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property value.  My wife and I are not wealthy people,
and a good portion of our life savings are tied up in the
value of our one and only home.  We originally bought
this property sixteen years ago because of the beautiful
location, and we have no desire to move, but if this line
is rerouted we will have no choice.  We will also likely
lose most or all of our equity, because we won’t be able
to get a good price on the sale of our home.  I am told
the existing power line through the Birds of Prey area
has not caused any negative impact on wildlife, but if
you reroute it through our private properties it will have
a hugely negative impact on the affected people and the
communities as a whole.  While I usually applaud efforts
to protect wildlife, in this case I see no benefit
whatsoever to wildlife, only a federal government
ignoring the wishes and knowledge of the local citizens,
communities, towns, state, and power company to
impose a bad decision.  Please do the right thing and
allow the local experts and citizens on the scene to
make the right decision.  Don’t destroy my home, my
savings, and my faith in the federal government.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tyler Risen
Melba, Idaho 
 
 
PLEASE DO THE RIGHT THING!  The
“Gateway West” transmission line
placement should be changed back to the
State PREFERRED ROUTE! 
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Sunday, May 19, 2013 8:50:16 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Don Roberts

Organization:
     Land Owner

Mailing Address:
     PO Box 190756

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Boise

State:
     Id

Zip:
     83719

Daytime Phone:
    

E-mail:
     drr63@hotmail.com

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     I support the BLM agency’s preferred segment 8 alternative route bypassing the Birds of Prey (BOP)
area and headed through Kuna.

My fear with the other proposed routes going through the BOP area is the severe disruption to the
sage-grouse critical habitat and the destruction of the remaining Slickspot Peppergrass colonies. Once
these physical Peppergrass locations are destroyed, the Peppergrass can never come back.

To quote the USFWS Listing Lepidium papilliferum (Slickspot Peppergrass) as a threatened species
throughout its range; Final rule. Federal Register October 8, 2009: “Slick spots take a long time to form;
those existing now were likely formed during the Pleistocene, and then altered early in the Holocene
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when salt deposits were layered over them by wind. It is thought that slick spots are no longer being
formed in today's climate, so when they are destroyed they are permanently lost.”

It’s sad to think that after 12 thousand years of perilous desert survival, a Peppergrass location was
snuffed out by a helicopter’s beating blade backwash, or a tower crew standing around eating lunch and
stomping out a cigarette.

Or, all the prolonged construction commotion scared the sage-grouse into moving away and many were
dispersed or killed as a result of the “Law of Unintended Consequences.”

I fear with the tower construction, the helicopters, and the supporting crews advancing through the BOP
like an army; along with the public drawn to the construction spectacle as if it were a fire or car
accident, they will inadvertently run over and obliterate Slickspot Peppergrass colonies without even
knowing what just happened. Sad to think that where Congress set aside the BOP for the public
enjoyment and set laws in motion to prevent destruction of rare and irreplaceable plants and animals
that it could happen again right under their noses in the interest of a utility saving money.

If you’re a believer in “Murphy’s Law”, you must assume that the sage-grouse and Slickspot
Peppergrass habitats will suffer more harm than currently anticipated.

I support the BLM agency’s preferred alternative route bypassing the Birds of Prey (BOP) area and
headed through Kuna.

Failing that decision, I support actually going through the ANG training grounds just a bit SOUTH of the
current 500 KVA lines.

No doubt the military claims their tank operations will be disrupted, but as a land owner holding
hundreds of acres within the BOP National Conservation Area that also borders the ANG training area in
section #8 at Pleasant Valley rd, I’m able to observe this location daily and they DO NOT use this East-
West strip because the terrain is too rocky and is often inhabited by the public for rifle shooting.

While they might claim it’s in the training mission / defense interest, it’s really nothing more that a bit of
turf-protection strategy. Most of this southern strip area over by the Pleasant Valley rd. area is already
heavily damaged by the public with dumping & shooting, free-range cattle watering sites, and no new
flora/fauna harm can possibly be done to it.

Finally, if it’s decided that the new line should advance through the BOP, what measures will be taken
to mitigate dust and noise generated by construction project vehicles advancing daily through Pleasant
Valley rd? There must be some environmental impact to Bald eagles, assorted raptors, and to human
families living on and/or the public using the BOP for recreation.

Remember, the BOP is a National Conservation Area, not a Convenient Bypass Area.
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From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: Fwd: GATEWAY TRANSMISSION LINE
Date: Thursday, February 14, 2013 12:46:49 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Anna rogers <rogersannab@yahoo.com>
Date: Tue, Feb 12, 2013 at 9:36 PM
Subject: GATEWAY TRANSMISSION LINE
To: Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov

Walt, 
          Please do the right thing, we are the citizens YOU WORK FOR.  Change the
"Gateway Transmission Line" placement BACK TO THE PREFERRED ROUTE NOW.
 
Thank You
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From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: 17498 Fwd: Comments
Date: Monday, July 01, 2013 10:23:19 AM
Attachments: Gateway West Comments 2013.docx

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Kent <rudeenk@dcwb.net>
Date: Fri, Jun 28, 2013 at 10:20 AM
Subject: Comments
To: Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov
Cc: Doug Balfour <dbal0680@gmail.com>, Francine Rudeen
<francinerudeen@gmail.com>

Please include my comments,
Kent and Francine Rudeen
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GATEWAY WEST COMMENTS;   					June 28, 2013

Please accept the following comments concerning the Gateway transmission power line project.  Most of our concerns are centered on the impact in Power County as you have proposed putting the line on our personal property.  We strongly object to the location due to environmental and economic impacts such as:

Sharp Tail Grouse and Sage Grouse;

The impact on birds and habitat on our private property has not been assessed as it is on Public lands.  If our land was Public you would have found a way around it.  We have a plentiful population of sharp tail grouse and many other birds ( pheasants, partridges, etc.).  The Pro and Amateur field dog trials have been held on my lands next to Cold Creek (and  under the proposed line sites) for 24 years.  It is one of the finest areas for their trials in the northwest due to the abundance of sharp tails.  They will probably discontinue this location due to the influence of your transmission line.

