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Phoonswadi-Brewer, Sean

From: NPL_AR
Subject: FW: Mitigation Metrics for the NPL development

Freddie Botur

<freddiebotur@me.

com> To
NPL EIS WY@blm.gov

05/13/2011 01:58 cc

PM

Subject

Mitigation Metrics for the NPL
development

My name is Freddie Botur. I am the owner/operator of Cottonwood Ranch in Big Piney. I am
also a recently nominated member of the Wyoming RAC.
Below is my comment concerning the Rock Springs RMP.

Mitigation through Conservation Agriculture

Looking at the proposed amount of energy development within the Wyoming High Desert District
specifically within the Pinedale Field Office leads me to believe that the proposed NPL
development must build into it's plan the opportunity for off site mitigation to occur. The
additional densities planned for the Anticline and the Jonah, the possible development of
3500 wells in the Normalized Pressure Lance, cumulated with EOG's proposed 800 new wells in
La Barge requires a broader view of the available resources and impacts. While RMP's act as
individual management guidelines, the Rock Springs RMP needs to recognize the Wyoming High
Desert District (WHDD) as a whole, as it is the largest management area and the overseeing
office.

Energy development in Wyoming needs to provide the opportunity for the energy industry to
mitigate for their impacts through planned mitigation banking methods. By not planning for
mitigation, or establishing areas for mitigation dollars to be spent, Wyoming is denying the
energy industry the right to balance their impacts with investments in our natural landscape
resources.

The mitigation projects at Cottonwood Ranch in Big Piney have been a celebrated example of
successful off site mitigation for 0il and gas impacts. The foundation of that investment
was that there was low energy potential in that area while having high wildlife values.
Cottonwood Ranch operations have participated in a multitude of partnerships and projects
with the Jonah Interagency Office resulting in the protection of critical habitat. It
encouraged the business practices that have expanded the health of riparian zones, and
increased the rangeland health of the upland areas. These results have been monitored and
are quantifiable values and increases. In reflection, Cottonwood Ranch projects are
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exemplary of Mitigation Banking for energy development in the arid rangeland environments of
Wyoming.

We can provide the space and time for Mitigation Banking by identifying the overlapping
layers of high wildlife valued areas with low to medium potential energy. It is these areas
that need restricted energy development for the duration of the RMP while other developments
continue or occur. By limiting development and leasing in areas that are of low value for
energy development in the short term, but high in wildlife values for the long term, adds the
protections necessary for mitigation investments to have confidence. By identifying and
creating these pockets within RMP areas we are also encouraging landowner and allotment
permittee to benefit through the conservation of agriculture. Mitigation Banking is a
structure and definition that is needed for the energy industry to have confidence investing
capital into long-term projects with measurable results. Mitigation Banking is how we can
balance Wyoming values with the energy needs of our country.

Sincerely,

Freddie Botur
Cottonwood Ranch
Big Piney, Wyoming





