Gateway West Transmission Line Project

Segment 7 Why is this the agency
Agency preferred alternatives preferred alternative?
* Minimizes visual and resource impacts in
Proposed route 7 and alternatives 7B, the Deep Creek Mountains, scenic areas of
7C. 7D. and 7G undisturbed land.

¢ Generally avoids BLM-identified Preliminary
Priority Sage-grouse Habitat (PPH) on public
lands. Crosses approximately one mile of
lower value PPH that will require mitigation.

The route alternative follows the proposed route
northwest out of the Populus Substation, near
Downey, ID, along with segment 5 and follows
alternative 7B south of Arbon, ID, alternative 7C

north of the Raft River Valley, and alternative 7D ¢ Avoids California and Oregon National Historic
through the East Hills and northwest of Albion, ID. Trails (NHT), the NHT landmark the Parting of
The route then connects back with the proposed the Ways, the City of Rocks National Reserve,
route 7 and follows alternative 7G into the Cedar and Granite Pass.

Hill Substation. The_ route c_rosges Oneida, Power, + Reduces impacts to sagebrush habitat.
Bannock and Cassia counties in south central . ) ) )

Idaho. * Avoids a BLM motorized vehicle winter closure

area via Alternative 7G.
Alternative 7D would be microsited through the East Hills to

avoid BLM-identified Preliminary Priority Sage-grouse Habitat * Requires the least new road construction

(PPH), irrigated farmlands, a hang gliding site, and a landing due to use of existing roads. The route’s

strip. Alternative 7G would be microsited to avoid BLM- location parallel to the preferred alternative for

identified PPH. Segment 5 allows for a shared access road
Boise system for both segments in this area.

Glenrock e The BLM only identified a preferred alternative
in segments where the route crosses public
land. The BLM has no position on the final
location for:

- The approximately 25-mile portion of the
route in the Magic Valley in Cassia County.

Type: 500 kV single circuit - The portion of alternative 7B in the Rockland
steel lattice tower structures Valley.

Height: 145 to 180 feet

Minimum ground
clearance: 35 feet

Proposed tower design

Average span:
1,200 — 1,300 feet

TWO-STORY Right-of-way: 250 feet

Note: The exact quantity, distance, and placement of structures  Additional information on all of the route and agency
will depend on the final detailed design, which is influenced by preferred alternatives can be found in Chapter 2 of the
terrain, land use, environmental constraints, and economics. final EIS.

Background

In August 2012, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) identified agency preferred
alternatives following consideration of comments submitted on the draft EIS, changes to
the project made in February 2012 by the project proponents and in coordination with
state, local and federal governments and agencies.

Please note that agency preferred alternatives apply only to federally-managed land.
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