View shed:

Why is the sight of these transmission lines a reason not to locate on public lands but not taken into account on private lands?  The sight of them on my lands will be apparent every day when I look out my window.  They will deter many future land sales in the area and interfere with my right to enjoy my property and recreational uses for others.

Eagle Corridor;

My property near Cold Creek Road serves as an Eagle flight corridor in winter months.  Wind companies have studied and determined not to build in this area due to the fact that they think it will deter Eagles from accessing the Bowen Canyon Bald Eagle Sanctuary.  Your transmission line runs thru this corridor without study or consultation with the Fish and Wildlife Service.  Not only will you risk impacts with Eagles but you most likely will deter them from the route most commonly used.  

Land Impacts;

It is likely that your transmission lines will have a negative impact on my ability to use my lands i.e.:  for recreational and hunting income.  CRP leases could be impacted. Construction such as road work and tower placement will decrease the value of my property.  The proposed way of compensation (buying an easement at market price) does not come close to the economic impact I will endure from the transmission lines.

WECC Requirements;

Separation of lines by a wide distance was the main argument used to pick your routes.  The WECC standards are applied differently across the country or not followed at all.  You should rethink using these standards and be more adaptable in route selection.  I object to your use of WECC criteria for site selection since it is inconsistent and impractical.



Need to build:

I think that since the concept and proposal of this project began things have changed in the need for it.  MISTI recently put their project on hold due the fact of the natural gas boom has made it so power can more easily and economically be generated where it is going to be used, rather than building large transmission lines to ship wind and coal power through Idaho to the West Coast.  They told me the opportunity to contract delivery of power had changed so much that their project was not feasible at this time.  Gateway should change their way of thinking before building this line.



In summary,  the environmental and economic impacts on private lands have been under estimated and under evaluated.  Please look at the impacts you are creating for the citizens who are carrying the burden for your project and postpone it indefinitely.  We strongly object to the project.

Sincerely, 

Kent and Francine Rudeen

2860 Cold Creek Road, American Falls, ID 83211



GATEWAY WEST COMMENTS;        June 28, 2013 

Please accept the following comments concerning the Gateway transmission power line project.  Most 

of our concerns are centered on the impact in Power County as you have proposed putting the line on 

our personal property.  We strongly object to the location due to environmental and economic impacts 

such as: 

Sharp Tail Grouse and Sage Grouse; 

The impact on birds and habitat on our private property has not been assessed as it is on Public lands.  If 

our land was Public you would have found a way around it.  We have a plentiful population of sharp tail 

grouse and many other birds ( pheasants, partridges, etc.).  The Pro and Amateur field dog trials have 

been held on my lands next to Cold Creek (and  under the proposed line sites) for 24 years.  It is one of 

the finest areas for their trials in the northwest due to the abundance of sharp tails.  They will probably 

discontinue this location due to the influence of your transmission line. 

View shed: 

Why is the sight of these transmission lines a reason not to locate on public lands but not taken into 

account on private lands?  The sight of them on my lands will be apparent every day when I look out my 

window.  They will deter many future land sales in the area and interfere with my right to enjoy my 

property and recreational uses for others. 

Eagle Corridor; 

My property near Cold Creek Road serves as an Eagle flight corridor in winter months.  Wind companies 

have studied and determined not to build in this area due to the fact that they think it will deter Eagles 

from accessing the Bowen Canyon Bald Eagle Sanctuary.  Your transmission line runs thru this corridor 

without study or consultation with the Fish and Wildlife Service.  Not only will you risk impacts with 

Eagles but you most likely will deter them from the route most commonly used.   

Land Impacts; 

It is likely that your transmission lines will have a negative impact on my ability to use my lands i.e.:  for 

recreational and hunting income.  CRP leases could be impacted. Construction such as road work and 

tower placement will decrease the value of my property.  The proposed way of compensation (buying an 

easement at market price) does not come close to the economic impact I will endure from the 

transmission lines. 

WECC Requirements; 

Separation of lines by a wide distance was the main argument used to pick your routes.  The WECC 

standards are applied differently across the country or not followed at all.  You should rethink using 

these standards and be more adaptable in route selection.  I object to your use of WECC criteria for site 

selection since it is inconsistent and impractical. 
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Need to build: 

I think that since the concept and proposal of this project began things have changed in the need for it.  

MISTI recently put their project on hold due the fact of the natural gas boom has made it so power can 

more easily and economically be generated where it is going to be used, rather than building large 

transmission lines to ship wind and coal power through Idaho to the West Coast.  They told me the 

opportunity to contract delivery of power had changed so much that their project was not feasible at 

this time.  Gateway should change their way of thinking before building this line. 

 

In summary,  the environmental and economic impacts on private lands have been under estimated and 

under evaluated.  Please look at the impacts you are creating for the citizens who are carrying the 

burden for your project and postpone it indefinitely.  We strongly object to the project. 

