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The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is 

releasing the updated sage-grouse analysis 

portion of the Gateway West Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement (DEIS) on Friday, June 29 for 

public comment. The comment period will close 

on Friday, August 3. This project, proposed by 

Idaho Power Company and Rocky Mountain 

Power, would add approximately 1,000 miles 

of new high voltage transmission lines across 

southern Idaho and southern Wyoming.

Why is new information being 
released?
Project impacts to sage-grouse were analyzed 

following an “Analysis Framework for Interstate 

Transmission Lines” (DEIS, Appendix J). The 

Framework consists of (1) Evaluation of Direct 

and Indirect Impacts, (2) Addressing Direct Loss 

of Birds, and (3) Mitigation, advised by a Habitat 

Equivalency Analysis (HEA).  All components of 

the Analysis Framework were presented in the 

DEIS, except the HEA. 

In February 2012, the BLM hosted public 

information meetings in Cheyenne and Boise to 

explain the history and development of the sage- 

grouse analysis in the Gateway West DEIS and 

to provide information regarding the preparation 

of the HEA. Over 100 people participated in both 

meetings.

The HEA is now complete and the Proponents 

have used that information to update their 

mitigation plan.  The BLM will incorporate 

comments received on the DEIS and the sage-

grouse analysis into the final EIS (FEIS). 

How can you access the sage-grouse information?

•	 View and download a copy starting on June 29 at  
www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html.

•	 Request a CD version at  
www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html or at 1-800-380-5828.  

How can you provide comments?

•	 Submit comments online at www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html.

•	  Email Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov.

•	  Send written comments to Bureau of Land Management, Gateway West Project,  
P.O. Box 20879, Cheyenne, WY 82003.

Comments accepted through a postmark date of August 3, 2012.
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Additional Sage-grouse Information Available June 
29 for Review and Comment

The Bureau of Land Management is releasing the 

updated sage-grouse analysis for the Gateway West 

Transmission Line Project on June 29 for public review 

and comment. The comment period will close on Friday, 

August 3. Inside you’ll find more information about:

•	 The DEIS sage-grouse analysis, including the  
release of new information regarding the habitat 
equivalency analysis (HEA)

•	 How to access and provide comments on the 
contents of the sage-grouse analysis

•	 Project status

•	 Updates to the companies’ proposed route and 
substations as will be reflected in the FEIS

For more information

•	 Go online to www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/

cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html.

•	 Email Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov.

•	 Call our information line for current 

information at 1-800-380-5828.

•	 Write to the Bureau of Land Management 

Gateway West Project, P.O. Box 20879, 

Cheyenne, WY 82003.
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EIS update
The BLM thanks everyone who submitted comments, attended 

meetings and visited the project website during the DEIS 

comment period last summer. Your feedback is an important 

component of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

process and will be incorporated into the FEIS.

•	 The BLM released the DEIS last summer, followed by a 90-
day public comment period.

•	 The BLM hosted 17 public meetings throughout Wyoming 
and Idaho.

•	  Approximately 375 submissions comprising over 2,500 
individual public comments were received and are available 
to search and view online at www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/
gateway_west/searchComments.html.

•	  The BLM is currently working to incorporate DEIS 
comments and feedback into the FEIS.

Proposed project
Proposed project changes
Rocky Mountain Power and Idaho Power submitted a revised 

project application to the BLM in February 2012. The following 

changes are reflected in the map shown to the right:

•	  Segment 1 - The eastern 230 kilovolt (kV) segment 
(known as Segment 1E) between the Windstar and Aeolus 
substations is removed from the project proposal. 

•	  Segment 2 - Alternative 2C is now the companies’ 
proposed route.

•	  Segment 4 - Alternative 4A is now the companies’ 
proposed route.

•	 Creston Substation - This proposed substation between 
Segment 2 and 3 is removed from the project proposal.

•	 Single Circuit - The originally proposed double circuit for 

Segments 2, 3 and 4 has been replaced with a proposed 

single circuit.

The BLM has also recently received additional information 

from the companies that provides updates regarding the 

need for the project, federal and state oversight, right of way 

and structure configurations, construction time frames, and 

environmental protection plans. Changes made to the project 

application will be incorporated into the FEIS, currently being 

prepared by the BLM.

The routes shown reflect changes submitted in February 2012 to the BLM by Rocky Mountain Power and Idaho Power 
in a revised project application.


