
 
 

ATTACHMENT D9-4

 Correspondence with WGFD 
about the Crooked Well Lek





LWR Consultants, Inc.
1001 Jefferson Drive, Berthoud, CO 80513
Office: 970-532-4354, Fax: 970-532-334

Kent Schmidlin June 25, 2009
Regional Supervisor, Lander District
Wyoming Game and Fish Department
260 Buena Vista
Lander, WY 82520

Dear Mr. Schmidlin,

LWR Consultants, Inc, (LWR) has been completing sage-grouse surveys and other baseline
wildlife studies annually since 2006 for a study area (Lost Creek study area) northwest of
Rawlins Wyoming that is associated with a proposed ISL Uranium mining operation. The mining
operation is proposed by Lost Creek, ISR, LLC and is being permitted through the Wyoming
Department of Environmental Quality, the BLM, and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. We
have coordinated our work with the local district biologist (Greg Hiatt).

Lost Creek, ISR, LLC would like to have the Wyoming Game and Fish Department check the
official status of the Crooked Well lek. This lek is located within 1-mile of proposed mining
activities. Currently the lek is classified as occupied. Based on our last 4 years of lek surveys
this lek is currently inactive and classified as an occupied lek. Surveys were completed according
to Wyoming Game and Fish guidelines (at least 3 times per year, from 4/1 to 5/7, in early
morning from 0.5 hours before sunrise to 1 hour after sunrise). Attached is a summary table
showing lek count data for the Lost Creek study area including the Crooked Well lek. Greg Hiatt
has also completed some negative counts (over the last 10 years) at the Crooked Well lek, but his
counts were completed late in the morning (after the time of prime lek activity). The last time the
lek was confirmed to be active was in 1994.

Please review the information and let me know if the lek can be classified as
unoccupied/abandoned. Let me know if you have any questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,
LWR Consultants, Inc.

Eric Berg
Senior Wildlife Biologist

Cc: J. Cash, UR Energy, Inc.
R. Hoy, AATA International, Inc.

LWR Consultants, Inc.
Environmental Permitting and Consulting - Ecological Studies - Threatened and Endangered Species -Wetlands
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