Sincerely,  

Kent and Francine Rudeen 

2860 Cold Creek Road, American Falls, ID 83211 
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 7:50:16 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Tiffany Pinilla

Organization:
     Livestock/Farm

Mailing Address:
     989e 3400n

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     buhl

State:
     id

Zip:
     83316

Daytime Phone:
     208-358-2586

E-mail:
     tiffanypinilla@yahoo.com

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     the gateway west transmission line project would be better off to use segment 9 support by blm
purpose route south side salmon falls creek because the north side will cause lots of problems with farm
ground and private land
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 7:51:05 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Victor Pinilla

Organization:
     Livestock/Farm

Mailing Address:
     989e 3400n

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     buhl

State:
     id

Zip:
     83316

Daytime Phone:
     208-358-4166

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     the gateway west transmission line project would be better off to use segment 9 support by blm
purpose route south side salmon falls creek because the north side will cause lots of problems with farm
ground and private land
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 7:51:46 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Rod Runyan

Organization:
     Livestock/Farm

Mailing Address:
     989e 3400n

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     buhl

State:
     id

Zip:
     83316

Daytime Phone:
     208-731-6615

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     the gateway west transmission line project would be better off to use segment 9 support by blm
purpose route south side salmon falls creek because the north side will cause lots of problems with wild
life and farm ground
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 7:52:49 AM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Jamie Runyan

Organization:
     Livestock/Farm

Mailing Address:
     989e 3400n

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     buhl

State:
     id

Zip:
     83316

Daytime Phone:
     208-731-7381

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     the gateway west transmission line project would be better off to use segment 9 support by blm
purpose route south side salmon falls creek because the north side because it looks to reduce cost
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Monday, June 24, 2013 2:28:33 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Chris Santacroce

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     8683 Sandy Parkway

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Sandy

State:
     UT

Zip:
     84070

Daytime Phone:
     8017066076

E-mail:
     superflychris@mac.com

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     Please don't put the power line on test hill. I have been flying that area since 1992 and would love
to fly there with my kids some day. So many places to put power lines - please just jockey them off to
the side somehow so that they don't disrupt recreational activity etc.
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Monday, June 24, 2013 8:41:05 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Pete Schaefer

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     432 Old Oak Rd

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Salt Lake City

State:
     UT

Zip:
     84108

Daytime Phone:
    

E-mail:
    

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     I oppose the placement of power lines on Test hill. I am a paraglider pilot would like this site
preserved for that use.
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Thursday, June 27, 2013 10:59:43 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Bill and Trina Shelman

Organization:
    

Mailing Address:
     18593 S. Pleasant Valley Road

Mailing Address 2:
    

City:
     Kuna

State:
     ID

Zip:
     83634

Daytime Phone:
     208-362-7883

E-mail:
     btshelman@msn.com

Confidential:
     True

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     We strongly SUPPORT segment 8 and segment 9D and OPPOSE the “BLM Preferred Routes”
(segment 8B and 9E) as expressed in the Final Environmental Impact Statement. 

Specific reasons include:

1.       Should the BLM’s Preferred Routes come to fruition, the citizens and governmental authorities of
Idaho’s reached collaborative consensus would be turned back as meaningless by Washington DC
contrary to the EIS statement under Preferred Alternatives (Chapter 2 pg. 38) that “… decisions on
siting and construction requirements on non-federal lands are under the authority of state and local
governments”.
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2.      The “enhancement requirements” to the Birds of Prey can be met within the construction
processes of the project through the Morley Nelson Birds of Prey defined area.  

3.      Segment 8B and 9E (BLM preferred routes) would burden private citizens with costs of millions of
dollars.

Additional points specific to residences affected by Alternate 8B on South Pleasant Valley Road -

•       Alternate 8B narrowly threads a 500 KV transmission line through 5 private residences, potentally
affecting property values and increasing the liklihood of wildfires. The well being of private land owners
appears to be of no value given the following facts:

“Alternative 8B is 0.5 mile longer than the comparison portion of the Proposed Route and would cross
24.6 more miles of private land and 25.8 fewer miles of BLM-managed land” (EIS Section 3.17 pg. 100
Land Ownership).

“Alternative 8B, which is part of the Preferred Route, would pass within 1,000 feet of 60 residences
versus 12 for the comparison portion of the Proposed Route… Twenty-four of the residences within
1,000 feet of Alternative 8B are located within 300 feet of the proposed ROW centerline versus 2 for the
comparison portion of the Proposed Route” (EIS Section 3.17 pg. 107 Number of Residences within
1,000 feet and 300 feet – Segment 8).

Other accommodations have been made elsewhere for private residences  – “… the route angles
northwest away from the existing 230-kV corridor at the Gooding County/Elmore County line for
approximately 7 miles to avoid impacts to a residence in the Clover Creek area”. (EIS Chapter 2 pg. 75
under 2.4.9.2 Proposed Route (8, 8a, 8b, 8c, 8d, 8e, 8f, 8g, 8h, 8i, 11).

•       The South Pleasant Valley residences affected by Alternate 8B are not future planned
developments but long existing family residences, unlike the area mentioned in EIS Section 3.4 pg. 83 -
The Osprey Ridge development proposal has a recorded agreement with the City of Kuna; however, the
City had not received an application for development as of September 2012.”

•       The potential for increased wild fire activity due to the transmission line propsed for Alternate 8b is
acknowledged multiple times in section 3.17 of the EIS yet there is no defined fire protection for the
private family homes affected on South Pleasant Valley Road 

“the Project area often experiences fire ignitions that quickly escalate to large fires, due to fuel types
including annual grasses and brush” (EIS Section 3.17 pg. 29 Fire Management).

“the proposed transmission line would increase the potential for ignitions along the corridor, particularly
during summertime red flag warnings” (EIS Section 3.17 pg. 58 Fire Management).
       

An alternative suggestion to the South Pleasant Valley road section of Alternate 8B is to follow the
existing  transmission lines near Kuna Mora road (potentially named the Danskin to Hubbard Substation
230 line).  Although the need for “physical separation is needed due to existing transmission line
congestion (multiple lines in the same area) and wildland fires resulting in outages” (EIS Chapter 1 pg.
28 Table 1.3-3 Segment 8—Midpoint to Hemingway) there are other ares where multiple transmission
lines exist ( for example 5 transmission lines north of I-84 in the Boise – Mountain Home vicinity).
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From: info@gatewaywesteis.com
To: Gateway BLM
Subject: A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com
Date: Saturday, May 18, 2013 12:13:14 PM

A final EIS comment from gatewaywesteis.com.

Name:
     Gordon Smith

Organization:
     Property Owner

Mailing Address:
     264 S 100 E

Mailing Address 2:
     PO Box 96

City:
     Fielding

State:
     Utah

Zip:
     84311

Daytime Phone:
     435-458-3278

E-mail:
     squeek611@gmail.com

Confidential:
     False

EIS Chapter:
    

Section Number:
    

Page Number:
    

Comment:
     At the Gateway West open house in Montpelier Idaho, I talked with Pam Anderson, PMP Project
Manager Transmission Delivery, about road access when installation of the Transmission Line begins. 
We looked at the map on TS 125 R435 Section 07 with the access road in the Northeast quadrant west
of Stauffer Canyon Road.  This road was the major access road for BLM and Bear Lake County Fire
trucks during the North Canyon fire in 2012 and would be beneficial in the installation of the
Transmission Lines.  This route follows the Stauffer Canyon Road north then “T’s” left for about mile
then at the “T” go left up Aspen Drive then in about two miles take a right up to the ridge line road
where this section of  Transmission Line work will take place.  If you have any questions or concerns,
please contact me by e-mail.
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Thank you
Gordon Smith
Bear Lake Ranches Property Owner
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Gatew ay_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY <blm_w y_gatew ay_w est_trans_line@blm.gov >

Comments on the Gateway West Transmission Line --Final EIS
1 message

Karen Steenhof <karensteenhof@gmail.com> Thu, Jun 27, 2013 at 5:11 PM
To: Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov
Cc: Steven Ellis <sell is@blm.gov>, "Roller, Patricia" <proller@blm.gov>, Michael N Kochert <mkochert@usgs.gov>, fcbachman@copper.net,
Layne_Bangerter@crapo.senate.gov, jfincher@blm.gov, feedback@ios.doi.gov

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed
Gateway West Transmission Line Project.  I strongly support the Phased Decision Approach, which will
allow more time to review and evaluate alternatives for Segments 8 and 9. 
 
The BLM’s preferred route, 9E, is completely unacceptable due to adverse effects on sage- grouse,
unacceptable impacts on private landowners, unnecessary disturbance to soils and shrubsteppe vegetation,
and adverse impacts on scenic values.  Additional time will allow BLM to verify that alternative routes
through the Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Area (SRBOPNCA) are
compatible with goals of the enabling legislation and new NLCS regulations:  i.e., that they truly enhance
raptors within the SRBOPNCA.  Alternative 9D likely will have no adverse effects on raptors and, if
properly constructed, has the potential to enhance raptor populations.  Alternative 9D follows an existing
138-kV line and an existing road so the footprint would be small.  There would be no new habitat
fragmentation, no adverse impacts to raptors, and effectively no additional visual impacts.  The net effect of
Segment 8E on raptors, their habitat, and their prey is still unclear; it appears that some shrub habitat and
Lepidium populations may be affected adversely.  Delaying a decision through a phased approach will allow
BLM to assess issues associated with routing Segment 8 through the SRBOPNCA and to evaluate different
alternative routes.
 
Some of the comments I submitted on the Draft EIS have been addressed and others have not.  The overall
analysis of impacts on raptors is still flawed because it is based on “active and historical nests within 1 mile of
proposed transmission line routes.”   As I noted in my comments on the DEIS, whether a transmission line
will adversely affect a nesting raptor depends on the species of raptor and the topography surrounding the
nest (see below). It is erroneous to rank impacts of various alternatives based on the total number of known
raptor nests in an incomplete database.  Furthermore, the FEIS still implies that impacts on raptors nesting
within 1 mile of the lines will be negative, which is not the case.  For example, some Golden Eagles in and
near the Project area nest successfully on cliffs in close proximity to the Pacificorp 500-kV transmission line
(Steenhof et al. 1993). 
 
The FEIS now acknowledges that “Transmission lines could have some limited beneficial impacts to raptors”
(3.10 p. 54), but it still fails to cite BLM’s own data that productivity of hawks and eagles nesting on
transmission towers was as good as and sometimes better than that of those nesting in the Snake River
Canyon. In some cases, transmission towers provided more secure nesting substrate than natural nesting
sites.  Towers offered protection from mammalian predators and wildfires—a benefit especially for
Ferruginous Hawks that often nest on the ground or in low shrubs (Steenhof et al. 1993).  Research showed
that transmission line towers provided both new and alternative nesting substrate for raptors and ravens in
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and near the SRBOPNCA.  A 500-kV line provided raptors and ravens an opportunity to nest in areas
where nest sites were previously unavailable.  The new argument that “increased perching and nesting could
lead to unsustainable levels of predation on small mammals, with the potential to decrease the raptors’ prey
base” (3.10 p. 54 and earlier pages 29-30 of 3.10) is sheer speculation and is not supported by the scientific
literature.  All evidence suggests that mammalian prey populations regulate raptor populations and not the
other way around.  The SRBOPNCA, in particular, is a “bottom up” rather than a “top down” ecosystem. 
Ground squirrel and jackrabbit populations are limited by their food supply, and there is no evidence that
raptors can deplete small mammal populations to a point where they would affect potentially competing
raptors (see Steenhof and Kochert 1985).  The assertion in Section 3.10,  page 29 that “increase[d]
predation rates on jackrabbits in SRBOP has [sic] the potential to impact the population size and health of
golden eagles in SRBOP “ makes no sense. Golden Eagles defend their foraging territories.  New
transmission lines within existing territories would not cause increased predation on rabbits, and any new
eagles attracted to transmission lines would be taking jackrabbits outside existing eagle hunting territories,
thereby enhancing rather than diminishing eagle populations.  Again, a supplemental EIS prepared with input
from raptor scientists would avoid these misconceptions.
 
Protection and enhancement of raptor populations within the SRBOPNCA requires a careful consideration
of locations where transmission lines cross canyon nesting areas.  Although collision with wires has not been
a problem for raptors on the SRBOPNCA benchlands, it could be a bigger threat when wires are close to
canyon nesting sites.  Young birds learning to fly and adults engaged in territorial defense and courtship could
be far more susceptible to collision—especially when wires are below the cliff face.  Alternative 9D follows
the existing 138-kV line where it crosses the Snake River Canyon, just upstream from Swan Falls.  It should
have no additional adverse effects on raptors, particularly if the new 500-kV line could be stacked on the
existing 138-kV line.  In contrast, Alternative 9G, which crosses the Snake River at the mouth of at the
mouth of Sinker Creek and then crosses Sinker Creek canyon itself would have unacceptable impacts on
cliff-nesting and riparian nesting raptors.  It also would have unacceptable impacts on one of the most scenic
segments of the canyon within the SRBOPNCA.  Unfortunately, Segment 8 is competing with 9D for the
safe canyon crossing, just above Swan Falls.  BLM should consider an alternative route for Segment 8 that
parallels the existing Pacificorp 500-kV line from Swan Falls Road to where it crosses the Snake River
downstream from Guffey Butte.  It is not clear why this route was not part of the original analysis.
 
Section 3-10 of the FEIS cites numerous data and guidelines for raptor protection in specific areas of
Wyoming, but references to the numerous important published and unpublished data about raptors, habitat,
and prey species in the SRBOPNCA are still rare.  I found no reference to the specific guidelines released
by BLM’s National Land Conservation System in August 2012.  This points to the need for a harder look at
the southwestern Idaho situation via a phased decision and possibly a supplemental EIS, prepared with input
from people who are more familiar with raptor ecology in southwestern Idaho.
 
The selection of 9E as a preferred alternative is completely inconsistent with the BLM’s commitment to
conserve Greater Sage-grouse populations, and it appears to ignore the expanded discussion on page 71 of
section 3.11 about the effects of increased raven populations on sage-grouse.  Locating Alternative 9E
outside of but along the edge of PPH and CHZ habitat will not reduce the rate of raven predation on grouse
nests.  Given that ravens forage several miles from their nests, roosts, and perches, sage-grouse nests within
15 miles of new transmission lines will be vulnerable to ravens that are attracted to transmission lines.  Betting
on the long-term effectiveness of perch deterrents is a poor strategy because very few perch deterrents have
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been effective, even in the short-term.  Most are prohibitively expensive and will require costly and long-term
maintenance.  In addition, recent research from eastern Idaho suggests that increases in raven populations
are associated with increases in the amount of “edge” in shrubsteppe habitats.  The FEIS correctly notes on
page 29 of Section 3.10 that transmission lines cause fragmentation and increased edge effects.
 
Page 1-5 of the FEIS states that:"A compatibility review of Public Law (P.L.) 103-64 and the purposes for
which the Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Area (SRBOP) was created
was undertaken.”  This analysis resulted in the BLM’s decision to support preferred alternatives outside the
NCA.  Unfortunately, the details of this analysis do not appear in the FEIS.  It is unclear who conducted the
analysis and on what information it was based.  As noted above, much of the information in the FEIS about
transmission line impacts on raptors is flawed and incomplete, and clearly, a transparent re-analysis of
compatibility is warranted.  A phased decision will allow this re-analysis to occur.
 
The legislation that established the SRBOPNCA directed the BLM to manage the area to allow “for diverse
appropriate uses of lands in the area to the extent consistent with the maintenance and enhancement of raptor
populations and habitats.”   A properly routed transmission line would be consistent with the enabling
legislation, particularly when it averts an alternative that could have devastating effects on another wildlife
resource.   The rationale for disallowing all new transmission lines in the SRBOPNCA is not based on
scientific data.  In fact, research data show that properly designed transmission lines can be compatible with
and even beneficial for raptors.  Alternative 9D could be a win/win situation for raptors, grouse, landowners,
and utility customers.  BLM and Idaho Power should engage local raptor experts and national organizations
such as the Raptor Research Foundation to develop a strategy that will ensure enhancement of raptor
populations within the SRBOPNCA.  The strategy should include restoration of native shrubs and grasses,
construction of nesting platforms on transmission towers, and research and monitoring to evaluate the
effectiveness of enhancement efforts
 

The phased decision will allow time to develop such a strategy. The analysis should explore opportunities for
potential alternatives based on WECC’s recent relaxation of separation requirements. In addition, alternative
routes not analyzed in the FEIS should be considered, and Idaho Power and BLM also should re-evaluate
whether two separate lines are needed in southwestern Idaho.  The need for the line appears to be based on
projections that are outdated.
 

Karen Steenhof
18109 Briar Creek Road
Murphy, Idaho 83650
208-495-2364
karensteenhof@gmail.com 
 
 
Reference
 
Steenhof, K. and M.N. Kochert. 1985. Dietary shifts of sympatric buteos during a prey decline. Oecologia
66: 6-16.
 
Steenhof, K., M.N. Kochert and J.A. Roppe. 1993. Nesting by raptors and common ravens on electrical
transmission line towers. Journal of Wildlife Management 57: 271-281.

100966

Page 3 of 4

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=karensteenhof@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 

100966

Page 4 of 4



From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: Fwd: Comments on the Gateway West Transmission Line --Final EIS
Date: Monday, July 01, 2013 10:26:28 AM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Karen Steenhof <karensteenhof@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Jun 27, 2013 at 5:11 PM
Subject: Comments on the Gateway West Transmission Line --Final EIS
To: Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov
Cc: Steven Ellis <sellis@blm.gov>, "Roller, Patricia" <proller@blm.gov>, Michael N
Kochert <mkochert@usgs.gov>, fcbachman@copper.net,
Layne_Bangerter@crapo.senate.gov, jfincher@blm.gov, feedback@ios.doi.gov

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Final Environmental Impact Statement for
the proposed Gateway West Transmission Line Project.  I strongly support the Phased
Decision Approach, which will allow more time to review and evaluate alternatives for
Segments 8 and 9. 
 
The BLM’s preferred route, 9E, is completely unacceptable due to adverse effects on sage-
grouse, unacceptable impacts on private landowners, unnecessary disturbance to soils and
shrubsteppe vegetation, and adverse impacts on scenic values.  Additional time will allow
BLM to verify that alternative routes through the Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey
National Conservation Area (SRBOPNCA) are compatible with goals of the enabling
legislation and new NLCS regulations:  i.e., that they truly enhance raptors within the
SRBOPNCA.  Alternative 9D likely will have no adverse effects on raptors and, if properly
constructed, has the potential to enhance raptor populations.  Alternative 9D follows an
existing 138-kV line and an existing road so the footprint would be small.  There would be
no new habitat fragmentation, no adverse impacts to raptors, and effectively no additional
visual impacts.  The net effect of Segment 8E on raptors, their habitat, and their prey is still
unclear; it appears that some shrub habitat and Lepidium populations may be affected
adversely.  Delaying a decision through a phased approach will allow BLM to assess issues
associated with routing Segment 8 through the SRBOPNCA and to evaluate different
alternative routes.
 
Some of the comments I submitted on the Draft EIS have been addressed and others have
not.  The overall analysis of impacts on raptors is still flawed because it is based on “active
and historical nests within 1 mile of proposed transmission line routes.”   As I noted in my
comments on the DEIS, whether a transmission line will adversely affect a nesting raptor
depends on the species of raptor and the topography surrounding the nest (see below). It is
erroneous to rank impacts of various alternatives based on the total number of known raptor
nests in an incomplete database.  Furthermore, the FEIS still implies that impacts on raptors
nesting within 1 mile of the lines will be negative, which is not the case.  For example, some
Golden Eagles in and near the Project area nest successfully on cliffs in close proximity to
the Pacificorp 500-kV transmission line (Steenhof et al. 1993). 
 
The FEIS now acknowledges that “Transmission lines could have some limited beneficial
impacts to raptors” (3.10 p. 54), but it still fails to cite BLM’s own data that productivity of
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hawks and eagles nesting on transmission towers was as good as and sometimes better than
that of those nesting in the Snake River Canyon. In some cases, transmission towers provided
more secure nesting substrate than natural nesting sites.  Towers offered protection from
mammalian predators and wildfires—a benefit especially for Ferruginous Hawks that often
nest on the ground or in low shrubs (Steenhof et al. 1993).  Research showed that
transmission line towers provided both new and alternative nesting substrate for raptors and
ravens in and near the SRBOPNCA.  A 500-kV line provided raptors and ravens an
opportunity to nest in areas where nest sites were previously unavailable.  The new argument
that “increased perching and nesting could lead to unsustainable levels of predation on small
mammals, with the potential to decrease the raptors’ prey base” (3.10 p. 54 and earlier pages
29-30 of 3.10) is sheer speculation and is not supported by the scientific literature.  All
evidence suggests that mammalian prey populations regulate raptor populations and not the
other way around.  The SRBOPNCA, in particular, is a “bottom up” rather than a “top down”
ecosystem.  Ground squirrel and jackrabbit populations are limited by their food supply, and
there is no evidence that raptors can deplete small mammal populations to a point where they
would affect potentially competing raptors (see Steenhof and Kochert 1985).  The assertion in
Section 3.10,  page 29 that “increase[d] predation rates on jackrabbits in SRBOP has [sic] the
potential to impact the population size and health of golden eagles in SRBOP “ makes no
sense. Golden Eagles defend their foraging territories.  New transmission lines within
existing territories would not cause increased predation on rabbits, and any new eagles
attracted to transmission lines would be taking jackrabbits outside existing eagle hunting
territories, thereby enhancing rather than diminishing eagle populations.  Again, a
supplemental EIS prepared with input from raptor scientists would avoid these
misconceptions.
 
Protection and enhancement of raptor populations within the SRBOPNCA requires a careful
consideration of locations where transmission lines cross canyon nesting areas.  Although
collision with wires has not been a problem for raptors on the SRBOPNCA benchlands, it
could be a bigger threat when wires are close to canyon nesting sites.  Young birds learning
to fly and adults engaged in territorial defense and courtship could be far more susceptible to
collision—especially when wires are below the cliff face.  Alternative 9D follows the existing
138-kV line where it crosses the Snake River Canyon, just upstream from Swan Falls.  It
should have no additional adverse effects on raptors, particularly if the new 500-kV line could
be stacked on the existing 138-kV line.  In contrast, Alternative 9G, which crosses the Snake
River at the mouth of at the mouth of Sinker Creek and then crosses Sinker Creek canyon
itself would have unacceptable impacts on cliff-nesting and riparian nesting raptors.  It also
would have unacceptable impacts on one of the most scenic segments of the canyon within
the SRBOPNCA.  Unfortunately, Segment 8 is competing with 9D for the safe canyon
crossing, just above Swan Falls.  BLM should consider an alternative route for Segment 8
that parallels the existing Pacificorp 500-kV line from Swan Falls Road to where it crosses
the Snake River downstream from Guffey Butte.  It is not clear why this route was not part of
the original analysis.
 
Section 3-10 of the FEIS cites numerous data and guidelines for raptor protection in specific
areas of Wyoming, but references to the numerous important published and unpublished data
about raptors, habitat, and prey species in the SRBOPNCA are still rare.  I found no
reference to the specific guidelines released by BLM’s National Land Conservation System
in August 2012.  This points to the need for a harder look at the southwestern Idaho situation
via a phased decision and possibly a supplemental EIS, prepared with input from people who
are more familiar with raptor ecology in southwestern Idaho.
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The selection of 9E as a preferred alternative is completely inconsistent with the BLM’s
commitment to conserve Greater Sage-grouse populations, and it appears to ignore the
expanded discussion on page 71 of section 3.11 about the effects of increased raven
populations on sage-grouse.  Locating Alternative 9E outside of but along the edge of PPH
and CHZ habitat will not reduce the rate of raven predation on grouse nests.  Given that
ravens forage several miles from their nests, roosts, and perches, sage-grouse nests within 15
miles of new transmission lines will be vulnerable to ravens that are attracted to transmission
lines.  Betting on the long-term effectiveness of perch deterrents is a poor strategy because
very few perch deterrents have been effective, even in the short-term.  Most are prohibitively
expensive and will require costly and long-term maintenance.  In addition, recent research
from eastern Idaho suggests that increases in raven populations are associated with increases
in the amount of “edge” in shrubsteppe habitats.  The FEIS correctly notes on page 29 of
Section 3.10 that transmission lines cause fragmentation and increased edge effects.
 
Page 1-5 of the FEIS states that:"A compatibility review of Public Law (P.L.) 103-64 and the
purposes for which the Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation
Area (SRBOP) was created was undertaken.”  This analysis resulted in the BLM’s decision
to support preferred alternatives outside the NCA.  Unfortunately, the details of this analysis
do not appear in the FEIS.  It is unclear who conducted the analysis and on what information
it was based.  As noted above, much of the information in the FEIS about transmission line
impacts on raptors is flawed and incomplete, and clearly, a transparent re-analysis of
compatibility is warranted.  A phased decision will allow this re-analysis to occur.
 
The legislation that established the SRBOPNCA directed the BLM to manage the area to
allow “for diverse appropriate uses of lands in the area to the extent consistent with the
maintenance and enhancement of raptor populations and habitats.”   A properly
routed transmission line would be consistent with the enabling legislation, particularly when it
averts an alternative that could have devastating effects on another wildlife resource.   The
rationale for disallowing all new transmission lines in the SRBOPNCA is not based on
scientific data.  In fact, research data show that properly designed transmission lines can be
compatible with and even beneficial for raptors.  Alternative 9D could be a win/win situation
for raptors, grouse, landowners, and utility customers.  BLM and Idaho Power should engage
local raptor experts and national organizations such as the Raptor Research Foundation to
develop a strategy that will ensure enhancement of raptor populations within the
SRBOPNCA.  The strategy should include restoration of native shrubs and grasses,
construction of nesting platforms on transmission towers, and research and monitoring to
evaluate the effectiveness of enhancement efforts
 
The phased decision will allow time to develop such a strategy. The analysis should explore
opportunities for potential alternatives based on WECC’s recent relaxation of separation
requirements. In addition, alternative routes not analyzed in the FEIS should be considered,
and Idaho Power and BLM also should re-evaluate whether two separate lines are needed in
southwestern Idaho.  The need for the line appears to be based on projections that are
outdated.
 
Karen Steenhof
18109 Briar Creek Road
Murphy, Idaho 83650
208-495-2364
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From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: Fwd: Question on Compatibility Analysis---NCA publications
Date: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 3:20:47 PM
Attachments: NCAPublications.xlsx

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Karen Steenhof <karensteenhof@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Jun 22, 2013 at 7:46 AM
Subject: Re: Question on Compatibility Analysis---NCA publications
To: "Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY"
<blm_wy_gateway_west_trans_line@blm.gov>, Steven Ellis <sellis@blm.gov>
Cc: Michael N Kochert <mkochert@usgs.gov>

Thank you for responding.
 
In my comments on the Draft EIS, I pointed out that "The DEIS failed to incorporate
important published and unpublished data about raptors, habitat, and prey species in
the NCA." Your response to my comments was: "We are not clear on what published
and unpublished data you are referring to. Please provide specific examples."
I have attached a list of publications based on research on raptors, habitat, and prey
in the NCA.  I hope that these findings were considered in the Compatibility analysis
and, if not, that they will be considered in future decisions about Gateway West
alternatives.
 
Karen Steenhof

Murphy, Idaho
karensteenhof@gmail.com

----- Original Message -----
From: Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: Karen Steenhof ; Steven Ellis
Sent: Friday, June 21, 2013 11:22 AM
Subject: Re: Question on Compatibility Analysis

The compatibility review involved internal discussions between the BLM Idaho
State Office and National Landscape Conservation System staff in the BLM
Washington Office.  The discussions involved proposed and alternative routes in
and in the vicinity of the Morley Nelson Birds of Prey National Conservation Area
and associated resources, both public and private; impacts there from; and the
intent and requirements of enabling legislation and land use planning decisions for
the NCA.  No report was prepared.  The Agency position regarding a preferred
route for the Gateway West Transmission Line Project from these discussions is
presented in the Final EIS.

On Wed, Jun 19, 2013 at 1:02 PM, Karen Steenhof <karensteenhof@gmail.com>
wrote:
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		Bauer, E.A.		1976		In the land of the raptors.		National Wildlife 14: 12-17

		Beecham, John J.		1975		Breeding Biology of the Golden Eagle in Southwestern Idaho		The Wilson Bulletin 87(4): 506-513
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		Collopy, Michael W.		1989		Territory size, activity budget, and role of undulating flight in nesting Golden Eagles		Journal of Field Ornithology 60:43-51

		Corn, Janelle		1991		Preliminary Report on Fat Dynamics of the Townsend's Ground Squirrel (Spermophilus townsendii)		Snake River Birds of Prey Area research and monitoring annual report pp. 150-157
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		Diller, Lowell V.		1982		Ecology of Reptiles in the Snake River Birds of Prey Area		Final Report, 1975 -1979 Snake River Birds of Prey Research Project
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		Ellsworth, Ethan A.		1997		Sex-biased Dispersal of Young Western Screech-owls (Otus kennicottii) in Southwestern Idaho		Biology and conservation of owls of the Northern Hemisphere; second international symposium, February 5-9, 1997, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada pp.155-159
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		Entwistle, Patricia G.		2000		Proceedings: sagebrush steppe ecosystems symposium		Proceedings: sagebrush steppe ecosystems symposim. Publications No. BLM/ID/PT-001001+1150, USDI, BLM, Boise, ID
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		Entwistle, Patricia G.		2000		Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Area habitat restoration workshop.		Proceedings: sagebrush steppe ecosystems symposim. Publications No. BLM/ID/PT-001001+1150, USDI, BLM, Boise, ID; pp. 133-140
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I am preparing my comments on the Gateway West transmission line.  I read on
page 1-5 of the Final EIS that:
 
"A compatibility review of Public Law (P.L.) 103-64 and the purposes for which the
Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Area (SRBOP)
was created was undertaken. The BLM selected, as its preferred alternatives for
Segments 8 and 9, routes that were consistent with the authorities that
established the National Conservation Area, with respect to the associated
compensatory off-site mitigation."
 
Can you tell me who conducted this review and how I could obtain a copy of their
analysis?  I did not find it within the FEIS.
 
Thank you,
 
Karen Steenhof
Murphy, Idaho
karensteenhof@gmail.com
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From: jmclain@blm.gov on behalf of Gateway_West_Trans_Line, BLM_WY
To: blm@gwcomment.com
Subject: Fwd: Gateway West Transmission Line Project.
Date: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 3:23:20 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Chris Stewart <cbsstewart@live.com>
Date: Wed, Jun 19, 2013 at 12:21 PM
Subject: Gateway West Transmission Line Project.
To: Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov

I am very concerned about some of the options being considered for the new Gateway west
transmission line project.  I am strongly opposed to the “BLM Preferred routes”segment 8B
and 9E and proponent’s proposed segment 9) as expressed in the Final Environmental Impact
Statement.   I strongly SUPPORT segment 8 and segment 9D.
 
Three additional reasons among many include:

1.       Segment 8B and 9E (BLM preferred routes) would burden private citizens
with costs of millions of dollars.
2.       Should the BLM’s Preferred Routes come to fruition, the citizens and
governmental authorities of Idaho’s reached collaborative consensus would be
turned back as meaningless by Washington DC.
3.       The “enhancement requirements” to Birds of Prey can be met within the
construction processes of the project through the Morley Nelson Birds of Prey
defined area.
 

I have talked with many of my neighbors as well and we all strongly feel the same way. 
Please DO NOT use the BLM Preferred routes or the proponents segment 9.  Please use
routes outlined in segment 8 and 9D.
 
Thank you,
Chris Stewart
208-249-0380
 
Address
11947 West Precept Lane
Kuna, ID 83634
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	Date: 5/10/13
	First Name: Paul E
	Last Name: Pline
	Organization or Office Name: landowner
	Mailing Address: 
	City: 
	State: 
	Zip: 
	Daytime Phone: 
	Email: 
	Please check here if you wish for your personal information to remain confidential: Off
	comment 1: Putting the line along Melba Road will have a tremendous effect on the landing strip and the ability of all planes to utilize it.  Paul and family own the landing strip and is in the midst of setting up a corporation so that the strip will be family owned.  Private planes mostly use the strip now.  There are maps available that show the strip as Melba City Airstrip.
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